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FACTS and EVIDENCES 

ON THE SUBJECT OF 

BAPTISM, 



THREE ADDITIONAL LETTERS, 

BEING THE FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTH, 

TO A 

LATE DEACON OF A BAPTIST CHURCH, 

WITH AH 
CONTAINING 

ADDITIONAL LETTERS to the Editor of the BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 

IN EXAMINATION OF 

Ifr. atgfotitt'0 <£mrtt& Statements. 



BY THE EDITOR OF CALMErS DICTIONARY OF 

■7 



THE HOLY blULE. ft. o*yt*i~f 



NOW THE LORD MAKE YOU TO INCREASE IN LOVE TOWARDS ONE; 
ANOTHER, AND TOWARDS ALL MEN \ EVEN AS WE DO TOWARDS YOU- 

Salute ALL the saints in Christ Jesus;— — 

ALL THE HAINTS SALUTE YOU. 

ii . ii i i • ii 1 1 i m gags' 

EottfcfOtt : 

ParNTEs> for C. Taylor, 108, Hatton-Garbek, 
l*y ttutfield and T%oigg> 20, Great 2V#to Street, Gvupk Square*. 
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PREFACE. 



THE former Letters were published with a 
bona fide desire on the part of the Deacon, to 
receive such answers as might effectually con- 
fute their contents. Upwards of a year has 
elapsed, and no answer has appeared. The 
Deacon has been led, under Providence, to 
change his religious, connection. The present 
letters are published, partly in compliance with 
Teqirests, amounting, in fact, to commands, from 
the most respectable quarters, for the continua- 
tion of the argument. The subject is not ex- 
hausted ; but, it rests here, for the present. 

The Gentleman who complains that the former 
letters were unfit for the perusal of his family, 
will be gratified to learn, that after the opinion 
of the more intelligent class of readers has been 
obtained on the argument, they will be reduced 
to the level of the meanest capacity, in a six- 
penny pamphlet. For, it appears to the writer to 
be inconsistent with honour and integrity to ren- 
der the argument papular, till after it has been 
canvassed by those who are best able to appre- 
ciate it. If it should be annulled by superior in- 
formation! the writer will rejoice that it can have 
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fallen, hitherto, into such hands, only, to whom 
it can have done no injury ; as he also enjoys a 
satisfaction in the consideration, that whatever 
additional strength former arguments on the subr 
ject may derive from his views of it, that not one 
is in any respect deteriorated ; but retains its full 
force and effect, with undiminished authority. 

The writer desires, as before, that his Facts 
may be met by Facts, should any one think pro- 
per to examine them ; he again intreats the can- 
dour of the public, for himself; but, for his 
Facts and Evidences he desires neither grace 
nor favour. 

April 1, 1816. 



Errata and Corrigenda. 

Thtroduction. 

P. 5, line 2, add in the margin, in the 9tk Century* 

P. 14, line 3, for congregations read congregation* 

P. 24, margin, for Eph. ii. 9. read ii. 19. 

P. 28, in the Greek from Hesychius for x«i mW .*» 

read fjupot r#. 
Pt 29, in the fifth line of the quotation fro* Bid for 

4 Kings xxxiii. read xxiii. 
P. 82, margin for oixoQ&opm read otxofOogan, 
P, 33, note, line 3 from the bottom, for benhrolenti* 

read benevolentia. 
P. 38, line 4, for *n read tri 

5, for wfatp read nvjfam, 
P, 49, line 3 from bottom, for t**xpv read yaxft* 
P. 51, line 8, for words read- word. 
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INTRODUCTION 



TO THE 



FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTH LETTERS 



tO A 



DEACON, 



NEVER was a sentence more expressive, committed 
to paper, than that of our antient Poet, Chaucer, 

The greatest Clerkes are not the wisest men : 

for, in truth, a " clerke" may sit in his study, sur- 
rounded hy books, and become a mere hermit in his 
cell, till he knows nothing of what passes around him, 
.but forms ideas of human nature mistaken to the very 
height of error* No child is less fit to cope with the 
world ; no idiot is more to seek for experience in the 
ways of men. Not intending to deceive, he anticipates 
no deception : not meaning to affirm, and to contradict 
his affirmation in practice, he too credulously gives ear 
to professions publicly made, and believes all to b$ 
honest, till conviction astonishes him into caution, 
" Charity hopeth all things :" but it were well if 
Charity, on some occasions, would mingle a moderate; 
portion of mistrust with her hopes. ^ 

Who has not, of late, heard the loudest assertions 
of candour, maintained with obstreperous pertinacity, 
?n the subject of that separation which has formed an 
B 
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interest in the religious world into a permanent deno- 
mination ? Who has not heard it lamented exceed- 
ingly, that any necessity should exist for this division 
in the Church of Christ? " Most assuredly, nothing 
but an absolute and comprehensive sense of duty, 
could impel us to separate : it is not from want o£ love 
to our brethren, nor of respect to their learning and 
talents, nor of goodwill to their persons and ser- 
vices ; — it is from imperative necessity, controuling 
the affectionate feelings of the mind, smd binding; us 

> to the discharge of a painful and self-denying obedience 
to our Supreme Director, that we reject from our com- 

. munion, those whom we most heartily desire to em- 
brace! Happy should we be, could any means of 
removing these obstacles be devised: — and we wish 
— Yes, we wish — if we are mistaken, — we wish to be 
convinced of our error." 

Whether the Editor of Calmet was idiot enough to 
be entrapped by suck delusive protestations, or 
whether, in deference to a call of honour and friend- 
ship, he ventured with a kind of forlorn hope, an 
attempt to produce that conviction, which* in profes- 
sion, was* so ardently longed for, is of little impor- 
tance to the public It is enough, that his labours 
have met with a reception iron* some to whom 
they were chiefly addressed, as rude as the thanks 
bestowed on nis predecessors; while, so far front 1 
obtaining a patient hearing, bis endeavours favg 
, been vilified, and Himself caliHriniafed; It i* but riglrt, 
however, to except not a few of the more learned 1 
among; the Baptists, who have fbnnd their animosity 
subside into*si!ence ; while some have even ventured, 
rn consequence of conviction, to open their churches' 
Boldly, to free communion. — May such brotherly tovfr 
continue and increase ! 

But, as a specimen of opposition, the judieioti* 
reader will peruse the following exqniisitc morfe&ti with 
ineffable delight It forms an article in the Revih* 
department, of the Baptist Magazine for NoVferafter: 
181$. 
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#fo», iy the Editor 0/ Cdhfief* Dictionary. 
€i WE should certainly have fallen ho' notice of this* 
frrodaction, had it not been first so (nuch praised by the* 
conductors of the Evangelical Magazine. Vfe Are sin- 
cerely grieved to find, that they Wffl not either let the 
Controversy drop, or coiiduct it in a different manner. 
ft seems* impossible for any thing to appear against the 
Baptists, which will not be cried up in that publication. 
It would arjpear, now; that they cottft* be reiidttciled to 
mmhrMvh, if they may but escape StiBjnetsiofi. For, 
oot fart, we know not how to state out strongest ob- 
jections' td the facts and documents, which have gfvert 
them a new sOuVce of pleasure. We ctriffltf harder speak 
Before the 4 whole ofonr Own families, respecting the 1 
sfcperidr decency or indecency of ttte mode riow recom- 
mended, to tbat.tf hich we practise. It appears, we" milst 
look to a new set of instructors, to decide on fhe pro- 
per nfrdde of baptism. The Roman sculptors, who* had 
Beetf Accustomed to represent Jupiter and Priapus, are 
to represent? fhir who really made the Worfd, in the 1 
siame manner m *hich they Were used to exhibit gods 
rhaV could not sstvef We question the lawfulness of 
erthifrrtitfg our Saviour in stone it all ; but we are per- 
suaded, that Christianity Must have been greatty cor- 
rupted, before such representations could be endured ! 
}f the editors of the Evangelical Magazine choose to 
fts&rt a copy of these plates, we shall be careful t<% 
keep thit number from the inspection of our families. 
Or, if the*y could* introduce the mode" of baptism thus 
recommended, we should riot frontier if tfle legislature 
fcfcielf weije to interfere, and confine it to children: but 
we are in no danger of following this pattern. 

" Our teamed critic says* Immersion is bad Latins 
aid, ttoerefote, would proscribe the use of that term hi 
the controversy r and confine ut to plunging} he i*aWare 
that this wou4d excite the ide* of swtbkn tloltmt, and 
•0 render 4vtt tatnslatirj)* of the Scriptures ridiculous, 
This new excuse fo* an old artifice will have but little 
weight, tftfeu ^th a schoolboy acquainted wtth Am* 
worth's Dictionary: tbougfaf Mt>. T. might have b«*- 
•oWed tf»mw otto* English wtfrds from fris» transition 
of immergo and immersus, which time has now rendered 

b 2 
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"»It pain* us, for the ci^U of our Christianity, tfca* 
our brethren cannot write on this subject, with more 
appearance of candour, and an impartial concern . to 
follow the truth. But they force us to believe, that 
their object is not to convince us of a mistake, but to 
decry our opinion and practice by any means whatever, 
and to prejudice the minds of our readers against us, 
Jf calling us Anabaptists will not do, the men of Mun- 
ster shall be denominated Baptists. Bogue and Ben- 
nett shall be so quoted, as to seem to deny what they 
themselves had granted. If a term universally used, 
would never sound ridiculous if always substituted for 
£«9rrt£tt, that shall be decried from the Latin, and one 
of Saxon origin employed, because more capable of a 
ludicrous turn; every new defence of paedobaptism is 
unanswerable, and those which were answered long ago, 
are reprinted and extolled, though containing senti- 
- ments which the re commend ers would be ashamed per- 
sonally to avow. No misrepresentation, however clear- 
ly disproved, shall be retracted.* If the truth be on 
the side of our brethren, such conduct is^ not the way 
to convince us of it. Truth might he very differently 
defended. It strongly tempts us to think, that the 
cause must certainly be bad, which good men cannot 
defend without these artifices," 

So then, this writer stumbles at the undeniable dif- 
ference between the primitive mo,de of Baptism, and 
that now practised by the Baptists! — He is persuaded, 
that Christianity must have been greatly corrupted 
before such representations could be endured. 

The very contrary is the truth. As Christianity 
became gradually corrupted, the dress of the parties 
receiving and administering baptism, became gradually 
enlarged in the pictures of the age. The first sign of 
this is a change of the Baptist's hairy, garment into 
well woven cloth : then succeeds a flowing drapery, 
.decending to his ancles; till in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, his dress approaches the ecclesiastical, and 
floats around ,his feet in folds equally abundant, 
and embarrassing. In the same time, the simplicity of 
•die rite, was alse debased. Clothing -was annexed to the 
body of Jestfs. But, the first instance we have of a 

* See Mr. Freestone's Letter ia the Baptist, Maguipe &t Septet^ 181$. , 
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person immersed in- baptism with his garfaent titt, ' W 
that of a boy, wading in one of those large basins of 
water, which were divided into four heads* in order 
to represent the four rivers of Paradise. This attempt* 
to spiritualize, what was already sufficiently spiritual, 
betrays the superstition of the times; no surer mark 
of corrupted Christianity can 1>e manifested . 

But further, the writer al ledges, that heathen sculp- 
tors were employed on these decorative histories of the' 
manner in which the rite was originally performed. 
Where did he learn this? Is it possible, that he 
should be so grossly ignorant, as not to know, that 
unbaptized persons were never allowed to enter a 
Christian church, in the ages referred to) Is he 
ignorant that Ijoth priests and people would have 
stoned fpr sacrilege, " a Roman sculptor accustomed 
to represent Jupiter and Priapus/' who had laid a 
single tessera in the sacred Mosaic? But, supposing 
for a moment, the possibility of that incident : how 
came professed Christians in their instructive treatises 
on baptism, to adopt the same ideas? How curoe the 
Greeks, for example, in official directions for ad- 
ministering the rite, to delineate, at the head of the 
appointed prayers, this manner of performing it, lest 
the administrator should make any mistake? One 
instance pf this is alluded to by Robinson : and similar 
representations, prefixed to baptismal sermons of an- 
tient Fathers, are given on the plate annexed. 

Moreover, distinct from all these, and certainly 
where none but the faithful, and, consequently, no 
.Roman (heathen) sculptor ever penetrated, is No. 1. 2 V 
on our plate. M. Seroux d'Agincourt, from whom it 
is taken, describes the place where he delineated this 
picture, as undoubtedly a Catacomb of the Christians 
of the first century : and also, a Baptistery, used 
as such, from the^ earliest period. The spring still 
flows whence issued the water in which the converts 
from heathenism renounced their idols : the basin still 
exists (cut in the rock) in which they stood, while the 
sacred name consecrated their transition to a renewed 
life. How awful is this subterranean retreat! — this 
depository of all that could die, of holy Martyrs who. 
Jieid fast theif profession even in death* The Chris* 

B 3 
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ttan symbol weak* whet* tfaMfrfferfetHiPifts i* peace. A« 
iascriptiofi imports ° Sue* an o*er seAo rwvbi the 
crow* of puirtprdm, xmoh a i&ty ;"—4be saered dust 
barely retains the form of a skeleton; time ha* aW but 
obliterated its last remains. " Swck «n *ae; dtcapi- 
teted, nt mcha time?' — the .akuli separated framik: 
bones' of the trunk, with Ihe guilty rmlromejat lying 

beside it, tells the whole history. " Such an one ,* 

and the phial tiaged with blood half way. up it, spetfcs 
louder than a Choitsaad voioes, that he, *oa, sealed thai 
truth with bis life. 

The man who can contemplate this most veneraf>l f e 
scene, these most holy remains, without feeling an aWe 
stealing over fris spirit, — who can realize to /himself 
the horrors of persecution raging in the world afbove, — * 
tfie ardour of a convert, descending with iotemn alacri- 
ty f to acknowledge a profession of the name of Jesus, 
linmoved by surrounding graves of parents,— acquain-' 
tance, — countrymen, — nay, perhaps, deriving fresh vt 
gour from recollection of their fortitude and felicity; 
under excruciating torments, — determined, through the 
grace of God, to liye a new life, or to leave a d^ing 
testimony, in his turn, and thus to verify the principle, 
that u the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of the 
Church ; v — the man, I say, who can realize this scene, 
and remain unmoved— Jms little of the feelings of Chris- 
tianity. He may be more orthodox, than the Hi- 
infermed, who uncovers his head, and in a paroxysm of 
admiration, exclaims, Sancte—Siinctc — orb pro nobis! 
— but, he Jtnows nothing of Christian sympathy; no- 
thing of the communion of saints t 

And yet, in this very seclusion, where the lijgjrt p£ 
<faiy never entered, where fallacious ornament^ jyefe, 
worse than labour lost, at once useless and criming 
where the congregation was pomposed of a far greater 
number of dead than of living, woefe departed spirjt^ 
(if departed spirits re-visit this lower worja) w£re ,the 
only witnesses, and where Cod, the Supreme, a/id the 
exalted Saviour, were ail the objects th&$ copld bf 
adored; — here, we find one of these pictures. For 
what purpose was it placed here, in this suhterrane^ujt 
vault, if not to instruct the administrator and 1^e 
cpnvert, that tbiqs their JLord himself was b^t^z^i 
.in lie Jordan!— that duty led them ta h^ t hus coif? 
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fpwp^dipthujai^ of the image of £l#istf—tt!& "jjt 
heganV tj^em tkuj Jto fulfil all. righteC/Uf^* 8 " 1 TJ»n 
picture ^unojtfM^ $aptism as tfie beginning of the 
projfcsgion or Cbrisjt: $ie end is denoted by the 6rg# 
gtfnw#ta ? the .cross jn ffl or y : wfticlf* with the Alph* 
z$4 Omga^ ppjuts to $bat better world, to which ajl. 
I^ere huriejl, *&$ »U We baptised, .dieted ijUeir 
hopes, their wishes, and thjejr professions. 

^jVfcen I began this paper, I eoj&*s I was $o»ewbat 
a#grv that the darkness of my reviewers jnteltect should 
l^ve identified me with heathen seniors ; that he should 
hive supposed me capable of abu^ng &he public eys 
with fatties: — I might go further— but, it 13 not at 
tbe toj$bpoi the martyrs we \e*m to expose the weak- 
nesses if $ur brethren. Pebbly, this writer did not 
know, that during half a century, my studies ba«« 
included, among other things, Christian Antiquities, 
He slight #ot be aware of the number of such instances 
tba^ have passed wider *ny inspection :— of the number 
to be found m authors. — May the prosperity both 
temporal a^4 spiritual allotted bin* by Providence, he 
increased and prqlongedj without afioy l^e*cep$ing, 
perhaps, me regret, that his knowledge of the Editor 
of Caimet was so extremely imperfect 

Aad, if any reader demands a reason why these very 
iameiiguxes should be chasrte and decorous in Robinson* 
when supporting the cause of Adult Baptism, — but, in 
me, when enquiring into the history of Baptism at 
large, they should be indecorus v and unchaste, I beg 
to be excused, if, under present feelings, I refer for a 
solution of this apparent contradiction, to the 
Reviewer himself. All who have read the former 
" Letters to a Deacon," know, that I introduced the sj$ 
subjects, among other reasons, tp expose the prevarica- 
tion of Robinson, of whose capricious Quarto some -of 
his Baptist friends have thought so highly, 

Onee more: I protest, solemnly, that there neither 
was nor is the most distant intention of annexing the 
smallest particle of ridicule to the term plunging \ 
It was employed, merely by way of distinction : anoj 
with the utmost integrity of heart and mind, — Neither 
k there, in the Letters published, any passage intended 
to ridicule either person or thing, in relation to the 
3 4 
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Baptists. There are allusions, it is true, which the 
late Mr. Fuller would have understood, (perhaps have 

felt) easily explained, were it proper to publish 

what he wrote to the Deacon. I retract nothing I have 
said ; for while truth is truth, I shall not hesitate to 
declare in open terms, whoever the declaration may 
involve^-that the Deacon was ill treated — very ifi 
treated, by his then connection. 

Three years of almost continue^ investigation of the 
subject; at the Deacon's request, and greatly improved 
by his arguments in opposition, have but confirmed 
my former opinion. Arrived at a time of life, when 
every action includes the possibility of its being the 
last-- — this may be my dying testimony; — as such, f 
record my full conviction that the apostles 

PKACTISED INFANT BAPTISM. 

But, the more immediate subject, at present, is 
the mode: and this, I affirm decidedly, without fear 
of contradiction, included pouring: I say, accurately 
speaking, Christian Baptism was poubing. More- 
over, the convert was naked. If any One asks — 

*' Why, Sir, would you have us ? The question is 

not what I would- have? or, what any man living 
would have? The question is simply this : — In what 
state did the primitive Christians receive Baptism?— ~ 
The answer must be — f #A£Ep." 

Now the Reviewer knows very well, that his prin-* 
ciples demand the most scrupulous adherence to the 
original form of this " positive institution." He knows, 
that positive precepts admit of bo degrees ; no supple- 
ments; no commutation: it is the will of God, for 
the trial of our obedience; nor wilj he allow us to 
Booth. enquire why? or how? Compliance must be so, an a 
**^*l NO MORE; — AND NO i*ess,.-and no otherwise, 
am. ^ 'A* what we call little things, trifling deviations, are the 
pins and screws which hold the sacred tabernacle to- 
gether : take these away, the whole edifice fells. The 
same rash hand that makes one alteration may make 
twenty; if in small things, why not in greater? till* at 
length, the foundation is destroyed: Christianity in 
superseded: Superstition takes its place; and all i$ 
fleVth, desolation, and darkness." 
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This conclusion the Reviewer foresaw. "The primi- 
tive Christians baptized naked; we baptize cloth- > 
ED." But, whence was derived your authority for this' 
change ? Do you know what is proper, better than 
the in sti tutor af the rite? Do you undertake to correct 
the institutions of the Divine Saviour? — to improve 
then? to qualify them? You talk of decency, did not 
he know what was decent? — of modesty, of decommt 
O, ho! you understand these things better than Jesus 
Christ! But, my friends, if you plead decency, mo- 
desty, decorum, as valid arguments for the change 
yeu have adopted, with what grace do you deny to 
others the right to plead decency, modesty, and de- 
corum? How happens it, that these terms are com- 
mandiag in your mouths, but horrible in the mouths of 
others? I mean not to deny the propriety of your 
practice — I repeat this — I do not denv the propriety 
•f consulting modesty and decorum: but I expressly 
deay your right to practise one thing while you profese 
another : I deny your right to censure your brethren, 
who profess less than you do, for deviating from the 
primitive practice less than you do, and on less con- 
trovertible principles. 

Nor does, the evidence of baptizing naked rest on 
these pictures ; for Dr. Wall, who had examined the sub- 
ject extensively, says, in so many words, " it was, for HistBapt. 
certain, the most usual and ordinary wav by which the Y ^ * 
antient Christians did receive their baptism." This he 
supports by instances, in various places : and he cen- 
sures those who alledged against the Anabaptists, as a, 
fault, the practice of baptizing naked. 

Moreover, the earliest rite called baptism* that we 
^Itnow of, is clear on this article. The person who wa* 
defiled by the dead, was to wash himself thoroughly — 
to bathe himself in water — and the sprinkling of the. x ^\±.^ 
ashes (called baptism, by the Apostle) was effectual to 
the purification of the tent, if the water touched the 
tent* — of the furniture in the tent, — the drapery, <&e* 
if it touched that furniture, that drapery ;■— and it also 
sanctified, to the purifying of the flesh: it therefore 
Was received by the flesh ; and the party receiving it 
was naked; whether absolutely, or relatively, is no 
matter. For, if the water purified only where it fell* 
^will the Baptises allow, ; that a few drops railing on, 
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tfce &ce-^ali the test of the p$i$oo Ving dothed-r-tfae? 
wjbole man was sanctifiedl-r-That were to support tb% 
odious practioe of j;nfaj*t spbinkung! 

Nor is this «U: for the N. T. clearly mentions a* 

l part of Baptism, the putting away of the JUtk jrf 

t Peter, iii. fte flesh ;-~ehiuoh membexs are #aid to have hail 

*i. u their $oi>mb« washed with pune water."-r-k there a 

Heb.x.32. ^Qgie foptist living whose * aoarc was washed with 

pure water," at Ms baptism ?-<~Hftg olotfces might he:-*- 

granted; b«t, his body? No. When did any one 

** put away the jttth of the flesh" at this ordinance, 

as administered by English Baptists! None Mvkg at 

this day : whatever some fenatics might 4o mate than m 

century ago. Here, i say again, do not mistake me: 

the error lies in the prqfemow not in the practices 

^ — Yon say, and do not 

There is also another view of this artiela: inasaBioh 
as this washing denoted, metaphorically, a funereal pee* 
paration, it preserved a commemoration of the slate of 
death in which the body of Jesus lay, far a lima; fena 
how can a dead body he washed, while clothed t The 
thing is impossible; the imitation of it, the r efor e , 

D'Ohsson, (while clothed) is impossible. The Oriental cugtoms, 
P- ^ assist us here:— the law is: " The Funeral Lotion con? 

* ng iU sists in washing the body entirely; whether it he that 
of a man, woman, or child. — For this purpose the 
body must be naked, except the privy parts, from the 
navel to the knees; this law of modesty, which is the 
same for the dead as for the living, requires that the 
men should be washed by men, and the women by 
women." I hope this may prove " satisfactory" to the 
intelligent critic in the Monthly Review: for whose 
consideration I add the following still closer resem- 
blance. This reference to Baptism, is transcribed from 
Dr. Ryland. 



The head and beard of 
jyohssoo, the corpse must be washed 
p. 446. w itb the flowers of k hit my, 
or with soap. The right 
side must he washed firat, 
while the body rests on the 
left; the left side, while 
it re?ts on the right: after 



From the fiooke of the 
Common Prayer, Lon. 
1540. The prieate shall 
take the childe in mahaodea 
and aske his name: And 
nameing the childe, shaH 
dyppe it in the water thryse^ 
^Firatdyppiq^therigbtside:. 
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that it mast be turned on 
the back, and the lower 
belly must be rubbed with 
a soft apd fgcntte fi a mt 
&c. 



second© the left side: the 
third timedypping the face 
towarde the fonte: so it be 
4isc&t<etya4]4^afe]^<>sc, 
saying, &c. 



Considered as rites, this order is wonderfully similar: 
— yet <*}« body is "4yHMrf r 4obe*etuiiM44otisc*&dle; 
the other is washed to be prepared for the grave: for 
it is not yet interred: so fW from it, that after this wash* 
ing,,cqm£s ,the jnvelopement, the funeral nrayar, #€• Jn 
fact; the conformity ceases long before the final in* 
terwent. Nor is this coincidence accidental ; for it is 
well known, that, at first, our reformers did little other 
thaj^jppsjate fejeifn paages itf* l^gHtfe; *nd HmWW 
be traced for several centuries upwards: for aught 
that appears* a* earfj as jtrijie wmej$i#iu 

On the whole, the evidence is clear, that the antient 
Christian painters were fii% justified, in representing 
the subjects receiving baptism, naked: — that if they 
had represented them otherwise, they would have sinneji 
again*! fact and evidence :~rrimifive Christianity ac- 
Jcnotfetiged no such r|te as Baptism administered by 
immersion, lo persons clothe^ from tiead Jo f6ot. 
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS . 

IK SUPPORT OF THE 

WSTINCTION MAINTAINED IN SCRI2TURR 

BETWEEN, THE TERMS , 1 

OIKOS-HOUSE, IN THE SENSE OF FAMILY, 

AND . * K 

» - . " 

OIKIA, AS including FAMILY AND SLAVESf 

AS IT IS DEFINED BT AftfSTOTLfc. 



Human Life flows fast away. Those who approach . 
the close of it, feel this, not for themselves only, but for 
others. The labour demanded by research is not its 
only difficulty ; the time it occupies is infinitely preci- 
ous. And yet, without this time, no result can be 
expected from the labour: we must seek for knowledge, 
as for silver in a mine ; we must dig for it, as for hid 
treasure. One instance in proof of this, is the extent 
of research demanded by a single word ; if we deter- 
mined to understand it, thoroughly. For instance, 

Oikos, house, has, at least, the following meanings. 
1. The Temple of the Lord. 2. The temple of an idol. 
3. A royal Palace, 4. The palace of a great man. 
5. A corps de garde, or military establishment; (so in 
French, la Maison du Rot.) 6. A college, or place of 
learning. 7. A private house. 8. A cot, hut, hovel, or 
shed. 9. A bird's nest, and perhaps a mere roosting- 
place. 10, A nation, 11. A family-descent, through 
ages. 12. A private family, contemporaries. And 
besides these senses, probably, others: — as 13, The 
celestial state. 14. The vehicle of disembodied spirits 
in the celestial state. 15. The church of God, on earth, 
%Q. The persons of believers, on earth: — If to these we 
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*dd 17. a tent, 18. a parlour, 19. a chamber, 20. retir- 
ing rooms, distinct from the temple, — is it possible, 
that these twenty senses of this word, can be thoroughly 
examined, and fully understood, in the short space of a 
"single hourl" No " Concordance" whatever can en- 
able any man so much as to transcribe the necessary 
passages; much less to determine their import That 
learning, however competent, if hurried, should fail in 
its attempts, -can surprise no body; yet, is it extreme- 
ly uncommon to find it so egregiously the dupe of 
its impatience, as in the following letter, which ap- 
peared in the Baptist Magazine for December 1815. 

[It was originally addressed to the Editor of the Evangelical Mtgasme; 
who, fibsemng the singular mistake that pervades it, thought it most 
honourable tonis respected Correspondent to omit it.] 

Edinburgh, Nov, % 1815. 
Dear Sir, 

I am a regular reader of your Magazine, and 
have been so since the beginning; I often turn back 
with satisfaction, to the former volumes, all of which I 
possess, and reflect what a treasure we should have 
esteemed a work on the same plan, if former ages had 
recorded and published the religious intelligence, and 
the essays, which have been communicated since the 
restoration of light and liberty at the Reformation. 

I have been gratified of late, by the insertion of pa- 
pers on the subject of Baptism ; I am indeed differently 
minded from all of them, but, nevertheless, I am glad 
If hat the subject is under consideration. Neglect is 
more fatal to divine truth than opposition ; and if argu- 
ments be weak, it is fit they should be exposed. Chris- 
tians wijl never agree respecting subjects on which 
they differ, if they do not enquire into them; and the' 
world will never be " the kingdom of our God and his 
Christ," until they do agree. 

There is no evil in the discussion of differences, 
though there is, alas I too much often in the spirit in 
which they are discussed. I must confess, I, have not 
read any of those papers on Baptism, with great atten- 
tion; though I have glanced them all. The cause is 
thjs;—J was not baptized till I arrived at the same pe- ' 
riod of life with the adorable Jesus, at his baptism. 
It is bow thirty-seven years since that time. I had been 
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f revionsly -m clergyman of the ertafiSsfted- aburetf uf 
Scotland, and afterwards a pastor of m separate e&igr& 
gtftkfts of Christians. I bad preached several tktteS'Oift 
fhe sublet of baptism; and had endeavoured to* shew* 
fftat? the sprinkling of the m&nfs of believers was ChriS- 
tfa* baptism. I ha*, as I thought* caratoBy studio* 
the sublet. I can now, however, go to the root of my 
prejudice*; and am very sire tftcst they dkt <not spring 
pt#eK from simple ignorance. Alter f was baptteed, 
ft became an object of cariosity with mey'to collect 
every work of atey notoriety, aneieot o* modem, on the* 
subject* I betfeve, I possess a larger list of books re- 
lating to it, than any one I know, I have dipt into 
mo»t of them, from Cyprian to 1 Williams, and Edwaads*:** 
bnt I read' with most attention the defences of Infant 
Baptism; being satisfied with the Scriptures, on the 
baptism of believers* Observing, however, in your 
Magazine of October, an argument for baptizing infants, 
t* the.besV you say, " yon bave met witlv-r-irrefraga- 
tmv^-direct, — long overlooked, — yet simple,, anil cont 
elusive," I could not belp being attracted, by such an 
extraordinary eloge; — as the usual mode of proof front 
circumcision, &c. is so circuitous, and inferential auct 
writers in most treatises, essays, sermons, &c„ repeat 
only after one another, what Baptists .on the one band* 
and Paedobaptists, on the other, say, has often been 
before refuted. As I proceeded, I was charmed, I own, 
by the simplicity of the argument : — *' o»x»a denotes in 
fhe New Testamerif, household" — '* owo? a honse, oi 
family"— " a family living together/* — " there can be n6 
family without children." — "The word never describes a 
married pair, not having children;" *an& in Several in- 
stances, it denotes children in distinction from their pa- 
rents/' Well, thought I, if this be true, far on as I ani 
in years, I must ask for the old path. I must renounce 
my present persuasion, and the Sermons on Infant 
Baptism, which I once intended to publish forty years 
tfgo, shaH be brought out, witb all the recommendation 
which atature experience and the singula? circumstance 
of a second change of sentiment when one is 1 nearly 
seventy years of age, can give them. H is happy, how* 
ever, that the argument will not take long time to oow- 
sftlef. An hour, I think, witb Schmidins's ConcoTtfcmce 
in my band, will do the business. Accordingly, sir; I 
ttiade haste anntdelayed not. I examined 1 every passage 
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tfnerc otei* ami 01*01 occur, in the NeVTe^ment!. And 
though it would be highly improper, to expect that y&X 
have room for ail, I hope that you wiiPda me the favotrr 
of inserting some of them, in the Magazine, with the 
version there recommended. I, as wsB ad yotr, feel 
persuaded that this cannot fail to cotififm the minds off 
the wavering, and to reclaim from the bitterness 4( 
party, those who are misled by pteursibie arguments ftr 
opposition to the Words of Scripture, in their plain ' 
sense and import I have arranged the passages wlrere^ 
etxoq occurs, in three classes; and, in a fourth, I htrver 
stated the parallelism in two passages between* oix** 
and 0**0?. I appeal to the consciences of your readers, 
if any of them has suffered cruel Wrong by its associate 
tfon. 

CLASS I.— Matt. xxi. 13. My family has been 
called a family of prayer ; but, ye have made it a (ten 
of thieves. Matt, xxiii. 38. Behold your family is left 
unto you desolate — ii. 26. and Luke vi. 4. David went 
into the family of God, and dkl eat the shew-bread* 
Acts ii. 2. There came a sound from heaven, as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the family where 
they were sitting, vii. 49. Heaven is my throne, and 
what family will ye build me? 

Class II. — Mark ii. 1. Again he entered into Caper- 
naum, and it was noised, that he was in the family > and' 
straightway many were gathered* so that there was no 
ntafm, v» not so much 89 at the door-^-and bringing 
one sick of the palsy, they uncovered the roof. Mask 
iii. 19, And the twelve went into 1 A family. Mark v. 
38. And he came to tht family of the ruler. Mark vii. 
Ift. Andtfcey returning to the/<wi%, fcmnd tht servant 
whole;— compered with vfcr. 6. when he Was now not 
far from tht f amity — the Centurion sent Ms friends, 
saying, " Lord, I am not worthy that thou shonktest 
enter under my roof." 

Class HI.— Lake i. 23. When ZeehariaV cime out 
Me departed to his own family, ver. ?. Now Zeehurias, 
and Elizabeth had no child, ver. 4fr. Mary entered 
into the family of Zeeharias and saluted Elizabeth, 
▼ler. 26. Mary abode with her three months and re- 
turned to her own family. 

Class tV. — Matt. x. 12, 13. When ye come into a 
household salute it — and if the houseAcW be worthy, 
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let your peace eome upon them. Luke x. 5, 6\ Into- 

whatever household ye enter first say, " Peace "be to 
this family, and in the same household remain." 

I will not trouble you, or your readers, with more 
passages, unless you desire it; — when there are many 
equally clear and conclusive with the above, both from 
the New Testament and the Ixx. — which may be pro- 
duced. Meanwhile, I beg your readers to observe, 
that the passages placed in Class I. shew that the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem is ot*o* or the house of God. Class II. 
Contains such passages as from circumstances related 
with, or essential to them, shew that otxo? denotes a 
huitding, and not persons. In the third, I have pre- 
sented otxo? used to express the families of two persons 
who ,had no children. 

Iu Class IV. the passages contain otxta and omoq in 
different evangelists, and in the same, used as con- 
vertible terms : the family residing in the house, with- 
out any distinction of children from domestics; so that, 
after all, the household of Stephanas, who had " ad- 
dicted themselves unto the ministry of the saints,*' 
1 Cor. xi. 15. may be the very same family whom Paid 
baptized, 1 Cor. i. 16. I do earnestly request, if I have 
made any blunders, in this business, you would correct 
it in the Magazine; for reasons of some consequence to 
myself, and the cause of truth; and, with salutations to 
all your o»xo?, t » my sense, not in that of the Reviewer 
in your Magazine, t. e. not excepting those who tlo not 
live with you, nor yourself, 

1 am, dear sir, year's sincerely, 

Charles Stuart. 

P. S. If on any account you do not incline to insert 
this in the E. M. I beg the favour of you to send it to* 
the Rev. Mr. Ivimey, Harpur-street, for the Baptist 
Magazine" 

The only rational attempt that has been made to 
meet arguments adduced in the previous Letters to the 
Deacon, is the following paper. The young gentleman 
who wrote it, has taken the right way to attain truth, 
by examining scripture: I honour his zeal, and would 
congratulate his talents : but truth compels me to meet 
^is observations with an unreserved, and unremitted 
series of contradictions. 
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' ©N TH£ MtiANINO OP THE WORDS 
OIK02 an© OIKIA. 
To the Editors of the Baptist Magazine. 

I believe a wish has been very generally felt, amotfg 
your leaders, that controversial papers, on the subject 
of baptism, mighty for seme considerable time at least* 
be excluded from the magazine; not, I apprehend, 
from a suspicion of the weakness of their cause, but 
• from a desire to avoid, or allay, that bitterness of spirit, 
which such papers do commonly occasion or increase* 
It appears, however, that the time for which we had 
longed, and on the attainment of which we had begun 
to congratulate ourselves, is already expired. Another 
pamphlet,* in support of infant baptism, has made its 
appearance, and has been hailed, by one reviewer,f with 
joy approaching to, triumph* t hope, t for the sake of 
truth, of fair argument, and good breeding, it will not 
be long ere your pages exhibit a just character of this 
assuming and boasted performance. In the mean time, 
I trust, I shall not be thought to infringe on the 
province of the reviewer, if I enter on the investigation 
of one of the arguments it adduces in favour of infant 
baptism. I am induced to do so, niore especially, 
because it must be confessed, that the argument is new, 
and has a very plausible bearing on the subject. 

The argument to which I allude, in substance is this: 
— The words oUoq and ow«, by our translators rendered 
indifferently home or household, have distinct significa- 
tions. The import of the term •»**#, includes all the 
inhabitants of a house; but scripture always employs 
the term oUo*, to denote kindred in the nearest possible 
degree; and, therefore, emphatically, children; while 
it uniformly, and necessarily, excludes servants. Hence 
it is inferred, that the apostles, who so frequently baptized 
the collection of persons, called an otxof, but never speak 
of baptizing an ow*«, must have baptized infant children.! 

I believe this statement is correct and adequate; but, 
without attending, at present, to the justice of the 
inference, let us try, by the 1 scriptural use of the terms 
oiKOf and oi*k», the validity of the distinction; and, in 
order to secure impartiality, let us judge of the obvious 

* Facts and Evidence* on the Subject of Baptism: by the Editor of Calmet'* 
Dictionary. t Evangelical Magazine for September and October. 

t Rets and Evidences, letter II. p. 24-26. Letter 112. pp. 3-7* 
C 
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meaning tff a "few passages, before we know which of 
the terms is employed. 

"•Into Whatever house -ye cute*/' said our Lord to 

lm disniplas* "tint -any, P*aa* be to this bodse." 

Itiow, on whom are we to suppose that the disciples 

.Were to invoke tins blessing? On any esse part af the 

ttshabitants, e&clushte, or even irrespective, of the 

other ?^ Sorely, not. Their raittian had eqasd respect 

to ai/ the tahabitaats of avery house ttaycnteaed. To 

the blessings they had to propose* rmll <we« efcjuatty 

'welcome; dad they wore bound touse equal endeavours 

•with, all^ to procure their aaceptafice* iDoes - it not 

appear, therefore, that the word here leadened houm* 

Whatever it may be, refers to all the inhabitants, with- 

Out apy distinction between kindred and servants, and 

that it ctennot, whh any justice, he restricted to the 

fornier? But the word here wed ts «l*»f, whidh the editor 

. of Calmet's Dictionary asserts, nmiforwtiy denotes *•«- 

dredonfy. 

Let us lake another example.— in Acts, vii. 10, We 
arc infonaed, that Pharaoh made Joseph "governor 
over. Egypt* and rover all his house." By which, I sup- 
pose, we ate tq understand, that the king gave Joseph 
. (net a specific coritrcd over* his own children and rela- 
tives, merely and exclusively, if at ail, bat) an autiiority 
enter the royal domestic estaMianaieat, superior to that 
*f any other oiicer. Now, the term hone -employed 
m •r*^-*be very tern* wbiah the editor of €iliae?s 
Dictionary aeeure* us* can sonify t*thi*g>d*t kmdrsd 

'WherifheThJHppfan jattof itMJtftted; " matftnist I 
do to belated!" tfie apostles ansvKWd; " Believe dn 
the Lord Jesira Christ, and thou shaft be save^d, arid 
thy house." To Whfctfi does the tford house heft refer? 
Y& the jailor *hd tos drildtth, Ws relations, only? 
Bid then flitf assefrtk/rt, that thdafe wh6 believe shd» be 
saved, fefer to his kindred onty? Wotrfd not his 
servdhfe be sated also by ttitW And, ih proclaiming 
this general *rid afH-important tntfh, can We believe 
the apostles Employed a term, lvhic'h iteCesstfrllJr ex- 
cluded some wf 'those irhbta, in all probability, they 
then addressed? I can s^e tat one ground, on which 
the word here rised fcan be restricted to kindred; it js 
on the supposition, that the &Uh of Me^ecsot) ensures. 
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the salvatiort of fete relatives. 0ttt, Mi this ground, t 
presume that pious pgdobaptfsts would dot be wf* 
posed to sttuid*^-Now,> the ward used in t*ik pewat* 
it oi*^; and* notwithstanding the dtofu* of the tsiitbt 
of Calmet's Dictiouary, it appears to me to 4*t«u4 to all 
file inhabitants of tjie jailor's tonga. 

But, perhaps, additional light may be thrown on the 
subject byexaaunidg some of Aha parallel passages in 
the different evangelists* 

lb Mb*, a. 1$, it is saW, *« if the hduie be worthy 
let your peace eo*e npon itr tmt* if it be net Worthy, 
let year ptfaee return to ybui* 

To this passage, I presume, 'ttfke, *. ft- is pamllA 
* Into whatsoever house ve enter, first say, Peace be 
to this hodse. And if fee totlf peatic be tfiere^ 
Jfdur peace snail rest uped it; if dot, it shall turn to 
£ou again " 

In these passages, Matthew has used the term &kU § 
% «dd Luke bf*b<; f>at I cannot etineeive any possibility 
of doubt, whether the same persons are referred to in 
bdth. It canriot, surely, be supposed, that our Lord's 
instructions to his disciples, as recorded by cue evuu- 
gelist, refer to all the inhabitants of the houses into 
Which they might enter, and, as preserved by a nothe r„ 
otily tb a part of them; and, if this be dot maintained, 
thed the two words are used interchangeably; and are, 
of necessity, id spite of the editor of Calmet's Diction- 
ary, co-extensive in their import. 

Another instance occurs in Matt. xii. 25. " fivery 
kingdom divided against itself, is brought to oesolatien; 
and every city, or houses divided against itself* shall 
not x stand." 

The parallel is found in Lake, *i. 1%. " £ve§j 
kingdom divided against itself, is brought to cksolaliof*; 
and a house divided against a house, faUeth,*' 
. It is true, that the expression employed by J«ttksv " M 
bejuse against a house," differs from that employed bp 
Matthew, " a house against jtself." But notte> I appr)9« 
heap* will doubt, whether the sentiment conveyed be 
the same in both. Here, again, Matthew has employed 
Hie Wotti *•*»», and Lake o«»?j but it will dot, surely, 
Ms supposed, that in recording this discourse of our 
fa#rd> Ldke shedd torte tfeotght it necessary to a* ft 
c 2 
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term, which necessarily excludes a part of that Collect 
tiou of persons, of whom Matthew speaks; and, if it 
be not* then non obstante the editor of Caimet's Die* 
tionary* the signification of •**©$, is not more .limited 
than that of *m*. 

There are two passages, in which the apostle speaks 4 
of " the house of Stephanas." In 1 Cor. i. 16, he says, 
"I baptized the house of Stephanas; 7 ' and, in 1 Cor. 
xvi. 15, he says, " I beseech yon, brethren^ know th£ 
' house of Stephanas." — Can any question be' raised, 
Whether be refers to fife same persons in both? Does 
he not, in the latter, plainly commend, to the affec* 
tionate regard of the church, those whom, in the former, 
he tells us he baptized'? Tn the former, the apostle 
uses the term -ohm*, and, in latter, otxta. Npw, admitting, 
for a moment, the distinction between these words, let 
lis see what will follow. Paul baptised the children 
(&>*cr) of Stephanas; but, by his recommending the 
household ( ***»* ) to the esteem of the church, it appears, 
that the servants also were baptized; and, as Paul says 
nothing of baptizing them, it is fair to conclude, that 
they were baptized at a subsequent period. But the 
apostle eommeuds them all (o»x**) to the church, and 
calls them all " the first-fruits of Achaia;" which, t 
suppose, he would not have done, had they not all beea 
baptized as the haute (m*G*)> w^s on his first journey, 
and at the same time P Hence, I think, it is evident, 
that he employs the two words interchangeably; and, 
if so, notwithstanding the support of the editor of Cai- 
met's Dictionary, the distinction falls to the ground. 

I trust, that your readers will receive, with candid 
attention, -these plain observations, from one who is not 
much accustomed to critical research ; but one, who is 
happy to know enough of Greek, to consult his New 
Testament, and to try for himself, by that plain and 
all-sufficient test, the validity of an argument, though it 
has been discovered by the editor of Caimet's Diction- 
ary, and, in support of it, he " defies the utmost severity 
of criticism!" 

TROFHlMtJS." 

This letter deserves attention. Trophimus com- 
mences with allusions to certain quondam proposals 
in the _B. M. to drop controversy: I recollect some* 
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thing of the kind; but it was instantly c&totillKfcted 
in practice by the admission of J. R.'s paper " on 
Households,"— a well-knowHcoiun) vert td subject; aiwJ, 
-, most decidedly, in Mr. Fuller's very inconsiderate, and 
unqualified Challenge: an article not called for, but 
absolutely volunteered ex mero nwttt. Further, Tru- 
phiraus describes one of the arguments used hy the 
E,,C. as " new ;" no, it is not ntw ;— as ^ M disco my f 
the E. C. claims none:— as " feru -j/fauaibtr ;" no, 
neither is it very plausible : — it is either demonstrative* 
or it is null. 

* In our enquiries after Truth, it h of great moment to 
establish the rules which are to guide us; had these 
b$en present to the mind of Trophimus* as the diligent 
disciple of a worthy and learned tutor, and had he 
tried bis paper by the first rule, only, he would not 
have ventured it. As to Dr. Stuart, it gives me pain to 
be obliged to wish that he had read the book, which 
his paper purports to answer. 

By the following Rules let all attempts to elucidate 
Scripture be guided. 

The first rule is extremely well expressed by Dr. 
Ryland: it has been my guiding star for many years; 
and not less while investigating the word Baptism; 
which in various places it has restored from a perverted, 
to a strict and proper meaning: but, U is perfectly 
applicable to other words, also, — w every word 

SHOULD BE TA^EN If* IT8 PRIMARY, .OBVIOUS, 
AND ORDINARY MEANING, UNLESS THERE BE 
SOMETHING IN THE CONNEXION, OR IN THE NA- 
TURE OF THINGS, WHICH REQUIRE IT TO BETAKEN 

otherwise." I merely ask Trophiraus, what there is 
in the connexion, or in the nature of things, which 
prevents the term house in the texts he lias adduced 
from being taken in its primary, obt'ioi& t and ordinary 
meaning, for a DWELUNG-farose? 

The second rule is : * - 

Whenever by the connexion of a term, or 
by tub natur3 of things, we are obliged* 
to depart from the primary, obvious, and 

ORDINARY, MEANING OF A WORD, WE 8HQULD 

C a 
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JNUMftT Aft Mfffltft A* FOSSIfct* mum fKAW ' 
MEANING, AND EVEN WITH JtELUCTANCE. 

r The necessity of this rule is trident, also, on the we*d 
BaptUnh: for, though to the English sender it imports 
purification, yet the Greek scholar knows that it if 
metaphorically taken to denote corruptim. 

Thirdly: 
Whatever f& EXPRESSED 1$ scripture js 
CONCLUSIVE argument: whatever is not 
EXPRESSED, is not CONCLUSIVE. 

The Public will give me credit for the extrenie reluc* 
tance with which I enter on a philological disquisition; A 
the gross errors already stated, plead my apology : . 
they must of necessity, be corrected* I thought, J 
had done enough to prevent them; but, it has fltot 
proved so. That I was perfectly aware of the proper 
sense of the term koute 9 - r in which aen$e the texts 
adduced by my antagonists ought tp be takfifl,-- let 
the foilowin^passages witness. 

j>««Tn, H Ttm English teup, fto*j*, means a building, or 

to D ^° n residence: out-houses, are buildings somewhat aemoyed 

p.», from the family: usually inhabited by inferior persons,, 

servants, assistants, &c."— " The term Ao«#?, in the 

*<•<*- p*3&, sense of a bdilding, can have no connection with the 

subject of baptispi of persons."-. 

Jitter m. " You have already seen, that the term houte in Jthe 
to Deacon sense of FAMILY, is metaphorical: and is derived fronj 
p« & 4- the terjn house in the original sense of a building. — 
I say, a building; — not a tent; but a fixed, perma^ 
iiebt, and lasting residence. Now, as we are able at all 
times to recur to the proper use of this term, we %ye 
equally able to correct any mistake that may occur in, 
tpe metaphorical use of it: and since we find the terni 
used metaphorically in several languages, we may be 
anre, that there is such a correspondence and similarity 
between the original object, and the significative appli- 
cation of the term, that with a little prudent* and pa- 
tience ow enquiries into its teal meaning, cannot nut at 
aatisitetoyy snoeeas. Give me leave, tbereJbra, to set 
before yen the plan of a iattse, as such ba&ihigg ana 
fBjMaaajy eMstpKRtfd in Greece; and a*><w« h**e ewijr 
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-to MM^ tUey were comrtouly t»*tln«rtcili*iji 
ancient «gea. Ortetoly, I do not mean- to infer, thai 
e wg r y house coreetponds to this plan: but, l submit it»- 
as enabling, yea to form & general, an ordinary, orlead* 
ing conception, of such an establishment, sniiicieot fti. 
every useful purpose, when you wish to bring a pro* 
pes** fcfea to the tost of Matter of fact. 



GARDEN, or GROIJNJQS. 



HOTSE. 
01K0S. 

, FAMIIX 
boo*. 



ENTRANCE, vO*m 



The first remark on this figure is, the separation of 
the out-houses from the principal dwelling. It is evi r 
dent that, correctly speaking, the house cannot be said 
to mehtde the grounds and out-houses: the house might 
be bmik *f>, or pulled down, enlarged, or diminished, 
without altering the out-booses, in the least. But, 
the out-looses my be said, without amy force on las*, 
gunge* to unlade the house: — and certainly, the whole 
amy be expressed by one comprehensive termw-estafe* 
IkAmesrt-^pye M MBe s . ■ res idonee^-place— DMiMings» &o* 
We hmv0 <mky to suppose that the house U built of 
steoes; or permanent materials in eoaabantiom; (not 
so tin out-howe*) to complete the conception, sjtmV 
oiently Jbr out pujpoeo. 

itch ie the ptfejor a*4 real ap o lie oe io n of the tns» 



For what p us yi n, w*f* thtto toyamteAsaajtiuiia, iim% 
to preventthe acceptation of the term house, in a wrong 
c 4 
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sense, in reference to baptism? As thqr Wve *pwved 
insufficient; I must entreat the reader's "patience, while 
the proper meaning of these terms oikos and oikia, under- 
goes examination, and while we ascertain its bearing on 
the main subject. 

OIKOE r ^* >e *** st F^W 6 recommtaded to consideration is 
this: — 

JScclus. " The first indispensables for human life are — water, 

w 28. and bread, and a wrapper for the body, and — oi&o«~a 
hut, to conceal the shame of the party. Better is the 
life of a poor man under the shelter of a shed, or — log- ' 
bouse, than delicate (are at another man's. Be it little 
' or much, hold thee, contented; and/ thou shait not hear 

reproach cast on thy — oifo'a— residence. It is a misera- 
ble life to go from oikia to oikU—hom residence to 
ir#potxtj- residence : and where thou dost not own even a hovel, 
cus thou shalt not open thy mouth;. Thou mayest receive 
food; thou mayest' receive drink; bestowed with an ill 
mpoixf gnice;,and bitter words upon it. "Come house/mi, 
^\ help spread the table: and hand me up the dish, that I 
mav eat. — Go away, house/***, from before a man of 
fashion; my oikia — whole establishment — all my lodg- 
ing room — is engaged : a brother (grandee) is coming 
to enjoy my hospitality." These things are grievous to 
a man of understanding; the taunts of the — oikia — 
residence — and the upbraiding of him who has lent 
you" a lodging, 

It is evident, that oikos here describes tbe meanest 
shelter possible: and it is equally evident that oikia 
' implies an extensive establishment or capacious pre- 
mises. They are in absolute opposition to each 
other. — —It is clear also, that the compound word, 
juzr-oiKE, imports "not possessing a hovel of the 
meanest kind :" and it is so used — with an inexpressible 

Epkii,9. opposition, by the apostle. u Now therefore, ye are 
so more strangers, but fellow-citizens with the saints ; 

fftfoixoi *io more nov suless (vagrants) — but, as it were, inmates 
of the royal palace,— of the household of God." The 
apostle could not find a stronger term than jw% 
oike, to denote in what a forlorn state these heathen 
had been; — nor a stronger opposition, to denote their 
present happiness, as believing Christians, ' 
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;,Oo thb infcject I bowow a «efct*oe» in proof ttmt'Clas. jw, 
the structure cannot be too slight, th*t W marked by . No £^* 
the term oikos: It signifies a bird's nest;*-^?' it i& so p * 
used in the " Geoponic*," as edited by Niclas,.niere than, 
once, and damns is so used by Lucretius at the opening 
of the first book: " - 

4f Frondiferasque domos avium; camposque virentes." 

This will remind the reader of the Psalmist's expression, i-W"l- 
u the sparrow hath found a house"*- and again, " As for ""Jf" 
the stork, the fir-trees are her house:" u e. her roosting 
place. 

It is impossible to reduce the import of the term 
oikos, properly taken, lower; but we shall see the 
distinction yet more strongly, as we proceed in our 
investigation of oikia. 

In further proof that oiki a implies spacious premises, QIRJA 
consult the simile, 2 Mace, ii, 29. " For, as the architect 
of a new oikia — extensive residence, (say, a gentleman's 
seat) — must take care of the whole structure, in all its 
various parts. — So, to stand on every point, and to go 
over things at large, and to be curious in particulars, 
-belongeth to the (Archigetes,) the first author of the 
s$ory:" — not to those who abridge it — ~ 

An oikia then, resembles a history at large, includ- 
ing all particulars; and treating on every point speci- 
fically. 

The same extensive import of oikia, is satisfactorily MattU.il. 
expressed in the history of the Magi, who visited 
the Babe at Bethlehem. There was no room in the inn, 
says the evangelist ; his mother therefore retired to the 
stable:-^-" And the wise men came into the oikia — 



* Nor is this idea uncommon in reference to penons in other languages beside 
tne famous oikiscot of Demosthenes, in Greek : there is a pretty antique basso reliew 
representing a group of children, in a bird's nest, looking out for their parents; 
md the Welsh have a popular ]>oeni by Jolo Gocb, bard of Owen Glendwr, 
who passes the following encomium on his lady; 

His wife, the best of wives ! 

Eminent woman ! of a Knightly family: 
» Honourable, beneficent, noble, 

Her children come in pairs ; 

A- beautiful nsst of children! 
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cb*i* was, aad found him and Mi p*reate."-4* it oW 
Benetrative that fhfe otttfc am*** prosi toy <*eaot* tte 
dweMing-hotwe; k ***»*d«*ete ew*-bout*s. 

Whoever is acquainted with * Tamert* basifticft*, 
know*> that it requites c a iwM i n h b •***#, mA wftons 

Acts x. |it and large out-buildings: So tiie of&i of Simoi} the. 
lanoei; qf Joppa,— his establishment — was by the sea^ 
side:— and the men who were sent to Peter enquired 

Acts xL at for the establishment— oikia — of Simon: — and stood 
before the gate — not the door x>f the dwelling-bouse ; 

Acfexiff. but the gate of the Tanner's yard.'* The premises 
therefore included the dwelling-house, on the top ©^ 
which, Peter bad bh visiou, and the offices, jardi &«* 
around it. 

This is also strikingly apparent, to the slightest at* 
4c*xii.t& tention, in the history of Peter's deliverance* Having 
***** considered — he came to the oikia — premises, of Maiy 
the mother of John, where many were gathered to- 
gether, praying: And Peter knocked at the door of the 
gate — not the door of- the dwelling-house, but of the 
outer gate, — and a damsel named Rhoda, went out to, 
listen — and when she knew Peter's voice — $be opened 
- not the gate for joy» but, naming in — r -. It seems 
then, that Mary's dwelling-house, standing across a 
court yard, somewhat removed from the street, pre* 
served that privacy which the case required ; as pas- 
sengers could not hear the devotions offered: — the 
outer gate of the court yard, had a smaller door; and 
the whole was strongly fastened: Rhoda ran across the 
court y*rd to the outer gate; where, she knew Peter's 
voice; and immediately ran, across the court yard back 
again. 

Now, if the reader will turn to the plan given, he will 
. perceive, in an instant, how this might be, with the. 
court yard, or interval supposed between the house and 
the outer gate. The passages illustrate the figure, no- 
less, than the figure illustrates the passages. , 

If the out-house$> (and court yard) include, the houses 
it is clear that they are distinct erections: they are 
divisible; they may be separated. Let us further e*> 
imjnethjb; 
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fl*r the idea otdhirtWHiy h attache* to this term 
in theM, T. is evident from the language of the apostle, 
u in a grefrt house — not oikos— as bur translation ml^ht : 2Tim.iiJ$. 
lead ut to suppose— but otftfa, there are not only vessels 
of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; 
and some to honour and some 4o dishonour,* The 4 
whole of this passage imports divisibility. 

So, says our Lord, u In my Father's house — not Johnxir, $ 
oifcos, but cikia — are many mansions." Many mansions 
imply divisibility; and,. together with this, premises, 
extensive, spacious, wide, large, broad, infinitely be* 
yond the feeble comprehension of mortal man. 

It is well, known, that the Evangelists frequently 
express the same fact in different terms, and denote the 
same identical object by different appellations, vtf in 
the case of the Paralytic, Matthew ix. Q. Mark ». 11. 
and Luke v. 24. all three say, <r take up thy bed, and 
go to thine house~-oikos. The Pharisees are charged 
with " devouring widows' houses," Matt *xiii, 14. 
Mark xu\ 40. Luke xx. 47. — all read oifcw ; not oikou 
So in the passages subsequently adduced, though there be 
a dozen variations among the evangelists, in the phrase* 
©logy forbidding a man to regard the property in bis, 
dt&Mt, yet not one of the sacred writers substitutes piko* 
for oikia. And further; in the course of a long history, 
comprising no lets than sixty-six verses, in which wo 
have the words over and over again, and from the 
mouths of different speakers, not one stumbles on this 
interchange of oikps and oikia,— hot every speaker pre- 
serves the distinction. I allude to the history of Cor- Acttx. x% 
mbm- The dwelling of Conwhtvr » called' hit otitis, 
by the servants o4 Cornelius, verse 28,— by Coraelhi* 
himself, verse 80,— and by Peter, twice in the following; 
chapter, yerses 12, 13. On the contrary, the dwelling 
Of Simon is called oikia, chap. x. ver. 6. by the angel; 
ver. 17. by the evangelist; ver. 3$, by Cornelius; and 
again, chap, xj, ver. 11. by Peter. Now, bow is it t^at 
90 interchange occurs here, if the words be interchange*: 
able? The fact is, St. Luke was a good Greek writer, 
ao4 was well aware of the difference, 

^ With all these distinctions, and diametrical opposh 
lions, staring me in the nice, am I to be persuaded Uw4 
these terms are mttrchangeabU, in their proper accept 
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tytiop t . t What I is a hut interchangeable 1 with » great 
house? Is the same term that signifies the fragile Ma- 
terials and small dimensions of a bird's nest inter- 
changeable with that which denotes the heavenly seat 
of Almighty power and glory! Is the careful distinction 
preserved. by the evangelists, the merely casual result 
of accident? Those may believe these inconsistencies 
who can, '. 

But, if I could believe these inconsistencies, it 
s*tili remains to be observed,; — and the observation is 
decisive — that one of these terms, oikos, is a masculine 
noun, while oikia is a feminine noun. Pray, how long 
have nouns masculine and feminine been so freely in- 
terchangeable, in Greek ? Are prince, princess;---jew K 
Jewess;— tiger, tigress, fyc. interchangeable, in English? 
That they denote the same ' genus and species, is cer- 
tain;'— but, as terms in language, they are not inter- 
changeable. 

Neither can a part be the same as the whole, or be Jn^ 
terchangeable with it; now, that oikos, really is part of 
oikia, was long ago observed by a very competent 
Grecian; and deprives the remark of all claim to 
#< novelty,'* or <* discovery." Su.ch is the testimony of 
Hesychius; and of Biel, repeating him. 

Hestchius. <hxo$. okiyn oix»«. oikos, a small oikia. 

Odjssey, $• 16. 

jtwr-jugt re t«« weto*. also a certain part of the oikia* 

Ii.Z.400. Od.A.356. 

N. B. Penelope was really within the building when 
die was commanded to go into the oikos, which is de- 
scribed as an upper and retired apartment. 

xtti r* tp m oixm». and the substance, or property, 
within the oikia. Od. B. 48. 

* On this passage a learned friend observes, — " I have 
a doubt whether the reference in this last case sanctions 
the interpretation; the 0»oto* Va.*** wa^ir** oXtaat, 
seems to express the property within' the oikia, and the 
oikos appears as if jt ought to be taken in the sense of 
family. For, by ruining the substance, they would re- 
duce and ruin the name, the family, as we should say. 
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fcftheug a at present tkat family might consist only of 
'TeJemachus." 

Perhaps it is to our purpose* on this occasion, to 
notice, that in the Evangelists, the property of a 
householder, is described ns deposited in die oikia; 
for, the person who is said to be on his house-top, is 
directed not to go down to take any thing out of his 
mkm, Matt. xxiv. 17. or, as Mark expresses it, xiiu 15. 
"Let him not go down into his oikia; neither let Mm 
enter therein — whieh implies some distance to-be passed 
over; and marks a strong distinction; for, whoever 
was on his house-top, was already in his oiko$; therefore 
he could need no caution against " entering therein. 9 
Luke, xvii. 31. speaks of " his stuff— Aw property-* 
in the oikia," which is strictly and remarkably con- 
formable to this passage in Homer. 

Biel.— " oih©c. domus, tentorium, templum, con* Tkwnw, 
clave, familia. Gen. ix. 21. xxiv. 67. Num. ix* 16* * m LXJC * 
Dent. v. 30. Ee. xxxii. 14. 1 Chron.xxix. 19. Gem 
vii. 1. 2 Kings in. 1, 6, 8, 9. et confer. Luke i. 27. 
et Pfochenium de StyL N, T. § 120. . 2 Kings xxxiii, 
8, 13. — Q'n jWtt, 1 .Chron. Ji. IQ. Jer. xyi. 14^ 
Amos iii. 1. Zepb. i. 9. cubiculum. conclave. Jer. , 
xxxv. 4. Jer. xxxvi. 10, 12, 20, 21. et confer Lud. 
j>£ dieu ad. Act 1. 13. Sic et Josepho* de Belk 
Jud. vi. 6. conclavia circa templum structa vocantur 
uxoik Eodem sensu vox legitur in ilia Poetae, Odyss. 
A. v. 3$3. 

'AAA f*$ o**of itfpa ra rawnr *ey* x©fu£s. 
Sed obi in conclave, et tuarum rerum curam hahe*. 
Quo respiciens Hesychtus, «»xo» interpretatuf /upo? t> 
•m* omi«k partem quandam domus." 

t. e. " Oikos. house, tent, temple, parlour, family, inner 
chamber. The coenacula, or retiring rooms, built a- 
round the temple, were called oikoL In the same sense 
the word is employed in the Odyssey. Book i. 358.— 

" But go into your parlour, and mind your own 
business. 

On which authority, Hesyciuus interprets oiko^ 
a certain part of a housed 
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The reference* to tons, fllU, will not escape the 
reader. The following remarks, are by the learned 
friend already mentioned: — "The custom among the 
middle classes of calling a part of the building inhabited 
fcy the residents, " the heme" I have observed to be 
common in Yorkshire, as well as in Lincolnshire, 
Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, and the northern coun- 
ties. Mrs. — ^— — f says, it is also prevalent both 
in Suffolk and Essex. "When a building is divided 
into two lower apartments, one for the family, and 
Hie other for the servants, the former is called the 
kerne; and the latter the kitchen. When into three; 
the one commonly used by the family, " the house;" 
that appropriated: to company, the " pattern?;" and 
the c4facr tiw kttohe*.'' 

I suspect that this notion of a retired apaftntaBt, of 
appropriate division of a large building, expressed by 
tie term vikos, occurs more frequently than critics 
have pointed out. Even the abode of Jupiter, on 
Olympus, seems to have conformed to it: for, We titad* 
(Iliad A. 532. 3, 4, 5,) that the gods had a great Jiall* 
l«p# Aw?, in which they met to hold councils, tOiftoe> 
and to sup: but, after supper, they retired f#o# •koJtk 
i**<rroi, ad suam fwwf ttf domum t eaeh to bis own Oikb*, 
his division of the common palace; for Olympus was 
common to all the gods : and there can be no doubt* 
but what in this, Homer took his description ftwfc 
a well-known custom of bis time. The Labyrinth of 
Egypt, Herod* lib. i. cap. 148, is an instance, in point. 

The same idea of a separate apartment, and ap- , 

parently a retired one, we find conveyed in later ages 

by this word: for Eusebius informs us, that the council 

Enseb. of bishops, at Nice, was held in a large HALL-ftXros— 

VitaCoiwt of the Royal resideuce — w piawratv otxv totto-AtM* 

ia 'v'alei. This ne ^pro^ ln another place, by " the great Hull 

p. 581. i^ the palace" — oimp piyiroy U ro7i £a<nXf wk, — 5 ©r, as he 

calls it, elsewhere, owe©* iv*«mp»o$ — an oratory, or place 

of prayer:— not a temple, not a separate building— 

but, a chapel, an apartment in the Palace itself, destined 

to sacred service: certainly, not accessible to all the 

world; but, as becomes a place of prayer, at least, 

toured from the noise and bustle of the palace. 
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If, Ann, 0J&90 be a small nikm,— if t*ftot foe A 
*ART, or JDivifiidN> in an <w/rttf,— if it be an npitar 
part* an elevation, wtttle the oihia extends tn b remdt h, 
bow can time nouns be interchangeable? And if amr& 
and Idrgr, a fwrr* and #fte tvUf^ foigfa and brtadth* 
be ndt fntdrcbimgeable, — then, the argument of my op- 
ponents tails to the ground;— *nd with it, J take the li* 
'berty «f paying— with it Alls the whole of their system* 

After this long diatribe on the proper meaning of the 
-terms, and the distinction between them, it is unneces- 
sary to say much oil th&lfigwqt&e acceptation of them 
which belongs immediately to our subject, in reference Rob Ih 
to living persons, — to families. I shall, therefore* 
merely recall to the reader's recollection, our second 
vule j©f interpretation, which imports, tliat we keep. 
mmmrfy #v pambk to the proper meaning of a word* 
notwithstanding it be taken metaphorically * And,-** 
neither of my opponents has considered these words ill 
-this seme, tier their distinctions,-! shall That; adduce a 
^passage or |wo, for the sake of order :,al«nfyt<b*aring in 
mind, the positive affirmation of Aristotle — hitherto 
unimpeached, — that oikos is a society of free persons* 
whereas oikia is com pose fl of both bond and free, — and 
consequently, it includes the oikos, which forms a part 
of it: artd here also the part cannot be the same as the ' 
whole, or interchangeable with it. 

s Thut it wns enmsson in the East for a son, though 
(inarried, to continue in bis father's house, for years, is 
well known: and such an instance we have, in which it 
is not possible to exclude young children from the 
import of the term oikos in die seuse of family. 

In word and deed honour thy father and thy £00101.121. 
mother; that upon thee may come blessings from all * 
men. 

For the blessing of a rather established the oikous 
— houses — of sobs: while the curse -of a mother rooteth 
njp foundations." 

The blessing of a father has no effect on brick and 
mortar; the term therefore must mean a family, — a 
family ofj/oumg children; for such infantine prattlers 
.are the delight of a grand-father. 
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Heave to those of greater leisure the examination at 
classic writers on this subject; but would observe,** 
passings that Lycophron calls an adulterer, "the cor- 
$p rupter of oikos : fp meaning, not merely the seducer of 
wives, but the corrupter of the blood,-~ of the family- 
destent, by introducing a spurious brood. And further, 
it is evident, that all the women in Penelope's house- 
hold, oikia — as well a» the. dozen, that Ulysses dangled 
on a rope, might have been seduced by Penelope's 
suifors,< without affecting the fidelity of their mistress 
in the least : — as on the other hand, had Penelope alone 
been unfaithful to her husband Ulysses, the chastity 
of all her attendants would have been no compensation 
to him. , 

Pumenil. The Latin writers use the word domus— home, m 
M*Sy n * the same sense. And there is somewhat of the sane 
** distinction between domus > — its, domus — t r as between 
oikos and oikia: — [The modern Italian preserves it, 
strongly; for casa is a house t but casone, wHli an ad- 
ditional syllable, forming the termination, is a great 
large house.] 

So, speaking of families, Juvenal says, 

Eveirttre domos totat optantibus ipeie 

M forties— - Satx.7. 

" The too easily acceding gods overturn houses-— 
dtscent of families, — by granting the wishes of their 
principals, in behalf of their children." He speaks also 
of a house— family — descent, disgraced by adultery: 

Dedecus ilk domus sciet ultimus. 

lb. 342. 

On the whole, it is evident that children are the 
primary objects of— oikos — house; but, I have already 
said, that oikos includes connections by marriage ; the 
son-in-law, and the daughter-in-law, with I heir children; 
the family-descent . I know but one text where it ex- 
presses family-ascent : yet nothing can be clearer than 
the consanguinity marked by the term, even in that text 

I.Tim, v. 4. " If any widow have children or grand-children (which 
is the meaning of the word rendered nephews, in Eng« 

to* die* Tr.) let them learn to shew piety in their own family— 
«*©». and to requite their parents." Exactly coincident with 
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\tm b (for winch reason I quote it*) is' the expression 
of Pindar — " the house thrioe tictor in the Olympic 0de x j* 
games :" meaning, the family 'of Xenophon, to whom 0ixoy 
the ede is addressed: «\ e.~l. Xenophon,— 2; bis father ToX 
Thessalus, awl— 0. his grandfather Ptaeodoms. Is it J imK J^ 
possible, that knowing this; the £. C. intended to re* 
strict the term oi kos to children? to children " only 
and Always"! and, if so, what could he mean by in* 
troducing a quotation from Aristotle, importing that* 
t( Oikqs "is. a society connected together according to 
tne course of nature, fpr long continuance"? I know, 
that this version has bee* the subject of dogmatical 
reprobation; a^nd that it has been accused of straining 
flie passage, to serve a turn. Would those who have^ 
playecj t^ie critic on this occasion have had it rendered 
" for every day," as some have dpne? A society to be 
changed nye or six times in a week ! how monstrous ! 
— Any sense impoverishes the seutiment* unless by 
"every day" all the days of Itfe are intended; as 
t)u Val understood it. And it was so understood long 
before Pu Val; for Cicero has very elegantly distri* 
buted the argument of Aristotle, where he describes the 
progress of * family** The,first social connection, ^ e 5f - 0ff "±y 
says, is tbf conjugal: then that of children; these hb,1 * c *" # 
constitute # domus — house (or family) common to all* 
liiis is Jhe* commencement ,pf a city, as it were, the 
plantation of young trees, — the succession-plot^ of the 
common weal. Then follow the union of brothers and 
their families; of sisters anf) *heir families; and when 
one house cannot contain f jheir numbers,. they form 
other houses, colonizing, as it were.' After these fol- 
low relations by marriage •]•*•• they, have tbesanm 
family descent, the same family recollections, the same 
family rites, and the same family sepulchre.".. . 

This society, then, extends from the cradle to the 



* Nam cum sit hoc natur* commune animantium, ut habeant lubidinem pro- 
Creandi, prima socktas in ipso coojpgio est* proxima in Jiberis: deinde una. 
domus, communia omnia. Id autem est pincipiura urbis, et quasi ,seutrnarium 
tei publics. Sequuntur fratrum conjunction^, post consobrinorum sobriBorum- 
qu» : qtfi xsum uaa dorao jam capi non possint, in alias domos, tamquam in 
fcolonVas, exeunt. Sequuntur connubia et afiiuitates : ex qu*bus etiam piures 
jiropinqui, Quae propa^atio, et suboles, origio est re rum publicarum. Sanguinis 
autem conjunctio, bemvolentia devincit homines et caritate. Magnum est 
enim eadem habere monumeuta majormu, eisdem. utj sa?m, sepulcra l*abert 
toroamaa. _ 

D 
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fcrave: £ro» the original parents, peihaf* to utmi 
cousins: and to this relation it may, possibly, be traced 
in Scripture. But what is there here, inconsistent with 
the idea, that children are the primary, and usually the 
immediate, object of the term family? Is it pot accord- 
ing te Nature to place them first t and does not Cicero 
himself, as well as Aristotle, follow that course in this 
very passage, wherein he traces consanguinity and aft» 
nity, tp their utmost extent ? 

Now, in all this, where are servants, or slaves ad- 
mitted? Is the relation of master and slave! "according 
to the course of Nature"? Will Trophimus persuade 
Mr. Wifljerforce of this? I venture to promise him, 
that when he has obtained that gentleman's sanction to 
his egregious discovery, he may depend on my believ- 
ing Transubstantiation, at his request. 

Can we separate the idea of children, — young chil* 
llren — infants, from the terms ** house of Israel, — how* 
of Jacotv^-toraJre of Judah, — home of David* t— Surely 
not: for wfthout descents b$ infants, What bec6mes of 
the nation?- — 

Now, if we cannot 'separate the. idea of children from 
a nation, from a ftfog crescent, how can We separate it 
from the families composing that nation, fVoni an im- 
mediate descent,*— from any one link in the chain of 
descent? 

1 It then, cMMren of aft. ages be the prhhary and ttoi- 
mroJmte object of the term family, according to the 
Course of Nature, according to the general atra estab- 
lished trse of the word*, J say, it rests with those who* 
undertake to ponfate this proposition, to shew' con- 
vincing cause' ft* denying thfe itnpott "of tile tevni ftt 
anj place, they select ; but especially where the te.rm 
occurs \m Scrijphite; connected With' taptism: I say, they 
are Jbouud to shew* in the in s tanc es of Cornelius, of 
the Jailor, of Lydia, of Stephanas, of Grispus* and of 
Onesfphorus, to which add those of Aristobulus, and 
'of Narcissus, wkh the many believers which formed 
the church of Corinth, that there neither totre, nor. 
could be, children— young children— In any one of 
these instances. t 

If this be thought too much trouble, the putpto* 
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Ittaybe arfcwered with equal certainty, and, no doubt, SeeLettw 
easily; pleasantly! by merely proving that the families f<J ~]? v 
of the bishop, of the deacon, and of the young women, con, 
in Timothy, DOttof include— cannot include — 
children — young children — I N fants. 

I hear, it is said* that in proving the distinction 
between house and family, in our own language, I have 
taken advantage of the house of Hanover being on the 
British throne; and that our oiler language does not 
authorize the distinction. Yet, if we look into our an- 
cient writers we shall'find it. 

So Milton, on Divorce, book ii. ch* 12.-* — " JioW 
hurtful, how destructive to the house, [faniily*4escen.t] 
the church, and the commonwealth!" 

So Shakespeare, King Lear, Act ii. Sc. 4* 

— ; — — Ask her forgivness ! 

Do you but mark how this becomes the house? : 

This, says Warburtbn, very correctly, " signifies tfie 
order of families, the duties of relation." 

So in Romeo and Juliet, " a plague on both your : "* 
houses, 9 ' i. e. ramihes. So Hotspur observes, " ht loves 
his own bams [bairns, children,] better than he love* 
our house?' 

So Chaucer, in his Moake's Prologue* • 

Ride forthe, my Lord, breke not our game, 
- But by my trouthe I can no telle youre name* 
Whether that I call you my Lord Dan John; 
Or Dan Thomas, or elks Dan Albottl 
» Of what hous be ye by your fader KiNl 

And so of our ancient nobifhy. The man is 111 
qtratrfied to play the critic here, who cannot, or will 
fkot, cristfngttfsh between' "the hous* of Norfolk," and 
** Norfolk house" Should he enquire the age of fife 
fetter, in St; 5ames's-8qHiare, he might pirobfrbty to- 
%eire for answer, "fifty years:*— sh6uld he *mjo4*e 
concerning the former at the Herald's office* fte wowrd 
certainly be referred many ages back in our national 
iristory; at lea$t stellar back sUfthe time of Rtclard ill. 
•ndtber^nousdrstfeh, ' 

P 2 
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Jockey of Norfolk be not too bold; 

For Dickon, tby master, is bought and sold. 

And to render this more striking, the present Duke, 
though of the house of Norfolk, can hardly be said 
' to be of the family of the late Duke ; for, if I am 
rightly informed, their pedigree unites in the Duke of 
Norfolk who was beheaded in Queen Mary's time, and 
not subsequently. The late Duke was descended by 
an elder son, — the present Duke is by a younger son, 
of that unfortunate nobleman: — a consanguinity, surely » 
remote enough! yet are they both Howards, and of 
the same house. 

It is impossible, in these instances, — arid many others 
• might be adduced, — not to discern, that house refers to 
continued descent, of which * family is a part only, 
taken at one time. 

OIKIA. A word on the subject of oikia, as including, beside 
the family, slaves, servants, or attendants, may be pro- 
per before we close. Take as instances; 



Ecclus. 
xxvi 1& 



Ecclus. 
it. 30. 



*■—" As the sun rising in mid-heaven, 

Is a good wife in arranging her houseHOlp." 

Now a good wife regulates her servants, as well m 
her children : u e. her whole household. ' 

" Be not as a lion in thy oikia, 
And frantic among thy servants. 

Here it is evident, that a parallelism is intended : th« 
term frantic is parallel to the term lion; and the term 
servant, is parallel to oikia, or hovsenoLV. 

f . . . ' 

* Mace. " But if any one old or young Shall conceal any Jew, 
*"* **• he, mth%\\ his hcpscUQLD shall be put to death with 
«-*w»x»«. t jj e most ignominious torments.". Here the text speci- 
fies the master distinct from his servants, and both 
family and servants are threatened by the edict; be- 
cause it must be concluded, that servants are privy ja 
eases of concealment: and the intention of this edict* 
was to deter, universally. 

. And finally, we have a passage, m which it is impost 
sible without falsifying history, to include the family 
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In the term Mia: " All the saints salste yaw, especially Philmg*. 
those who are of Caesar's household." Now we, 01 *"** 
know, that not one of Caesar's family was at this time 
converted to Christianity; though some of his house- 
hold, or attendants, as servants, or as courtiers, were : 
The names of several are on record ; and some, ap- 
parently, are mentioned in Scripture. 

The conclusion, therefore is, that as, in the instance of Letter It 
Noah's family, the servants are of necessity ex- p %m 
eluded from the oikos, and in this instance of Caesar's, 
oikia, the family is excluded, of equal necessity, 
these terms can not be regularly and grammatically 
interchangeable; which was the point to be 
proved. And in this the metaphorical, or figurative, 
acceptation of the terms coincides completely with their 
primary and proper import. I say, the terms oikos and 
oikia when used figuratively, are not regularly and 
grammatically interchanged in Scripture language. 



The reader should be informed; that it was a point' 
of honour between the Deacon and his Friend, that 
only the best evidence procurable should be admitted. 
The lxx, therefore, being a translation, was not relied 
on: yet, so far as it has been examined, it justifies the 
general principle. Neither had it been altogether neg- 
lected, as the following observations shew. 

Jacob was a plain man dwelling in tents. Sep. 
©wo;* ojx»a*. Two manuscripts, the Aldine edition, and 
Cyril. Al. read oikm %» o«»*. i. e. He oikos 7 d in the oikia 
of his fathers He occupied a portiou of the general 
establishment of Isaac, who, of course, himself en- 
joyed the patriarchal and patrimonial tent. In plain ' 
English — *' he had an apartment in the manor-house." 
This, then, is another instance of oikia being more — 
much more — extensive than oikos: — and it is at the 
game time, a proof that tents were known under 1he 
general appellation of houses; as they are at this day, 
among the Arabs, says Niebuhr, 

A passage, containing, at first sight, a much greater Geddes, 
difficulty than any adduced by Trophimus, or by Dr. ?"*• Ren ** 
Stuart, occurs, Exod. i. 21. He made to them houses. tn °° % 
Sep. iirpm<r*i favT«*$.l«*MK,T— Aquila, t*rowriv i«ut«k 
«xw(. — Syromachus. mown iavrawf ©»*»*{. — Theodotion. 
V 3 
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•mam #rr«K ©*•*<•— Gr. Veil. ««*w* «•« •*•»«» fcptf 

The meaning is well explained by a Greek scholiast 
IB Cateo. Nicet. Totwror **% to, twonjcrir »vt»k outtv*, i*vr' * 
«*»* hv&km avTdM« to ru°<» This writer's thought is, tjmt- 
inasmuch as they — the midwives — bad assisted the Is- 
raelite women, rendering tbem mothers of children* 
therefore the Lord assisted these midwives, and rent 
dered them in return mothers of numerous families. 

Here we have no fewer than three words used by 
different translators to express the Hebrew beth, house. 
—oikos, — oikin, — and dotnos: — which of them shall 
we trust to? — This might prove embarrassing, if that 
Word, beth, were fixed to one definitive and invariable 
. sense : but, as we know that it bears several senses, all 
that follows is, that one translator took it in one sense t 
and another translator took it in another sense. But, in 
the mean while, what becomes of the authority of the 
Lxx, as evidence? Admitting, without granting, that 
the authority of the printed lxx, and Symmachus for 
aikia, is equal to that of Aquila and Theodotion for 
oikos, it is proper to remark, that the Greek Scholiast, 
an original writer, employs oikos ; and, he employs it in 
such a manner as completely turns the scale. If, indeed, 
Je had used oikia in connection with genos — children,, 
the weight of the instance might have proved embarras- 
sing;-— out, having in his mind, the idea of the parturi- 
tion of the midwives, he adopts tjie teim oikos; well 
knowing its proper reference:— and thus he becomes 
an additional and effectual evidence for the acceptation 
of this term, oikos, in the sense of family, or issue 
of the body, ?. e. infants. 

Bule III. I sh?dl exemplify our third rule : i. e. the acceptance 
of Scripture only, as conclusive authority, by. an 
examination of the history of Lydia;-r-whicb stands 
. . thus: "And on (he sabbath days we went out of the 
« XTI# city, to the river, where, under protection of the law t 
was a Proseucha, (or place fox Jewish worship,) and* 
sitting down, we spake to the women .who resorted 
thither. And a certain woman, named Lydia, a seller or 
purple, of the city of Thyateira, who worshipped God.; 
fuardy whose heart the Lord opened to attend to 
the tilings spoken by Paul.** ••and she besought tu\ 
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Lord, come into my bouse, and abide there: and the 
•eeBttfeaioedus." 

The first remark on tilts passage is, that, so far as it 
refers to Lydia, it is throughout in the singular number* 
K«B heart was opened, — her's enly ? not to believe, 
but to attend to the things spoken: she besought us; 
— saying, if ye have judged me faithful; — cetne Into 
MY house: and she constrained us." No niention.is 
made of any one of her family, in conjunction with her- 
self :—rno allusion to any such occurs: She does net say, 
?' Gentlemen, come into our house: we will endea- 
vour to make it as agreeable to you, as we can/ 9 
Nothing of this: neither is any person of her family 
marked as attending to the discourses of Paul:— nor 
as retorting with her to this Proseucha, where Paul 
discoursed. 

* 

j In fact, we should never have known that she had a 
family, were they not incidentally mentioned, as ac- 
companying her in baptism : — " And when she was bap- 
tised, with her family." Insert her baptism, we find 
her family: omit her baptism, she has no family, re- 
corded: the act of her baptism cannot be separated 
from that of her family. Now, if her family were of 
mature age, capable of attention to the word spoken*, 1 
how is it, that they are not mentioned together with 
her, as attending, since they are mentioned together 
with her as receiving baptism] Hew is it, that they 
having received baptism together with her, do not con- 
cur in her invitation of their spiritual lathers? Their 
Doomage, only, can explain this. — And, this — that those 
who are not marked as having attended to the word, 
should nevertheless be marked as receiving baptism, 
has appeared to the Baptists themselves so unaccount- 
able, that they have taken different ways to account 
for it: which after all they have not accomplished; for 
si clearer instance, to warraut the baptism of those 
(children) who have not attended to the word preached, 
there cannot be* In like manner they have taken 
different ways to characterize the brethren mentioned, 
jh verse 40. " *Fhey were sons of Lydia/' say some, 
-^-but Scripture says nothing of her haying auy sons: 
others, with afcaoat equal wisdom, say, these brethren* 
j> 4 
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w<ere "her 8B*vajjt§, employed m pteftoriag th# 

Stennett, purp^ dye which she sold :" — " her house contained 

Booth, ' ouly brtthren (probably men-servants) whom Paul con- 

Ryland, fbrted."— " Probably men-servants [" Probably the 

fce, $c. Q reat Mogul. — How slightly do some very good people 

read their Bibles!— The Scripture is plain enough, t* 

proper attention. Any who can put two and two 

together, to make four, may, and indeed wmrt under* 

stand it. 

Act* xvL We read in this chapter, verse 3, Paul would have 
Timothy "to go Jorth with him ;" — and no doubt but 
Timothy did go forth with him: — and they, i. e. Paul, 
Silas, and Timothy, went through the cities — they came 
by Mysia — to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul — 
and after he had seen the vision, W£ [/Luke, the 

'Verse 1Q. yorittr^ being one] endeavoured to go into Macedonia — 
we came to Samothracia — to Philippi — " and wk wer* 
in that city, certain days/' " And on the Sabbaths, 
Wfi went out to the Proseucha — wb sat down, and spake 
to the women — Lydia constrained us, to come to her 
house, and abide there." Now, who were this we, 
and this us, if not 1. Paul, 2. Silas, 3. Timothy „ and 
4. Luke] The whole company, being four, lodged at 
Lydia's. " And it came to pass, as we went to prayer 
— a damsel having a spirit of divination met us— and 
followed Paul and us — many days." Her masters 
caught Paul and Silas :— consequently, Timothy and 
Luke remained at Lydia's. 

And when Paul and Silas were delivered from prison, 
they went to their abode at Lydia's, and there met 
" the brethren" Timothy and Luke, from whom they 
had been separated one night. 

Letter II. Nothing can be clearer: and whatever may be said 
' to Deacon, of the harshness of the language used in the former 

P» *& letters, it is impossible to abate a jot of it. I called it 
" blindness" not to see Timothy and Luke here: I. 
called.it "wicked," seeing them, to suggest others, 
concerning whom Scripture is silent, Which is best 
entitled to reception, the " brethren" marked by the 
Evangelist, though modestly 2—or the • " probabfy* 
of a modem divine, wjio has overlooked the principal 
personage* of the passage! Infect, T«*thy wd kufc* 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 41 ) 

remained at Philippi, after Paul and Silas left that 
city; and to Luke, especially, majr be attributed the 
foundation of th* church there; for be staid in it a long 
while. Paul and Silas went to Thessalonica — and were 
sent away, by nrfR; to Berea — and here we again fjnd 
Timothy: but, LuMi does not re-join the company, 
till the company returns to Philippi, chap. xx. ver. 6. 
" And we sailed away from Philippi."— r-Therefore, 
Luke remained at Philippi ail this interval, naturally 
continuing at Lydia's; therefore, hp. must have known 
every thing concerning her famny, as well as con- 
cerning the church, there: and this renders it th* 
more remarkable, that if Lydia's family were grown 
up to mature years, the Evangelist, who so long 
lodged with them, should not drop, a single hint about * 
them. Luke, also, must have had personal and in- 
timate knowledge of the Jailor, and all his family: 
«loes he once lead us to conclude, that any one of them 
was grown up to maturityl — not one. Inasmuch, then, 
as this rule directs me to accept as conclusive evi*' 
dence whatever is expressed in Scripture, I believe that 
the family of Lydia was baptized, because it is so^ 
expressed, but that one of her servants was baptized, 
I do not believe, because it is not so expressed. 

The same rule holds good respecting the family of 
Stephanas: Scripture says, that family was baptized: 
I therefore believe that fact : Scripture says nothing 
about the baptism of his housenoho, I therefore do not 
believe it. But, / promise to believe it, whenever a 
passage of Scripture shall be produced, in which ^ 
houstn&Lj) — oikia,— & connected with Baptism, 



. , %* Wr followme Letters were, in preparation fo+. 
the continuation of.tte* corretpwulence with the. bap- 
tist magazine, had the former Letters beep ad- 
jutted **-that, they .were, not, finished is owing to the 
repute ttpericnccd by the form*}, which have already 
bm snbmiU td to th* ruder . > 
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LETTER III. 



T* *«f BMTOR of t«b SAIttpT MAGAZINE* 

[Sketch, or unfinished Draught.] 

* If we are fnftfatgft. we wish to be convinced of our 
jy * error*" 



As U is impossible to reduce the Greek we*d .Bail* 
&m to «*e< signification, so it ought to be impossible 
to reduce; it in translation to one English, term, and to 
intend by that term, one action only, in one form, and 
go more. But, if we use several terms, it is our bow* 
den duty to ascertain the meaning of those terms, to 
understand them fully, and to state clearly their dis-. 
tinctions aad differences. Inasmuch as our language 
affords more than one term to express, various circom* 
stances, or mode of the same action, it is but doing 
justice to our native tongue, and (o ourselves, who use 
it, to endeavour to understand these terms correctly^ 
Vt them oeonf where they may. 

I have already shewn that dipping imports p*e* 
•isely a portiul plunging:— when a person dips into a 
book, we mean to inter, bis slight acquaintance with 
if s contents : we see swallows dip into a pond, but w* 
never sqe them plunge; and to ad.d no more, k would 
be nonsense to call Whiston's ingenious device of the 
" dipping needle/' hy the term " plunging needle/' 

The inference is undeniable* that to plunge and to dip 
are not equivalent terms ; — and the purpose of the pre* 
sent letter is, to point out distinctions at least.equally 
strong between the terms, plunging and overwhelming; 
by both of which your highly and jnrity valued friend 
Jfcr, R. has rendered the original woid Mqstim* ' 

Oner-whelm, is a compound term: -whan vtsthrt* 

hgto its component nifty we fin4 it divide 'into swM m 

an d over; each of these demmMb ntlenti m v ce mm at ely: 
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, To whelm, h to throw upon a subject, whether pq»* 
ion or thing, or over that person or thing : — or to thrqift 
upon, or at, a person, or tiling, what may fall upon 
him, or it; whether he (or it) be covered therewith or 
not. It is not to throw a person down iatp the mure ;' — 
hut, to throw mire at, or against, the person, We 6*4 
it used in this* sense by Spenser; 

When back returning to Molann again, 
They hy commandment of Diana there, 
Her whclm'iV with stones ; / 

They did not throw her at the stones, nor throw her 
upon, or against, the stones ; but, they threw the stones 
<tt her — against her, upon her; and these stones* 
whelm'd her. 

Stones thrown at a person may strike the legs, or 
the back, or elsewhere;— we therefore* proceed to «ny» 
that, 

If there he any truth in language, any accuracy ifttbt 
principles, on which our language is constructed, tht 
term over implies upper — above — a higher station, or 
place; s* we say, ?wrhe*d, overtop, overthg&e, over- 
$ow, overlay, overarch, &c. &c. So, matters ftUin£ 
Iron* above* on a person, (or thing), avjiB-taAi/f». hiifo,, 
or it. Almost every week our newspapers relate* un- 
fortunate instances of this:-*-" a poor old man digging* 
in a sand pit, — or in a gravel pit — the side gave way, 
and overwhelmed him/' — A high wall blown down by a 
Storm of wind, fell upon a shed adjoining, and over* 
tfhelmed it. In the course of last winter, Farmer such* 
an-one had a hundred sheep overwhelmed with snow, 
by the accumulated quantity of it. An avalanche fell 
from the summit of the Rose Mountain, in Switzerland, 
and overwhelmed a whole village, situated beneath, at 
the foot of the mountain. It applies also to more fa- 
miliar instances: every joint of meat brought to table 
under a cover, is otpr-w^elmed by that cover. Here, 
then, we perceive essentia} difference from the notion 
o£ plunging. If a person be plunged into water, the 
water is Mote him; be descend* into the water, he is 
lingered into it— shall I say, he is uif nmnwhtlmed?-^ 
If a person be overwhelmed with water, the water is 
ekovo him: k descends on hisi, from a height. A per* 
son plunged into water approtokes, or, k haonght **, 
th*£ wafei: a pstion overwhelmed with water, the mtof 
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approaches, or is brought, to him. The actions, is 
fact, are more than different, thty are contrary: they 
are reverse of each other. 

They>are more than contrary, they are incompatible. 
Snow may overwhelm a person, but he cannot be 
plunged into snow. He may be overwhelmed with sand 
falling on him, but he cannot be plunged into sand: 
—he may be overwhelmed with gravel, or stones; but 
be cannot be plunged into gravel, or into stones: — he 
may be overwhelmed mth earth, falling dowji and cover- 
ing him ; but he cannot be plunged into earth. As one 
of these actions is possible, and the other impossible, 
they cannot be the same : how then, can the terms of 
language by which they are described, be synonimous? 
To use them synonimously, is to delude the unwary : it 
is to lead the confiding reader to admit as tree* what Is 
false in fact: it is to conjure up a kind of shadow of 
argument, in place of real argument, which is the thing 
wanted. 

The *tluty of those who know belter, is, to detect 
tuch fallacies ; and having so done, to separate and 
arrange, as accurately as may be, passages which have 
been passed by, indiscriminately, in a huddle, without 
having accurate ideas affixed to them: — this will be the 
object of the next and last letter, from your's, &e. 



LETTER IV, 



To the EDITOR of th* BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 

[Sketch, or Draught, unfinished.} . 

The distinctions already shewn to exist in the use of • 
terms in the English language, have prepared us for a 
proper arangement of the instances of the term Bap- 
tism, as quoted by Dr. Ryland. It will be observed, 
that these are selected by him as most to his purpose, 
and most favourable to his view of the subject: a more 
extended reading would have furnished others, less 
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partial; we must, however, take, these as thty stand. 
Our attempt will then close, with this inference:—* 
If Dr. R. employed the words plut\ge n dip, overwhelm, 
soek, Sfc. as synoniwous, he has misled himself and 
his reader: — but, if be has, as I conceive he has, very 
. happily, employed these words correctly, in different 
senses, and according to tlieir true, distinct, and indivi- 
dual import, — where does he. find his warrant for annex- 
' ing one single sense, only — that of plunging, to his 
practical acceptation of the term Baptism, in the ad- 
ministration of the "Christian ordinance by that mode 
exclusively? 



\Tlie method take* in this examination was, to number the passages ad* 
duced by Dr. R» The figures prefixed to each passage in thejoltow'mf 
. mrrasigemesKt, refer t# thetr 9rder in that numaratUm.] 



BAPTISM, in the siNSfi of PLUNGING,. 

MEANING THE WHOLE AND ENTIRE 

SUBVERSION 
Of the Person, or Thing baptized, under water, 

48* " Josephus says, concerning the ship in which 
Jonah attempted to iee from the presence of the Lord, 
'" The ship was about to* he baptized, (0Mm£fcit*rj) 
" i. e. sunk or overwhelmed." Antiq. Jib, ix* c *♦ 
$ 3. Hudson's Edition, Vol. I. p. 419. 

49. He uses the same word twice concerning the 
death of Aristobulus, tjie brother of Mariaume, who 
was drowned at Jericho, according to Herod's order, 
by certain Greeks, who enticed him into the water to 
swim, and then, under pretence of play, jStarrj£orrec owe 
«»«ixa» svf ksh wa,¥T*ira&w airoirnfci, baptizing, i. e. im- 
mersing, or putting him under water, they did not 
leave off until they had quite suffocated him. Jewish 
Antiq. Book xv. Vol. I. p. 666. 

60. He mentions the same event in his Wars of the 
Jews, Book I. c. xxii. § 2. " The young man was sent 
*' to Jericho, and there, according to his order, being 
" immersed (#*irr*fo/*tws) in a fish-pond, he came to 
" his end/' Vol, II. 1012. 
- $1* Josephus, in his Life, speaking of his own voyage 



Pigitized by LjOOQ iC 



[ 46 ) 
to Home, and providential deliverance when shipwreek- 

ed; says, " #dwrr*frl)i»Tos ycL% nf**fr row flrXctotf, fbf our ©wto 
, "' ship being baptised (or overwhelmed) in the midst of 
" the Adriatic Gulph, ,we being about the number of 
" 600 persons, swan all night, and at day-break about 
" 80 were taken up by another ship.".. Hudson's Jose* 
phus, IL 905. 

54. So, speaking of the sons of Herod, he says r 
*' This; as the last storm, Uiri0a>7rrt<rei) epibaptized, or v 
Utterly overwhelmed, the young men* already weather* 
fceaten. Vol. II. 1024. 

55. And when the inhabitants of Jotapata urged him 
,to stay there, they pressed him not " to leave his 
" friends, nor, as it were, to leap out of a ship endur- 
*" ing a storm, into which he had come in a calm. 
" For the city must be epibaptized, or utterly over- 
u whelmed, {vn^a.it'v^uv) no one daring to oppose it's 
4 * enemies, \i he, who kept their courage up, should 
" depart." Vol. II. 1132. 

56. Esop's Fables, Oirford Edition, 1698. p. 88. 
The Ape and the Dolphin. — " the dolphin vexed at 
" such a falsehood, jsWnfwy &vrov amKntm, immersing , 
" him, killed him," i. e. by plunging him into tha water* 
Let any child judge what the word means here. . . 

58. " Platting a garland once, I foforid Gupid among, 
'" the roses: — taking hold of him by thfe wings, Ej&mttw 
*' uq w wwf, I ' immersed him, or plunged hhri into 
" wine, and drank him- up with* it.* * to:. Metancthon'* 
Aaacreon. p. 82* 

60. Potybius, speaking of a seri-fight between thfe 
Carthagenians and the Romans, says; '* Tlicy immerseS 
** (or sunk) tfawmfyv, many of the vessels df the 
" Romans." * 

'62; Gregory Nazianzen.r— " That we may not be 
** immersed or sunk with the ship, and tue crew.^ 

74. Dion Cassins — " how would not his ship- be tm- 
*• mersed or sunk j3<x7rn<r0«w, by the multitude of ouf 
" rowers r Book 1. §18. Vol.1, p. 017. 

75. (3.V-" they were either immersed, (*#*wr»£«rro,) 
* their ships being bored through, or," &c. ' 
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'Text, " wkbse slilp belt?* -sunk." to toe Note, "IS** 
" #w0is<r»s tteing immersed, is the Coisiinton teadtog, 
f< which is sufficiently elegant. See Polibius 1. 51.* 
lib. xL § 16. V<oi I. 417. .'.-. 

86. Lucia* represents Tirten the man-hater as say- 
ing, " if any one being carried -away by a river should 
" stretch forth h js hands to me for aid, I would push 
" hini down wTieh sinking, &t9rV»£b»T«, that he should 
" never nsfe a&4ia." Vol. I. p. 189: 

O&SKRVATIOtfS. . / . 

Not one o£ these instances is from Scripture 2 there- 
fore, Scripture never uses the term Baptism, in tie 
sense of flunking: for then Dr. R. would have dis- 
covered, and quoted it , ; ; 

\ As I never knew any body who denied that pltjng* 
Ing is one sense of the term Baptism, there is no need 
to add a w(u;d on tins division ot the subject.' 

t j BAPTISM, in the SbN;se of iHPPING, 

If EASING THE PARTIAL COVERING, OR 

IMMERSION 
of the Person, or Thing, in Water. 

1. Exod. xii. 22.-— -ye shall dip a bunch of hyssop 
ift ttie bjoed, &c— w. 0aiJ>a»T«f-~dippiftg, ye shall 
strike it, &c. 

• $, Lev. iv/6.— *he prfest shaft dtp his finger in the 
blood* and sprinkle it, 6tt. £*i)/«r— *x&i itpy&vti. 

&. Lev. iv. 17.— Itoe priest shall dip his finger, Ac. 

4. Lev. ix. 9. — he dipt his finger in the blood, &c. 

5. Lev! xi. 32,— eVery vessel, &c. it must be put 
into water, &c. 'ili'vty jSap^iTa*. . 

G. Lev. xw. 6. — lie shall dip them, and the living 
bird, in the blood of the bird, &c. 

7* Lev. xiv. 18.— he shall dip his right finger m the 

8. Lev. &ir. 51.— ^he shall dkp the tiedar, hyssop, 
scarlet, and the living bird, &c» 
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(K Num. xix. 18.— A clean person shall take hyssop, 
and dip (fi»^n) in the water*, and sprinkle (a very^dtf* 
ierent word, vipip/*#§*,) upon the tent, &c. 

10. Dent, xxxiii. 24. — Let Asher dip hi* foot in oil* 

11. Josh. iii« 15.— the feet of the priests wete dipped 
in the brim of the water. 

12. Ruth ii. 14;— dip thy morsel in the vinegar. 

13. 1 Sam. xiv. 27 .— Jonathan dipt the end of his 
rod in an honeycomb. 

14. 2 Kings viii. 15. — Haiaei dipt a cloth in water. 

15: Jobix. 31.-— yet thou shalt plunge me in the 
ditch. , 

' , 16. "Psa. Ixviii. 23. — thy foot may be dipped in blood, 
the tongue of thy dogs," &c. * 

All these places clearly refer to partfaV immersion, 
or dipping: the passage in Job, not excepted: for the 
import of that passage is, not, " that a righteous person 
should be entirely plunged over head and ears, into 
mire and dirt;" — but, " that his imperfections and 
failures would prcfve so many stains on his character; 
*— like the denied condition of a person who has fallen 
into a ditch of shallow muddy water." 

20. Luke xvi. 24. — that* Lazarus may bapt (or dip) 
his finger. 

21. John xiii. 26. — he to whom I bapting the sop, 
Ac. i. e. dipping, no doubt* f . r r 

22. Rev. xix. 13.— clothed with a vesture bqpted ift 
blood, i. e. dipped in it. . ( _, ,, 

23. Msftt xxvi. 23. > he 4hat inbapts (i.e. dip*) +i» 

24. Mark xiv. 20. ) hapd.with me inadish^ 

25. John xiii. 26. — and inbaptisig (or dipping) the 
sop. 

. 26. Homer. — As when a Smith, to harden an iron 
hatchet or pole-ax, j9«?rrt» dips it in cold water.r-^ 
Odyssey, ix. line 302. 

28. Lycophron. — The* child &»^%% shall plunge his 
sword into the viper's bowels. Cassandra, ver* 1121."' 

No child can plunge — from end to end — a sword 
into a viper's bowels : the handle, at least, must be ex- 
cepted. A viper is but a slender creature* neither 
ttyck nor broad ; and cannot contain a word* . 
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10. Euripides.— Go, take tire water-pot— and 0*b& 
*JF ft m* the sea. Hecuba, Act iii. ver. 009. 

30. Theocritus. — Every morning my servant 0*^a» 
skull dip me a" cup of lfouey: IdytUtcm v. ver. t20. 

31. The boy let down a capacious pitcher, making 
haste @*\ou to dip it. Idyllium xiii, ver. 47." 

. No servant would think of plunging, i. e. of sub- 
merging, a cup in a honey-pot: — indeed, good honey 
does not 'allow of it. In like manner — who has not a 
thousand times, drawn water in a pitcher, without. 
submerging, or plunging the whole of the vessel? 

* 34. Dionysius Halicarhassensis. One plunging , 

fcfy*s bis spear between the other's ribs, who at th4 
same instant pushed his into his enemy's belly. Antiq. 
Rom. lib. v. p. 278." 

* It is completely impossible, that a spear of the 
sfwrtost kind — fourteen feet long, — or of any length, - 
entitling it to the name of a spear, should be plunged, > 
i< e. thrust from end to end— into any man's belly* 
Some spears were twenty-five feet in length. 

86. 2 Kings v. 14. — Naaman dipped (or baptised) 
himself in Jordan seven times. 

59. An old verse has often been quoted from Plu- 
tarch, — Am* ffawrify, &/»«» it to» wfopK in— The bladder ' 
«ay ht Jdippcd, but never drowned, or it may be im- 
mersed, bat it cannot be kept under water. 

61. Basil, the Christian Father, speaks of " suffering 
" with those that were immersed or plunged in the sea*" 

(£««T»£ofuroK.) 

tt. Polyoma.—" Such a storm suddenly arose, 
" through all the country, that the ships were baptised 
* or immersed in the Tyber/' 

* 64. Polyoma, III. c. 72. (See fcfcevir's Livy, Boot 
xxi.>— " Itie infantry crossed it with difficulty, bap- 
" tiaed or immersed up td their breasts;" 

06. Porphyry, speaking of Sty*, the fabulous river of 
hell, says, " The person that has been a sinner, having 
" gone a little way into it, is plunged or immersed up - 
*• to the bead." JbWyi&mi p**?* «■$■**. p. 282. 

Ub*. Strabb uses, pi^pi «jf*^«xw fUmmfaiinn. &**'" 
nursed upto the middle* 

E 
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" ried away l»x tfe rifflr I^ile^ fauM t^iw^ a*<; 4fr 
. !*°y e 4 : #Jj CI ? $*3)?* % c !?4 VH"?kF p*?** •" 
Sfept fflay t>e run ajfcore in * cutjr, wittout feeing 
sunl^ *n$ireW uj$<$ water.—put^ I am asjonbhffl, tftat 
Dr. R. should quot^ such passes %s Nos. 64, 6$, <J6* 
ill support of his notiop, that plunging is the inherent 
ancf^oylY sensi* ot* the word Ramisin. Is a man in 
wjftgr up to ^is navel, plunged? Sq .{firectjy Ike con- 
trary, fliat any eye-witness; or only common,' sense, 
would t^ink mni gartjally immersed, and no in6re; for 
all the up^er'parts of bfs person are above the water, - 
consequently he cannot be plunged. Immersed up to 
tit' bttiut-L-npto the heady afford the same remark. 
Had Porphyry said, * due* the bead"t— the passage 
had been to the Dr/s purpose. 

70. Strabo. — * But the Lakes near Agrigentum have 
*' indeed the taste of sea-water, but a different nature, 
"for ft (Joes' not befal the things which' cannot swifcn 
" to de immersed, (&**r^tebm x ) but they swim on the 
v surface like wdocL- Geography, 1. far; p. 411, 

71. He spealcs of a liver, m another place, whose 
waters are so buoyant " that i£an arrow be thrown in, 
^IH&k fo^&rfp* it wquW sc^rcety ^e tjgpipxe& or 
" would hardly sink" I< *& . ft 9<®t % .-/ 

72. He mentions also a lake on the to£ o£ whioir 
bitumen floats, in which a man cannot he imnum$M&\ 
fysrtfafa but k%mpe Hfcttf thfi^axj U v ,¥ fc.H%" 

In these passages the sense t* clesv enough.; partml 
plunging is the writer's idea. 

73. Dion Oassius. — " Such a storm tttddanly par- 
* fc vaded all the country, that the ships that wex^ in tike 
•* Tvber were immersed or su%hJ' r 'r* **mu. r* ijlt* 
".1^4 0**wbm? $ook xxxvfc | $J. Tfol t I. 
p.*48. 

77. Biodorus Socubis. — « Most* ofctfte. load 



nrf tke# aifc miejjcepjte* ^ tfe$ r^ a^ 4$gowf) t 
•\ being tj»ift^^4^/^' talm?* % ^ $ 36-. wt V 
IX. 4a, Ara&tetttan, WW^* 

80. (4).*- M the riv^ar tain# hpa* on wiftk a> awe 
«<**fclen* ftAtoaiB, (iro^g« ^«t^i,) WM^f^ or f^r- 
«' wAftecrf mioy." lib. xvi. § $& W ft $$ fi 
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BT. f» B B«dW l ttS.-^ ff fcitti#* rftttte Wi fhe fa»dr«rt<l 
.*• immersing or plunging (&a*ri£orrvii) otflfer* intb tile 
" lak«y With Mtfceir boats And their Ittle huts.* ««tto- 
.ptt» JiM. fcap. *x*. p.fra." 

• Bonte wlrieli art ptunged irttd a late, at* sunk: ho¥ 
so tlfosfe which arc immtrsed, or partially Jjtottgedj its we 
see every day: now, if these were riot stink, neither 
%ere their owners phtnge&i fer the same words applies 
to both boats and nten* '♦ 

64, Lift of Hdtotr, ascrfced to Uidflysitis Hattear- 
nensis, " Homer speaks of tile whole sword being so* 
" imndnstd (fld*<nritrm) iff Mnod as to #row warm with 
" it." OpUseul* M$tkQla£k*> p. 297." 

8*. Asehyius.— " laMter&ng Ms two^dged sworrf 
*' in slaughters/' Doubtless by plunging it intd ^fretf 
todies, not by holding it before a small ptfntfure to be 
€ f sprinkled." 

The fondfe must b4 txfepted* in both these itf- 
sftanoea* 

BAPTISM in the sense op OVERWHELMING, 

Leaning — the Water, or overwhelming Matter, 

BROUGHT ON THE verso*. 

30. Mark x. 38, 59.— Are ve «tye to' be immersed 
with the immersion wherewith I shall be overwhelmed! 
—and, With the immersion wherewith t shall ne over- 
whelmed shall ye lie . immersed. 

40. Luke xii. 60. I Wve a Baptism, wherewith to 
be baptized, &c which t)r. Campbell readers, " I 
iave an immersion to undergo," Ac. Read his note." 

Are ye able to suffer such sufferings as will be 
fraught on met 

52f» in the .wars of the Jews, he says, " Many of the 

. * noble Jews, as though the city was on tie point of 

*f Jbeiqg ovtrwhelvied, (fiatwT*&wnK % ) swam away, as it 

* were, from the city. Vol. II*. 110b "-^overwhelmed 

by the miseries about to befell the city. 

tt. Agafe, speaking of the Heads of Use Robben 

gatfa* t*t» Jerastttaft, 1* say*, "These -very fen* 

-v fc&Mg* the seditions ttoty made, tapUmd the-eny, 

" (fftflrrirt* tfp w****) i. #. 4tv&ck$lmcW it* phcri£4d it 

K 2 
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if into rain, or wete the cause of it's utter destruction. 
Vol. H.UW." 
. They brought upon the city utter destruction. 

.64. So, speaking of the tons of Herod, be says, 
". This, as the last storm, (mjStamffi*) epiboptized, o$- 
94 overwhelmed, the young men, already weather- 
"beaten. Vol. II. 1024." 

" 68. Plutarch uses this word figuratively, speaking of 
Otho's " being immersed or overwhelmed or sunk (fit- 
" 0*wrt*iAirf<) in debts of fifty millions of drachmae."— 
Haviug brought on himself great debts. 

60, Plato speaks of his " knowing the youth to be 
" overwhelmed or immersed in sophistry." — Having ba- 
|iituated himself— brought on fimself the habit of 
sophistry. 

76. (4.) — u these from above fmmersme (j&wrnfom*)' 
"or sinking them (i. e. the ships) with stones and 
" engines. Book t. % 32. Vol. 1. 647.?'— overwhelming 
them with stones : see what has been already noticed 
in Letter III. — These stones are expressly said to de- 
scend/ram above. , f 

78. (2.) — rove $* ibhurat pv 0ct,im£ovvi reus %w(popcus, 
But the common people they do not overwhelm with 
taxes, lib. 1. § 67. Vol. I. p. 85."— The^ do not bring 
— or lay— upon the common people — enormous taxes. 

; 82. (2.) — " perceiving that he was altogether aban- 
-** doned to grief, and overwhelmed or immersed in cala- 
" mity." — t» avfAQop* fttpawriff/.tvop. Lib. ii, cap. Hi. 
p. 66. — Calamity was brought over or upon him." 

• 83. (3.)— u since the things you met with have over- 
** whelmed you. . (tfltumfrp. Casus tut obruebant at 
demergebant.y lib. v; cap. xvi. p. 227. 

85. Aristotle uses this word when sneaking of the 
Phenicians that dwell at Cadiz, " who sailing beyond' 
** the pillars of Hercules came to Certain uninhabited 
" lands, which at the ebb are used not to be i mm er s e d 

, " or covered over with waiter, pmmnfaobu, but when the' 
" tide is at the full, the coast is quite inundated/ 
De tmrabilibus, p .,735." — Nothing tan be clearer, than, 

, that these lands are not pkmged: neither can there- be 
a. dearer instance of overwhelming :r— for, the water 
advances to the lands, when the tide flows; and when 
the tide is at the full, they are ovEKwhelmed; or, as 
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the Dr. v$ry properly expresses it, they are covered 
over with water: yet, most undoubtedly, not by their , 
sinking under the water, as hv the case in plunging, 
but because the water has poured ittetf over tlienn 

89. Aristophanes, in Plato, says, "J am one of 

" those baptized yesterday." meaning, Who drank 

much, or as an Englishman would say, who had well 
soaked ourselves, or were immersed in wine." 

This is doubtful : it may mean a person " disguised 
" in liquor;" as the ancient comedians baptize d their 
faces, to disguise them ; and I rather think it may be 
referred to another head, " 1 was stained, discoloured, 
" — a very different man from what I am when sober." 

BAPTISM tN thb sense of STAINING, '* 
MfAWW 4 DIFFERENT COLOUR put upon a thi*g, 

FROM WHAT IT HAD BEFORE. 

,- 19* Eaek.xxiiU i$.— dyed attire upon their heads. 

27. Plato uses the word several times in one para- 
graph, O* ffmfw, uriJW* £ovXnW* ffmfy** *p», The Dyers, 

wjieii tfcey are minded' to dip wool, Ac. -wtai &• 

Bi&rou**, and so they dip it, &c. De Republica, 
$9?k iv. p. 637. Or, Serr anus's Edition of Plato's 
Works, Vol, II, p. 429. 

3& Marcus Antonius. — A conqueror in that noble 
strife of mastering the passions tfitfa^uiwv immersed en- 
tirely in justice, (penitusjustitia imbutum) Lib. Hi. 
j>.37. 

33. The mind /kwrriTau is imbued by the thoughts, 
gavm dip or imbue it, therefore, in the constant me«i 
ditation of such thoughts. Lib. v. p. 8S. Glasgow, 
edition, 

. 36. Is*, xxi. 4.trrThe clause rendered in the E. T. 
fearfulnsss affrighted me , is it| the LXX, Iniquity 
k apti zcs me, u~e. overwhelms me. 

BO. Aristophanes, in Plato, says, "I am one of 
f * those baptized yesterday.'-— meaning, who drank 
much, or as an Englishman would say* who had well 
soaked ourselves, or wen immersed in wine." 

90. An instance has been quoted against us from 
Isomer's jfrrf "WWWW* <> r Battle of the Frogs ao4 

* * 
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Mica, what* it i* sajd of the death of the frog Crambo* 
"- pWgus, 

And the lajte was tinged of dj*ci with purple blood: 
or it was overwhelmed with, blood; 

$ut let the burlesque nature of the poem be cob- 
scared, where every, thng » heightened to the most 

extra vacant degree » ami the gods are introduced a& cow- 
suiting about this tremendous war, and the word im- 
merse would not be too strong tor the. Poet's design^ 
The heart of this gigantic and neroip ftog was so udfe 
of blood, that it made the lake so red, thai a, solid. bodj- 
dipped in blood could not have been cedderw" 

These passages contain a proper — and a metaphori- 
cal, use of the woro\ Baptize: but, hi aH, it imports 
to put another colour on a thing, by whatever action. 
In. No. 10, the probability is, that H means etripedlMti* 
bans, i. e, of more ther^one cotaur; as Hue and white. 
In Plato, it means also, to stain; but, a dyer would 
think wool, te. very indi fferen tly dyed, that were 
optypluygeif. 

Classical Chi the use. of the word Baptize by Marcus Anton*. 

Ko'xxHi nlls * i to* ^"^ below, a note from another writer** 

f. 95. Xyhmder, wo see, renders — tc thou shalt not tinge, dye* 
or change the colour of" — and, what the Greeks ex* 
pressed by Baptein, observes the author, 1*e expresi 
by, "to. stain," In, the coqtinuai^oJV whiob, occupies 
more, than five pages, (to wbicj* Of* tt. is verg* ittspecfr 
fully referred, as proper, fctf his consideration) we iudf 
liaphe used in connection with the words importing; 
discolouration,, a, communicated tincture; — as vfben 
ivory is . dyed, green or red; — also with other* words* 
importing what the Greeks called corruption of colours. & 
meaning, that, when a painter having severalcolours on, 
his pallette, mixes two or more of them together, they 
adulterate, corrupt, i. e. baptize each other, toy cbang^ 
log* each other's- tint, thereby making a compound tret, 

_...,--- , * • - '.,,., — 

• VI. 30, H« &*$%<» ne majgaris frobrumt* XyUmo, w* tb&fcnfi*$$wi*l 
De mores aujici senuinum axurai cancjorem oj^'ufiGept, <\UQ^inj^i$<ntentun\4Wn 
bibere Septimus dixit de Spcctac. c. 14. 

fit Homerus loquitur H £ 14A. 1 mtxlittft Jk jmL 
huium sangximeo veluti vwlaverit astro 
. . $ quisebur, _' 

quod nos diearenap, « that you. be not ttautedf naa> cpJod Qnoei f»w*M*» at 
J3»wTi»i, nos «U<amus ? * to stain/ 
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«mM ftWfr fefffier of flSe original' fififtv Tnl if 
called, in modern laftfoSgfc, «« Mmlt£ «f fcttttft" 
«** is 1 one <rf fhr gnora ah* »# pbtfoer*: 

The writer referred to, olisefves, that Marcus AnfA- 
ninns uses the wortf Baptize, Tmth fri a good sense, 
arid Triu bad sense, A mind imbued uitti justice la 
tmpr&vcd $ as dyed lVory acquires a more splendid 
colour: but, a mind tnat sta//ta, polluted, itself in 
own phantasies, of wandering mu*maiibh5. is <ftV 
tolauvtd, deteriorate oy mixture, and is all t be worse 
for" audi baptism; H h no longer itself. And this, 
perhaps, elicits the origin of ttiat s'eemingl'V strange arid 
erroneous version of the lxx. hitherto found Unac- 
countable. " Iniquity btiptkM me ; t\ e. if terrifies me 
* a*, tnat I am beside myself, 1 ' My mind is alienated 
^Hanged from jfhat it was j — corrupted — by the force fctju' "*. 
of terror;— which ii coincident with the sense of 6ur 4 *** 
English version. " Fearful riess— (rattier, the cause 6T 
feariyfces^ffJfri^AfffA *»* 




hi association Willi ptft&M, and th fhe same ' erfecij 
now dwpkthora, diapktharehts, kutuphthora t (ill' frbni 
tfi# sanie rout) express the condition of a man—" de- 
prived of hh ftafoit hi coriscQ uckce of mtdttcatioti :"— 
tOtofiteiont perturbation of itiind*, if then, these' words 
are employed in conjuriPtfott and conformity with 
Eapstri) used metaphorically to' express corruption— 
discolouration of mind, why may not Bapsai t also, 
#t|^lfy wlftaheW, iWjjort ^rhirbationdf mtad, tfhettieV 
from^nmioitftHi 1 , of WMri' ttWtt— Whrit 1 rfoW b«d<Jmrf 
ef phmgingl l 9 thatf the ofity way in wWeh a pettoo ' 
way piroV* " Beside hiiH$elf V 

SXHI&ftf IN THE 8EKM OF I^M$J£ , . 
fttftAitWhfe DESTENT, oft AfFFSTONy o#r 

A Cft>«rtttiK«kltt4: ^MflT OF WATER. 

A^I^llWWclsrwh^eiillftitltd the'natimrdf BMptisnV 
k^jft«rift^^ esp^dAly bf-tfhValteiOif df ttir ttaftf 
Ghost, I shall refer to those' jfefittaifer*!;' and merely 
ajle£af$w words, ifr passings to* Uie text* ajkdedta 
byDr.R. 

% 4 
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*7, Judi* xil %—sht walked (bathed ox iawnem^ 

l|ersejf in a fountain* , *jS«irn£iT«/' 

The indecency of this rendering** ewmioiift, if tafcm 
p the sense of plunging!/ When it is said, " She went 
" ouj, and was baptized at the spring of water, that wa? 
•' IN the' camp," can we possibly suppose, that she was 

f lunged into th$ supply of water for an army of two 
undred thousand men? —would they have suffered if, 
who were to drink the water after her ablution? Would 
she endure it, whose scheme demanded the closest pri- 
vacy, for three or four day 9 (only), and would have been 
totally ruined by such immodesty? 

Nor is this all: the notion can have originated only 

in. total ignorance of the customs of the country; for 

P'Ohsson. says, expressly, speaking of the. Women's 

p*Ohsxm, Baths in the East. " They scarcely ever immerse 

lh 5 *Edit " ^ ,r 00 ^ e§ ,n Wto" » ti& large marble urns which are 
cng. jsidit ff ^ ^ f orm f bathing-tubs are for invalids.-- — The 
" strictest decency is observed/' Now, if where every 
Jhiqg is prepared, and all conveniencies are at band ibr 
the purpose, the women scarcely ever immerse their T 
todies in water, how can we suppose, that Judith woukj 
be plunged in ah open fountain, in the niidst of a camp 
pf soldiers? 

&plMw . Denon, describing a bath of the men in Egypt, say** 
Jflatet. « The bather • -is inundated, with. water— ['< Pi«u**6h 

?' ino I or, at least immersion! surely !" — but, the next 
Qray* HWds dissipate the delusion:]— which the. attendants 
V£¥ 9 \ " take out with a small bason, and pour oyer his body." 
t^Kacoii. ft*^' we cannot suppose that Judith was baptized* M 
p. $r. this exposed .manner, or that water, was poured Qver 

her whole body, at the spring of water in the camjf f 

That Judith performed her ablutions by having water 

poured on her hands, is 1 sufficiently credible; the 

9'Ohitoa, manner of which service is thus: — " a copper vessel is 

p. 810. f ' placed before the person, (sitting) on a piece of red 

£of. Edit « c |otb, to prevent the carpet or > mat from being wet; 

"a servant kneeling on the ground, pours out water for 

" his master; another holds a cloth destined for these 

« purifications. The person begins. by baring lns<afm 

• ' " as far as the elbowr-then washes bis hands, mouthy 

ff nostrils, fcce, armV&c/' 

And this js exactly whaliae ftmoes expected fr*^ 
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oiir Lo*d: they -wondered th*the had not ttaen fap* 
fwerf before dinner; that is to say, that he had not had 
water poured on. bis hand*, &c* for the, punpose of 
purification. It was thus Eltsha poured water on th* 
lands of Ely ah : in other words he baptized him* 
This remark applies also to* 

42. " And with respect to the Pharisees. wondering 
that our Lord had not bathed before dinner. $ee 
Campbejl, on John xjii. 10," 4 

4K It is also used with reference to the Israelites 
passing through the sea, and under the. cloud, 1 Cot 
x. 2. when they were baptized into Moses, in. the clpu4 
and in the sea; as it would have been madness to 
follow him into such a situation, had tliey not beej| 
assured of his divine mission. See Exod. xiv. 1Q. xv. 8." 
; The water, pouring from the cloud baptized ,the 
Israelites; see the Plate, and Letter I. to the Deacon. 

43; Mark vii. 4. — The Immersion of cups, pots; 
$razen vessels* and tables. See Dr. Gill ou the place; 

44, Mark vii. 8. — The tradition of men, as the im- 
mersion of pots and cups. " 

Cups, pots, and tables, were baptized then, a$ tbe£ 
are now, by having water poured upon them. The term 
" tradition of men" certainly refers to some established 
order and ceremony in this ablution: it still exists h} 
the East, 

47. Describing the purification of the people at Sin* » 
jFosephus says, '< when persons were defiled by a dead 
" body, they put a little of these ashes into -spring 
"water with hyssop, and (fiawnvfiurtf) baptizing, i. e. 
" dipping or immersing t part of these ashes into it, 
* ! burned they aprinjdep! tbeni with .it." Mb. iv. c. i v, 
§ 0. p. 146." This quotation clearly shews the differ- 
ence between baptizing or dipping, and rhantizing of 
sprinkling." 

t am bound by truth to maintain the contrary. Does 
Josephu* really say, "they immerse these aahes into 
the water I"— Then, hb prder of the rite, contradicts 
the express directions of his master Moses, who tfrders, 
that they pour the wate# to the ashes: » 4 * they shall 
''take of the ashes of the burnt heifer,— and running N*«*.*«. 
n**ater shall be»p«tTO*itfn** favytml" Jnfict,* 7 
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«**, tte *•*>* +m up****/ by tim wat* jfat * 

them. 

91. Bttt $fc* passig* is produced* Iron Orig<*»V 6fe 
wbieh nKore stres* in laid tfcatt on *B dthers, itt which 
he speltfca etf the wood of Eb&ahte sacrifice afe fcHMfe 
baptized, though the wood was certainly not dip fed in 
water, but four barrels of water poured upon ,it three 
times over. Very true* But read the account in 
1 Kings, xviii. 32 — £>. cdnsider the/ object of Jhjp 
prophet to prevent all possibility of Collusion*, and wen 
*ay lif Qrigen had 1 Written itf ftftgKsfr, mi£ht be 4 not 
tatvfc used the word iMtiertf wife propriety, *HS 
Witt^ut rendering it's usual ifceanfag tfrnbigufttti? Als$„ 
woald not any otonV Opponents think sadi ri flif^e-fcM 
ttrfkirig as bad as even* a frihe immersion f* 

Any child may defect Mi silly <eWsRM* Whtcft ft 
atterly unworthy a man of D*. Rylfettfr MftMwIe^ed 
talent* and charactef. The cjnestfetf isy < r ByWh#t 
"action were these faggots soaked V 9 — The Dr.- an- 
swers, " the quantity of water War greats" The* infe* 
ence is left to the reader. 

Origen is speaking of John's baptism, taix& eons** • 
dering him as the Blias who was to come, Be says, 
** flow eame you to think that Elias, when he should 
•' come, would bapthet wno did' not; in AliabV tiaYe, 
" baptize the wood upon the altar, t>ut; ordeVs' ftoe 
** priests to do that: not only once, tititi says' he. 
4€ Do it a second time, and they did it the' second 
^time. He therefore, who did itef Kimlfttf baptize, 
" but assigned the W6rh : to othe^ SkcS Hfi* &$*» 
parison shews, that as water Was poMeti otf*th#*«*$ 
by order of Elijah; so John thfc Bapffet tHmredWMoi 
tfce people who received 1 h& Baptists Elijah, indeed', 
drdered it to be done' by other*: whetea* J<*torpo<m*l 
the water himsetf. 



BAPTISM in the sense of SPRINKLING, 

MttA-KING THW. DB8CENT, • OH AfFUiIO*t : OF A 

SMALL QUANltTV Ofr TTAtf £R; or, fiic. 
«*bn> 0? ww ov RITUAL OBSERVANCE «mLY, 

W. Dan- i*. 88h* NetaMfaritaflBawwT wHfe theater 

10. — r- y. 21 . > of heaven/' 
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* *Ph*t ftie dtew etf heaven tfesfendM tm Ne ftn ehi dhgg- 
jcar, is as clear, as that it ever descended on any grass 
ef any meadow under heaven:---attd who has not read of 
* r dew-ftesprinklted grass V Such is the progress^ or 
action, of dew: as to the quantity of dew that then 
descended -at Babylon; we can only say, that it is not 
now remarkable, for if it were so, no doubt but Sftr. ^5wof 
Rich would have noticed it; he mentions gardens am? Babylon, 
cultivation, at Babylon; but says nothing of dews, Lon<U8i5 

38. Eccles. xxxiv. 25. — He that washeth himself 
from a dead body, (He was to bathe himself in water*. 
See Num. xi*. 19.) 0aHrr»£ops»ac am n*fw" 

Moses riyes these directions : 

" He that touchath the dead body of any man* he i 

shall be unclean seven days. He sha|l purify himself 
with it (thrashes of the heifer) on the third day, and 
on the seventh day : so shall he be clean ; but if be 
purify not himself on the third day, then on the seventh 
day:JbesfeelL not he clean* Wheaeever touohetk the 
dead body «f any man that is- dead, and puiineth net 
bja»s<a£ (at* on the third day,, and on the seventh day,) 
feet dfefiieth the tabemack -of, the Lord; and that swat 
shall be cut off from I&mL, because the *uto* of sspan* i 
ation was not sprinkled upon himfne shall be 
wmcksm: ras<uNCLBatfMt*as>i* yet ufo» h*mw • • • 
A*od to* an unclean peron they shall tabe of the ashea 
of the burnt heifer of purification for sin* and running 
water shaU be put thereto i»* vessel: and;aLcleanptr* 
s*>n shall take hyssop* audVdip k in* the water, aard 
spjiakn* itl upon the tmt, and upon all dktftsi^ 
aatd ape* the parsons tint were tbtre, and upmt bwa 
that touched* a* bone, or date skin, or one ctead^erei 
peg***. Awkr thatetean* person shall sprinkle upoe-tbe 
unajeaai om tfa> tkirtb day, and! em Me tsvmtk day: 
afitkomthe-iseven* day-he (thenneieaBiperaan^ shell 
purify himself/ andwasbJib ekthea, and bathe hiiawaf 
in water, and<sjwdh be ekaaafceatnv Btot toej*aa*faaa 
sfrai{..he uncJean»,and,s}iaU notpMrify luraself^that soul 
sbajibe, cut off fijom anions the congregation; because 
& bath defiled the sauciuaryof the Lord;— tbe^WATBtt 
q^E^A&AJION folk, xioi b§€Vr sprinkled upon;hima * 

HE IS UNCLEAN.* 

1ftfthiu& can , be clearer^ than? that this servicer di* - 
vides into tWo parts; the first , performed by the tin- 
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clean person, hmuetf: lie was to wjph bim&etf, tad t* 

bathe himself, thoroughly, in water: and secondly, *. 
clean person, (it is not said priest, or Levitt, put a 
clean person) — shall sprinkle on the unclean, the water 
of separation: and until the very moment that the 
water of separation is wrinkled upon him, be is un- 
clean. He may wash himself times without number, 
in any imaginable profusion of water, all goes for no* 
thine ; be is unclean till the ashes of the heifer 
sprinkle Us flesh: the virtue of effectual purification 
resides in them only. Now, let us, examine the com- 
parison intended by this writer : 

** A man who fasteth for His sins, and goetti again 
and doeth the same: — who will hear his prayer 1 or, 
what doth his humbling profit himt 

So:— 

He who has been baptized from a dead body, and 
again touchetb it, of what use is his washing?" 

This word " washing" must mean bis washing of 
himself: for nobody else washed him : the word bap- 
tism cannot mean this washing : lor baptism was per~ 
formed by another person — a clean person; not by 
himself ; it therefore is not the same action* 

The words baptism and washing are obviously set m 
contradistinction, expressing the different parts of the 
rite.. A man was not clean by washing himself: Moses 
takes special care to repeat three or four times otier, 
that be is unclean, upon whom the sprinkling had 
Hot passed, on the third day, as well as en the seventh: 
jfynd this is confirmed by the Apostle: he calls the 
Ecfc.ii.lS. person unclean, who was not yet sprinkled by the 
ashes of the heifer. Now, the comparison employed 
by the writer of Eoclesiasticus demands, thvt the per- 
son be >i» - some sense clean, bow else could bis re- . 
newing the cause of Ms nudeaaness renew, his on* 
dean state?— How compare him ton relapsed penitent 1 

It is obvious, that if the person who had been baptized 

dot the third day, should on the fourth day again touch, 

* dead body, he would not be clean on the seventh 

- day, bow scrupulously soever he might wash and bathe 

himself. 

. And this is. confirmed beyond denial by the language 
addressed to the Hebrews, ^ho certainty understood 
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the rituals of their country. There were divers kinds 
pf baptisms, says the Apostle; and a few lines, after- Heb.ix.lft 
wards, he specifies two of these kinds — 1. baptism No * -**' 
by blood: — 2. baptism by water: of these he selects 
three rites: and what is beyond measure extraordi- 
nary on the Baptists' hypothesis, ALL these three 
KITES are SPRINKLINGS. 

I know no occasion on which tjie bloods of bulls and 
©f goats were used together, as on the great day of 
Expiation : now, what were the directions for that day!» 
service 1 

u Aaron shall take of the blood of the Bullock, and 
sprinkle it with hisjingtr upon the mercy seat east- 
ward: and before the mercy seat shall he springe 
e>f the bipod with his finger seven times. 

" Then shall lie .kill the Goat of the sin-offering, that 
is for the people, and bring his blood within the vail, 
4nd do with that blood as he did with the blood of the- 
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy seat, and 
before the mercy seat." 

That the Apostle's allusion is to this service, is clear ;« 
for bit theme is the Mosaic Tabernacle : he says, the 
priests went into the Jir$t (or outer) tabernacle daily-— 
But into the second (apartment) went the high priest 
alone once every year, not without blood, which he 
offered for himself, and for the errors of the people 
a figure, for the time then present, in which were of-/ 
fered gifts and sacrifices, meats and drinks, and diver* 

kinds, of baptism ; • • • 1 . the blood of bulls, and. 

$, of goats, and 3. the ashes of an heifer sprinkling 
the unclean.- — 

There is nothing in the Apostle's discourse to which 
it is possible to refer this blood of bulls and goats, 
except to the great day of Expiation. 

There is rto action to which these sprinklings of 
blood, called baptisms, can be referred,, but to the 
sprinklings by Aaron. 

Thus we see, that the writer of Ecclesiasticus is not 
singular in describing the action of sprinkling , under 
tjie term baptism. 

•' And now we are prepared to understand the true 1 
reference of the Apostle's words: — leaving, first prin- 
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eiples*«**tet us go on unto perfection:, nit living 
tt*b.vitu ogam the foundation cf^—tkt doctrine of BAFTisfetfe, 
Nc 4k (plural) and of laying on of hands." ■ ■ ■ 

" The doctrine of Jewish baptisms," Bay some j^-fcnt, 
eur friends, the Baptists, would not chose that Jewish 
baptwras should become the foundation of Christ*** 
doctrine. " The baptism by water, and that by the Hoi Jl . 
** Ghost," say most; — bat this cannot be: what doc- 
trim was connected with the gift of the Holy Ghost? 
Was this gift imparled to all I to women, &c.— We 
do not even know hi what it consisted : and* if it ho 
aHuded to in this passage, at all, it is included in the 
subsequent term " laying on of hands," which cere- 
mony always preceded it. 

But the baptisms concerning which doctrine was 
delivered to converts, were 1. the washing of the per- 
son, signifying, death unto sin ; and 2. the pouring 
of water, signifying consecration unto a renewed fife. 
These lay at the foundation of Christianity : these Were 
first principles of the doctrine of Christ ; these it was 
necessary to learn, and to practise; but it was injuri- 
ous to rest satisfied with acquaintance with these. — 
Neither is it possible, unlets the plural baptisms here 
mentioned coalesced into ONE rite, to vindicate the 
^ Eph. iv. 5. accuracy of this apostle, who says elsewhere*^** ene 
Lord, one Faith, ONE Baftism." ' " / 

Now, in what does the Baptism of Mf. 9alr*4 Mussul* 
maun Boy dtffer (essentially) from this antient mtide of 
Jewish Baptism 1 In the first plaee, the person ren- 
dered unclean by toothing the dead body, was to wasft 
himself, and to bathe himself, thoroughly in water f— 
So Mr. Suit's convert from Mahemetism was «« washed 
all over vert cabe fully t* a large basosi of water:" 
— In the second place, the ritual Baptism, or sprink- 
lin§£, was performed elsewhere, by a clean person, as a 
distinct action, yet part of the same rite;' so Mr. Salfsv 
boy was baptized from another font, in another placer 
— the action was distinct, though the rite was ONE. 

Thus we see how easily John the Baptist might 
baptize a thousand persons in succession, atfd wiry 
he required several strefems, h* which many might 
he bathtqg themselves,, or others *t Use 
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OlMmgMjrhr-tp wfe&ft, as they approached hid*, h* 
afterward* administered Baptism by pouring, 

Kpr is there any diffiq^lty id admitting, that three 
thousand persons might be added to the Church by 
Baptism ill. Piie day*, since those who administered the 
rt/iki/ pourixg, certainly bad no oiQcaojon to engage ja 
tfae. previous washing? 

The interval marked by St. Ln&e .between the jn|^ 
oieniiai\ of t|*e Eunuch and hie baptism by Phillip, a* 
noted m the fiat Letter to tfre Deacoq, has been 
stumbled at by aw e minent critic; and I have been re- 
minded, that tbfc Syriac and Arabic versions are silent 
cm this particular ;-rGrantlng this* ^ answer, that St. 
Luke certainly <* knew the custQmary ssparqtim fee- 
"• tween immersion and baptism," (which are my words)* 
-die inif*4 have known it, or he. mnst have heen totally 
ignorant of the rite of Iwptim on a^ce^int of pollution 
hy the dead;— -which, froifc the frequency ojf its ec- 
currence, was impossible* — His language, marking a 
separation of the two actions is neither more nor less, 
than strictly coincident with that established custom* 
-7>Wba,t ia there extraordinary, or unnatural, in this t 

Justin Martyr, describing BapMsm, says, <( I will 
u mm declare \q you after what manner we b#ing made A D ^ 
«« anew fey Christ, have dedicated ourselves to God: 
«« : • . . *Mfe briag (converts) to some place where there 
" is Abater, and they ate regenerated by the same way 
*\ oi regeneration by which we were regenerated; fci 
^ they aue washed nM* water m the name of God the 
" Father, and Lord of all things, and of our Saviour 

" Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit." The same 

Austin aiso says, that tptwkUng with Holy Water " was 
41 invented by Damons, m imitation of tkt true Bap*. 
4( turn (signified by the prophets) that their votaries 
' c [those of the Daemons] ayght also have their pretend- 
" ed purifications by water." Now, if the- Heathen 
spftiNJHJNGS vmiaitd the true baptism, then the tme 
Baptism iochidad sp*u*KUNe ; tor* if no sprinkling* 



'there k a passage in the Bpisjles of Cyprian (to At% 
Mngnntfip* Tf^hiak *ecms tp tnmoja Uu* distinction. *""' S5a 
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whether a person (a convert, suppose,) who being sick* 
ia his bed, received baptism by sprinkling or pouring, 
ONLY, ought to be considered as completely baptised. 
Cyprian pleads, that where, the faith was complete this 
baptism was complete, also; and might be admitted as 
entire, and valid. He supports his opinion by reference 
to the purifications, or baptismal sprinklings, under the 
Mosaic law. But knowing, that in the customary mode 
of baptism, the ritual sprinkling was preceded by a 
thorough washing of the person, he adds, "or, if any 
** one shall think that they are not at all benefited, who 
"have been only besprinkled with the water of safra- 
** tion, [i. e. without previous washing,] let them not 
" be imposed on; and if they [the sack] recover, let 
" them re baptized p. e. undergo the customary wash- 
•* ing.] But, if they cannot [with propriety} be bap- 
"treed [by the customary washing, because that 
** always preceded ritual sprinkling, and never followed 
u it] as having been already sanctified with the 
" ecclesiastical baftism, [se. the ritual sprmk* 
•• ling] why are they distressed with scruples?" 

Now, unless the rite were divided into two parts, 
where is the possibility of any person's supposing, that 
sanctification with ecclesiastical baptism, was ra any 
». f respect imperfect? How could such expect to render * 
perfect what they had received, by any addition what-" 
ever, unless they understood that addition to be a part 
tif the same identical rite, in its complete state? and 
bow could Cyprian allow a second baptism, who well 
knew that ONE baptism only, was enjoined on 
beiisvers? 

4UD. sea ; That these two ideas were included in the rite of 
Baptism as late as Augustin's days, is evident from the 
different opinions, then afloat, " Some said, they are 
M baptized, 1. not for forgiveness of sin ; — but, 2. that 
" they may be made heirs of the kingdom of Heaven/' 
— " A little while ago," says he, M when I was at Car* 
" thage, I cursorily heard some transient discourse 
" of some people who were talking, that infants an* 
" 1. not baptized for remission of sins; — but, 2* they 
• r were baptized, that they may be sanctified to Christ. 
This he tltought a novelty; and his- opinion, that mv 
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jginal sjn was " ^emitted" at baptism, doubtless |>r» 
tidied with those who gradually contracted the entire 
rite into immersion, only; while those' who deemed 
that consecration to Christ (he should have' said, to * 
the Trinity) was the object of baptism; contracted 
the whole rite into pouring only. He is not far from 
right, when elsewhere,' on a different branch " of the 
subject, be says,— "if each party would grant to the 
ejther what they urge of truth, they would both bold 4& 
the whoLe truth." 

' It has not been thought necessary td fellow this argu- 
ment any" lower. The fact appears to be, that the 
population of the countries bad embraced the faith of 
Christ, so very generally, that converts from heathenism 
Becoming unusual, the rite proper to them gradually lost 
its application ; and thus," the death unto sin" (Idola- 
try, &c.) no longer possessing any reference to infants 
born of Christian parents, its ritual representative-, 
immersion, declined . into oblivion; while pouring as 
the sign of u newness of life," or consecration to the 
Trinity, was continued; such consceration being the ^& 
intention of parents on behalf of their infants* 

Thus we have traced the two branches of Baptism, 
from the Sfosaic institution of ceremonial cleansing 
fn>m pollution by * a dead body, which consisted of, 
1; washing, and 2. sprinkling: — It is so divided by the 
writer of the Ecclesiasticus ; — it was practised, as a 

double rite, by John, in his , Baptism : Christian 

Baptism Js described as a double rite, by the Apostle 
Peter; — by the Apostle Paul, frequently; who also 
expressly calls the sprinkling part of the Mosaic rite 
baptism ; — it was understood to be double by St. Luke; 
—it is so described, (as, double) by Justin Martyr ;— it is 
so represented in all the ancient pictures known; 
(say from the second to the fifth century) — we find it 
alluded to by Cyprian and by Augustin, in terms im- 
plying the same division; and finally, it is still practised 
in the same division by the Abyssinian church, which 
received it from the church at Alexandria, A. D. 313. 

The reader is aware, that the Church at Alexandria, 
originally planted by Mark the Evangelist, consisted of 
Hebrew Christians; whose national manners might 
F 
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easHy be preserved in a country, of wnich Kir. Sail siyv 
-*" The reader conversant in Scripture, cannot fail, I 
conceive, to remark in the course of this narative, tn# 
general resemblance existing throughout between- tnd 
manners of this people and those of the Jews ore* 
▼iotosty tor the reign of Solomon, at which period th* 
connections entered into by the latter with foreign 
gftrinoe& and the luxuries consequently introduced, 
seem, in a great measure, to have altered the jfewisl* 
character. For my own part, I confess, that t was so 
■Mick struck with the similarity between- the two na- 
tions,* during my tt&y in Abyssinia, that t could not 
!*eJp fancying at times that f was dwelling arnong the 
Israelites, and that I had fallen back some thousand 
years, upon a period when the king nimself was 8 
shepherd, and the princes of the land' went out, riding 
fn pules* with spear* and slings to combat againlt tha 

Philistine*." 

>fbw, let Dr. Ryland triumph in the incautious and 
anfounded concession . of Dr. Campbell, " with what 
appetite he may"; it is clear that At* own quotations do 
not support his hypothesis : his own list of passages 
famish three to one against ham, but, had the collection 
been extended, as he knows that some of his adver- 
saries have extended it, and as it may honestly be ex- 
tended, the proportion would have been, as far is I can 
Judge,, about one in ten for him — in the sense ot plung- 
ing.; and nine out of ten against him; in such other 
sense* as appertain to the term. 

EXPLANATION &t f HE PtATA. 



^ No. I. — U an internal view of the u Chapel of the 
Baptistery" in the Catacomb of St. Pontiarius, at 
Rome. It is' thus described by M. Seroux d'Agincdur't, 
from whose work " The Histoy of the Arts by existing 
Monuments* from the fourth century to the fourteenth" 
it hr copied. 

" Perspective view of the place, which may be con- 
sidered as one of the first Baptisteries of the Christians ; 
as is proved j evidently, by the painting* in fresco exe- 
cuted on the wall, at the further end; the sujgect of 
which is the Baptism of Jesus Christ. 
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|*q. 2. "Section of * part of the Catacomb of St; 
^onti^nus, situated at Rome, out of the gate Portese. 

No. 3. "Plan of tins place, with tfa* ?t$ir-casf wbicJti 
Jeads down to the b$sin, and |he channel that conducts 
tfce watejr from the spring that feeds it, 

$<L 4* ** Jtstm £Am* baptized in the Jordan, by 
gf. Jo/iy Bppfjfit 1 £ subject painted in a small ejiaptl 
fffffre Cs&combof St, Ppntjanu^ called " the Chapel 
" of tkt Baptistery : because, in reality in the first 
4f£# of /Christianity, it did undoubtedly serve for that 
n^ge; #nd this is witnessed both by the source of 
living w^ter which i* still to he seen in it, and by 
the subject of this picture* Beneath, is painted one of 
those crosses, ornamented with precious stones, c alien 
fjffft&#f(f f $0. tf)£ $nns of which are hung the syinbo- 
wal pfoir^cfe^s pf Christ, a and n, (A ri right, fivma 

*$SfF#*» tQWrh p.381,r 

g$isjs «snbje*t »f *^|ffpaf ^lejpw-^an^ ppeujugs 
#* f jrst pface aniong Jthe ^t^ejrjes, J«M» frcing tjte 
jnpff; fininle, jutf {WJl&P?, the u,os$ jntient of Xhpsp 



n^nyments r--Tfte [inieriqr] style of the paintings 
rtews that fh?y arf*? W*4t4 s£¥<erjil ?ges $ftejr the pfcpe 
^d been &stine4 tp $$ us^ge. 

"ftt if situate*} pt ftpfne , oat of tjie /Vfti Porte*: in 
a place called Monte Verde; there is stijt seen the 
taws of running wptjer, whjfh served to administer 
JBaptjsm in &£ wli#4 times of the church ; that is tp 
sgy, froja the fynt Jo tfre fo*urtb century." 

Nos. 6, fi.-r-From subjects painted in miniature in 
a Greek MenoJogy, in the Vatican Library : of the 
ninth century, " The Baptism in the Jordan/' 

These shew John the Baptist so longer dressed in his 
camel's hair garment, bat in ample robes of cloth, 
however, the' action of hts hand is the same, and he 
atiil baptizei fey powning? These are initial letters to 
ftise ourses on the subject of Baptism, Ho. 6, makes 
the figure of a Greek n. Ho. 0, makes t)ie figure of a 
Greek X. 

Np. 7. — Bassb relievo executed in marble, over the 

Srincipal door of the church of St. John Baptist at 
Eon?a, near Milan, built in the seventh century, by 
Queen Tbeodolinda; the lower part represents the 
Baptism pf Jesus. [N.B. This is the Queen whosa 
Baptism is represented 111 our first Plate, No. 6.] 
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No. 8.;— Another Baptism of Jesus, by John, in th* 
Jordan, of a date still later; as appears by the fufl 
flress of John while discharging his office. 

No. 9. — A Baptism which closely represents that of 
Mr. Salfs. Abyssinian boy. It is performed outside 
of the church: the boy is stark naked; and the Sacra- 
ment is administered by pouring. The date of this 
piece is about the tenth century ; and it is the work of 
Greek artists, though executed at Rome. It shews 
that the Abyssinian mode of baptism is no new thing; 
but was extant nine (or more) centuries ago; among the 
Greeks^ and apparently among the Romans too. 



>*«••••• * 



But, I beg leave to recall the Reader's attention to 
the Chapel of the Baptistery ; concerning which, M. 
d'A. says nothing more in any part of his work yet 

'published. As his work begins in the fourth century, 

: he was under no obligation to examine this subject 
farther; and his work has no reference whatever to.re- 

iigious rites, but, being struck with its interest and cu- 
riosity, he goes out of his way, to insert this Antiquity. 
He esteems the Baptistery itself, as the first now ex- 

'isting; the picture he places among his subjects of the 
fourth century. 

By examining the Plate, we may trace some incidents 
of' its history : It was a Baptistery tyefore ft was a 
Sepulchre: for, originally the walls of this small 

/Chapel, which does not exceed six feet square, were 
carried up to the ceiling; and it formed a narrow, cell- 
like, but complete room. 

* But, when formed into a burial place, the rock was 
cut away from the upper part, and part of the sides, 
leaving the remaining part of the races of the Baptistery 

' projecting about fifteen or eighteen inches. It is evident, 
that these Sepulchres were formed at a time of Perse- 
cution; but, I am not aware, that any of their inscrip- 
tions contains a date, or any mark by which a date may 
be obtained. The firsj; Persecution tpok place under 
A. D. 64. Nero ; but, it is hardly to be supposed, though the 
Church at Rome was numerous,, that Baptism, was, as 
yet, administered, except in private houses. There 

. could be little occasion for subterraneous privacy. T^ie 

A. D. 1QT, next violent persecution at Rome^ was under Trajan ; 

and by this time the Christians must have found tne, 
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necessity of the most absolute secrecy, on numerous oc- 
casions ; for their " superstition" had been embraced by 
inany noble persons, as well as by a multitude of the 
middling classes. . 

The Baptistery, therefore, may honestly be dated at 

.the latter end of the first century, if not earlier. If the 
reader will examine the plan, at the corner, imme- 
diately over the end of the scale marked 20, he will 
observe a small recess of about two feet in depth and 
width, just sufficient to hold one person, only: here 
undoubtedly, stood the person who administered the or- 
dinance: it could serve for no other use : it is, evidently, 

,cut for this purpose. It follows, that Baptism was not 
here administered by plunging; but, as the picture 

. above bears testimony, by pouring on the head of the . 
convert, Yet, this will not decide whether the convert 
did or did not, here receive a previous ablution, This 
Baptistery, then, agrees with every instance known, 
in witnessing that the adminstrator did not enter the 
water: and so far, the conclusion is established on the 
rock, itself. 

,We cannot say as much for the Sepulchre: that 
may date from A. D. 107, or A. D. 169, or A. D. 
$02* In 335 to 238, a persecution raged, in which 
many churches, built by Christians, were destroyed: 
again in 267; the last was under Dioclesian in 305. 
To say the least then, these Sepulchres a^ceud to the 
third century; perhaps, earlier. The medium, which 
is the safest course, would place them about 202 to 235. 
The Picture is. more embossing. It is clear, on 
inspection, that the rock is cut away over where the 
picture is npw placed; and it was, as is well known, a 

, custom of the earlier Christians, to replace such orna- 

. ments, where they had before existed. M. d'A* as- 
signs no other reason for placing this picture so low as 

. he does, but the inferiority of the execution. This 
seems to assume, without any satisfactory warrant, 
that Christianity, in the first and second N centuries, 
had been embraced by capital Artists. I wish it were 
true. Certainly, the Painter of this baptism was a 
Christian; for, to have employed any "heathen sculptor 
accustomed to represent Jupiter and Priapus," would 
have placed a most dangerous secret in his power, a 
secret which reward, interest loyalty, duty and reli- 
jrion, would incessantly urge him to reveal: which 
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WPQtci Jiave ensured the destruction of the whole famtrr, 
(ortociety) on whose premises this private chapel wis 
detected, with all the list of the Baptized. The Artist 
* might he a mere dauber, as a Painter, yet an ex&feut 
Cty-jstifttt: Christian, indubitably he was; and tfwt 
aiders every cavil raised by the ignorant, against nw 
fpnper examples. And, I think, too, that the inls 
priority of J>js talents prevented M. <fA r from strictly 
estimating the date of his performance. It is bad 
tUPMgh; but not too bad fqr a Christian slave ^f the 
4}iirc|, or of the second, century: I meaq to say, of 
filial date with the conversion of this Baptistery into a 
C&tacQmb. I have chose** this picture of A^tieaft 
Paptism, because the work which contains it, being fc 
%\m c^rse of publication may be inspected without <Bfr 
ficplty; because, as an example it speaks for itself, be- 
ywd controversy ; because it agrees with fdl otb^ 
fntie&t representations known; because the action of 
the Baptist is pearly that of pouring; and because it if* 
Ht tjpe very latest, older than any copy of tfie Gospels, 
»ow in existence. It is two centures older thai* those 
, feneraljle ft$S$. the Alexandrian and Vatican copies* 

The whole together js one qf tjie earliest possible moou- 
}$£flfs $f Christianity, that can $e now remainipg. 

The reader will observe the laipb, introduced, in 

ftllpsi^n to the "lamb of God," and the singh angel* 

wf*ere the plaster is broke aw?y. As most other Bap- 

f x litHjfs have three angels, I think this is another mark of 

t jt* antiquity. Put, frfter all, it is not the first of the 

* kind ; it is % repetition of an idea borrowed from else- 

y$iere ; it may even he a repetition of a picture painted 

in tjbe s^ipe place, previous to its enlargement for a Cfc- 

tftcomb ; but, this can only conjecture. 

TJiis chapel bad not escaped the notice of Antfcruariea 
]>efore M . d'A. Says Buonarottt — "and here I would in- 
form the reader that there is found a picture and a like 
history included ;n the Baptism of Jesus Christ, in an 
fntient Baptistery in the cemetry of Pontianus ojft of the 
Party Portef e at Rome, which does not appear to have 
bee# observed by ^rriqgki/' If I rightly understand 
$j* autt* 01 * it wfis discovered in 1687. 

4* applicable to the general subject, I *dd a few ex~ 



Os^.sopr* tracts from this indefatigable and learned writer. 
YctrauUj* "^ w ** certainly the custom to baptise faked • • « 
^^ fog &£ jtersng who Jiad been baptized, immediately ca 
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«*18«|o««ftte*i*t^,t^w«rt>*4 Iff itttfl Onto* 
lope caiWd ISdttanfi, • • • • • • whence says 1 fimott of f hes- 

jtfonie*, "hflirtediatefy the naked Catechurfien, M 
covered *!tba htr*e envelope rtf {&**** #rapped arouttd 
Mm ctdsely in *HftE« ttttdings /* 

ftfe Iffmiry kgtm !-=-!< ih^ts as it every tart, 
*fflere*£r #e meet with Btytfent. Bat, farther, *$ td 
|te* tiuzfetf: PerliapS, Hire most learned Reviewer hi the 
Baptist UK afgrfjtftfe did ndt kxftrir, that he #as rep&itititf 
iftte verV sentiments atotf language of Julian t&eApostaM 
•^tet /uch ft Ate fact. 

The arfient Christian^ hatt among tfceni pictures bf 
A&rnl tfntf £ve; aid, stfysmy author^^'St Paofihrf 
cteaff ly make's mention of representations of Adam anil 
fcv£ ott occasfon of fiis describih& various pictures' 61 
tte* feasittca:— St. Augustine amides to the santei 
au^gct, irf Kis boot agaltist Julian the Aj>ostate?'f^ 
But, it should appear, that Julian had forced a worse" 
meaning, — if a worse meaning- can be forced, — than 
even the " careful" Reviewer, whose solicitude extends 
ft the sechtaiori of tuck Erects as tW u FACT* and 
Bv*#E*rcEs" coritam; fretoH hii fdMly. % 

Ail fife subjects eta this pMe, are from ihe #ori of 
M. <T Agincoort: in ordelr tha*t Oentfemetf tfho please 
to eriaminfc the truth, may not need to enquire after 4 
gft^f number of Books. 

We ttirve no* acUMced fi*te*n antieht example* 
rbf Baptism 1 , alt administered by porting; Robfnson 
adds three or four others: I think 'the nunfher might 
easily be made up thirty or forty, or even fifty; and 
this, While not one instance oT plunking ever has been 
adduced* or ever will be adduced, to the contrary. 
The inference Is left to the reader. 

The following sentiments of Buoriarotti, wno is en* 
larging on (he subject of Baptism, form a proper coo- 
cfcfekm to tfc» |wtft df the subject. 



— , —— - - . : j . — ■ it l, 

• As this envelope had the form of m pallium, or cloak, it seems to be tlhidod 
to by lertolliae* SiMeo, reverere hahftumwkut interim emmstxti rt*Mciatorem„ . 
*nimvtr9 cum ham jmmtum tapicntiam westit, mat txmifnmti tupcrstitfanbm 
remit f twnc crrtissime pattfam safer omnia external, et peplotsmguttolzttU. Ot 
PalMs, {cap. * in fine, et cap. 3. 

. From hence is supposed to have arisen the error of writers who reported ttart 
Christian* after baptism left off the toga, and assumed the puttmm. 

t A Pietoritmsme dutiritse detidet, qwd Jttom* et Mutter Hut jmtfeittfa eoa> 
tpxrint, HorAuotm Writ dec<mt*tum maim m pr*efrfr; ChndMct KM 
•emperfiMitqmpotittae. Ub.Y.. cap.*. 
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V Whoever desires to know to what degree the luA* 
tient Christians were solicitous to preserve a certain 
tradition of their sacred symbols used in painting, and 
what care they employed, that they -might always be 
represented in the same manner, and not be changed 
in any thing, which from the beginning had been 
customary in the church, let him reflect on the uni- 
formity found among the paintings on these most 
antient pieces of glass, also on the basso relievos of 
the Sarcophagi [Sepulchres] on the paintings of the 
Caeuieteries [Catacombs] and the Mosaics of the 
churches in Rome ; which are not equally antient: but 
especially, let him well observe the Vatican Sarcophagus, 
published by Arringhi, in p. 295, in the middle of 
Which, as there represented, we see almost the very 
same things, as are seen on this glass : there is the 
Saviour on the mount, from which issues four streams/ 
&c, 



But, we have not yet done with Sepulchres: for, 
the Inscriptions they contain, furnish abundant mate- 
rials for "Facts and Evidences." Among the 
thousands which remain, are many of the primitive 
Christians: and some of these refer to children who 
died young.— 1 can only point out the argument, 
to pursue it would enlarge these Letters to a folio. 
An example, or two, may explain my meaning, while 
they furnish a specimen. t 



* Chi vuol conosoere quanto i Cristiani antichi fossero attend a conservare 
•611 una certa tradizione i mc» simboli delle pitture, e quanta cura aveatero, cfae 
terapre si facesseroi medesimi, e non si variassedaquello, che sul principio avesse 
commciato a costumare laChiesa, basla riflettere all'uniformita, che passa fra It 
pitture di questi vetri antichissirat, ed i bassirilievi de* Sarcofagi, e le pitture de' 
Cimiteri, ed i Mosaic! deHe Chiese di Roma, che noasono taoto antichi; ma pujf- 
colarmente bisogna osservare il Sarcofago Vaticano riportato dall' Arringhio alia 
pag. 295, nel mezzo del quale, come si e accennato, vi sono quasi affatto le mede- 
"Sime cose, che si vedono in questo vetro ; vi e il Salvatore sul Monte, da cui scatu- 
riscono i quattro numi ; il Salvatore da alia figure, che e dalla sinistra il volume, 
questa sigura e vestita, e sta in attitudine di scendere nel Giordano, come sta la 
nostra, ed ha una Croce in ispalla; dalla parte destra vi e quella medeakna im- 



tore vi sono due palme, e sopra a quella a mano dritta vi e un uccello, che sari 
fatto per la nostra fenice ; e vi sono parimente doe turri, e due porte di Citta. — ■ 
. Bwnarotti Osservutioni sopra alcuni vasi Antichi di Vctros. p. 48, Firtn&c. 1716V 
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SIMrjAIKIA-H-KAK 
KAAX1NTMOE-EZH 
XEN-ETH-IA-HMEPAS-Kr 

ETEAEYTH2EN IIMT-KAk-NOBEMP ♦AXTfl KAV 
TfAAAH TnATOIS. 

Simpucia — called also Calonymus, who liveet 
Year 8 XI. Days XXIII. his course was ended (by 
violence) the 13th of the Calends of November, Fmstus 
and Tallus being Consuls. 

This reference to the Consuls gives a date, by which* 
we find this child was a martyr under Dioclesian. He 
had certainly been baptized, as appears from his re- 
ceiving a second name, Colony mus; and he was a 
martyr at eleven years of age. How much earlier h% 
was baptized, we cannot tell. 

Another inscription commemorates a still younger 
Christian; but, unfortunately, it has no date. It has, 
however, explicit marks of primitive Christianity, and 
of persecuting times. [Say early in the second century; 
taking a medium date.] 

J; Postumju*. Eutjienion. Fidelia — qui. Gratia sancta. 

coqsecutusr. 
j£ , fri/c^e.. na^taljs sups eretina. bora, reddit. dehituui. 

vitae. suae, qui vixit. 

€J. AttttisSe*. et4#pp^itm,Y. MjusJuJias^ dieJovi> 

que et natus. est. ch|uj. 
flt. Anima. cum Sanctos i* pace. Fjli© Bew*me?enti. 

Fosiumii. felicissimu*. 

Postumius Euthenion, a faithful (Christian brother) 
accompanied with the Holy Grace : On the day before 
his birth-day, early, he gave back again that which he 
had received, his life. He lived six years; and was 
buried the fifth of the ides of July, on a Thursday, on, 
which day he was born: whose soul is with the Holy 
One in peace. (Erected) to my well-deserving son, the 
most happy Postumius. 



Christians, 

G 



Was the titje of Fidelia eyer given by the primitive 
bristians, to any oae, bekjre baptism W ©ft. the con-. 
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trary, they were baptized, to be madejfcfcfaf. This 
then, decides the character of this child; this most 
happy Postumius, as says his father: but further, he- 
was a follower of (or was followed by) the " Holy 
Grace/' What is this Holy Grace ? if not the " Sanc- 
tifying Grace," the "Heavenly Grace," of Baptism! 
— All who understand the terms, will see that this child 
had been baptized: yet he died the day before he 
was six years old. How much sooner he had been 
baptized, we know not. As his father appears to 
have been a zealous, warm-hearted Christian, we can- 
not suppose his son would pass the thirdyear of his life- 
without undergoing this rite: perhaps he underwent it, 
much earlier. " His soul is with the Just One in Peace," 
says his Father: Nika; "lie has overcome," says his 
Fatten while the symbolical Acrostic IX0YC suffi- 
ciently marks his Christianity; with the necessity of 
the time, for concealing the profession of the /cross. • A 
more satisfactory instance of Infant Baptism (excepting 
the absence of a date) can hardly be expected.; for this 
"faithful Christian brother" was not yet — six years 
of age. 

I have opened this train of argument : Whoever per- 
^everingly pursues it, will, I doubt not, produce 
several, if not many, instances, which may fairly be 
referred to the second century; and others also, to 
the first century. Who then wiH venture to affirm, 
that INFANT BAPTISM is a « new affair"? Who 
will venture to declare publicly, as I hear has been very 
lately done, that " Infant Baptism was a patched 
up monster, mutually invented, fostered, and propagated 
between the Pope and the Devil, no longer ago than* 
the twelfth century, at the earliest" ?- — O I SHAltfrf! 
Sham^ ! ! 1 



G, Bamrd, Printer, SO, $*tth»$trttt> Lentotk 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



FOURTH LETTER 

TO A 

33eacmt 

OF A 

BAPTIST CHURCH, 



Dear Sir, 

YOU know so thoroughly the numerous 
inconveniences under which the following papers 
were sketched out, and are so well aware of the 
many and sudden transitions incident to confi- 
dential conversation, long continued, that, I ven- 
ture to consider all apology for their irregularities, 
in point of form, as superfluous. Memoranda 
made without the slightest expectation of appear- 
ing before the public, may honestly claim forbear- 
ance, if not pardon, though somewhat loosely 
arranged; and, happily, notwithstanding order 
would have been extremely desirable on some ac- 
counts, yet the arguments themselves are, to an 
unbiassed mind, independent of that species of 
correctness. 

If I rightly understand that eminent writer, Dr. 
Gill, he expressly denies that &ny Covenant exist- 
ed, or could exist, between man and God, pre- 
vious to that of which we have so large an ac- 
count, the Covenant of Circumcision, made with 
Abraham. The good Doctor had overlooked or 
B 
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Mm l. §. fo r g t, the expression of the Deity, " Gather my 
saints together unto me ; those who have made 
Covenant with me by sacrifice" Now sacrifice way 
long prior to- circumcision; and covenants, we 
know, were ratified by sacrifice. This expres- 
sion is not referable only to saints subsequent 
to the Abrahamic covenant; but, is addressed to 
the earth at large, and also to the heavens: it i» 
general, and not restricted. Nevertheless, it 
must be acknowledged, that we know so little of 
the modes of performing sacrifice, in the earlier 
ages of the world, that unless we accept the 
Mosaic writings and ordinances as representing 
the more ancient services, we must remain un- 
enlightened on the subject It cannot be sup- 
posed, that the special forms observed in that 

Cieb.xr.l7. extraordinary, and perhaps singular, covenant 
made between Abraham and God, were custom* 
ary on all occasions of sacrifice; but rather, that 
Moses in reducing his Levitical precepts to 
writing, for the guidance of his people, now be- 
coming a nation, did but embody and perpetuate 
the practices of his forefathers, tne Patriarchs. 

Quitting thia train of thought, for the moment, 
it is proper we -should observe, that when the 
Gtn. x?ii. 10. Covenant of Circumcision was made with Abra- 
ham, he was already the father of Ishmael ; who, 
at the time when he received this rite, in his own 
person, in consequence of the faith of his father 
m.*5. Abraham, was, " thirteen years of age." This it 
expresslv stated in the history, and admits o£ 
neither doubt, nor question. 

At the same time with Ishmael, were circum- 
cised, probably about fifteen hundred me«*, of 
different ages, who had no relation whatever by 
consanguinity to Abraham; but merely received 
this sign, — the seal of Abraham's faith, in confor- 
mity with the faith and obedience of their Mas- 
ter. What became of these me$ afterwards, or 
ot their posterity, and how far they or thcir's,. 
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were truly pious, it is not easy to determine; and 
if we could determine it, it might not much ad- 
vance our present enquiry, which relates imme- 
diately to Ishmael, son of Abraham. 

We are under no difficulty in affirming, that 
the posterity of Ishmael did, and do to this day, 
in imitation of his compliance, practice circum- 
cision, at the same time of life, as he* their great 
first father, underwent that rite. He is their ex- 
ample, as well as their progenitor. Nor is this all : 
for it should appear, that the sons of Abraham 
by Keturah, the Midianites, &c. conformed to 
the same custom ; and postponed circumcision 
till the understandings of their youth were some- 
what matured, and advanced towards manhood. 
The first hint of this we have, if I rightly read 
it, in the incident that befell Moses, after he 
had received his commission to deliver Israel 
from the bondage of Egypt. 

That Jethro priest of Midian, was also priest 
of the most High God, appears from many con- 
siderations ; and is even couched, though covert- 
ly, in the famous Rabbinical story of his rod, 
[the true Religion] which he gave to Moses. 
With this chief Moses resided; and it is evident, 
that before much time had elapsed after Moses, 
entered the country, Zipporah, daughter erf Jeth- 
ro, became his wife. Now, if Moses resided forty Acti Ti5# ^ 
years with Jethro, it will follow — either that his 
wife Zipporah was barren during many years, al- 
most the whole of her life, sa far as concerned 
child-bearing, till toward the close of that pe- 
riod — or, that, at the time when Moses was 
quitting Midian for Egypt, her children could not Handfaft 
be infants. I know that Lightfoot affirms," Zip- ^[ u f , * 

Eorah was now lying-in childbed, a weak woman, * 1T * 

ut lately delivered — farre unfit for so long a 
journey/' &c. — " but now the child may not stay M - ^JJJJ* *• 
till hee bee eight days old." Archbishop Seeker g<j C Redder 
agrees with this idea. But, had it occurred to *»!•*. 
B % 
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these learned men, that it was the custom in 
Midian to postpone circumcision to the Ishmael- 
ke time of life, to adult years, they would have 
perceived a very different air in the history: of 
which a slight view may convince us. 

Ex«d ir.u. The circumstances are these: Moses, preparing 
' to fulfil his commission, took his wife, and hfc 
two sons with him, travelling towards Egypt. 
And it was in the way, in one of the resting- 
places of the passage, that an angel of the Lord 
met him, and sought to kill him, [probably, 
a violent disease; and Moses knowing that if 
he should die, his sons would be rejected from 
their due place among the Israelites, unless they 
bore the mark of their family-descent from Abra- 
ham, through Isaac, and that performed in the 
true Israelitish manner, and marie, was extremely 
anxious to see them properly circumcised : but, 
being too ill to perform the operation himself] 
Zipporah, their mother took a knife of flint, 
and cut off the foreskin of her son, and clasped his 
knees (the knees of Moses,) and exclaimed, 
•* Surety, a new bridegroom art thou to me by 
bloods ! (plural). And the angel (or disease) depart- 
ed from him (Moses). It was because of th« 
circumcisions, (plural) that she then said, thou art 
a new bridegroom to me by bloods** (plural.) 
From these plural terms, it is clear that both th« 
sons df Moses were circumcised at this time : for, 
no other conjecture is sufficient to account for 
the use of these plurals. It follows, demonstra- 
bly, that the eldest must have been more than 
eight days old; and, indeed, he seems to have 
been t>orn soon after the marriage. Now this 
delay of the rite would appear nothing remiss to 
Zipporah, who knew the custom - of her own 
country; though a cause of the greatest anxiety to 
Moses, who knew the order of his people. 

As we have not the history of the sons of 
Abraham by Keturah, or of other nations, his 
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descendants, in Scripture, but of the Hebrew! 
poly, we cannot expect to find in Holy Writ, par* 
ticulars of their rites. It should seem that the 
Edomites retained their family customs with, 
tolerable correctness; for they were allowed 
to bear office character in Israel, after the third 
generation, while other nations were excluded, 
tai the tenth. 

The Circumcision of the Adults of Israel, by 
Joshua, does not properly come under observa- j^. T . \, 
tion here : it is sufficient to notice it ; as not un- 
usual among the neighbouring people, who were 
©£ Abrahamic descent : they would have thought 
no evil erf delay. But it is more than possible 
that this extra delay is alluded to by Joshua, un- 
der the term of the " shame of Egypt : " meaning, 
what the Egyptians thought a shame ; L e. that 
people using circumcision, should neglect it till 
forty years of age ; or even to thirty, or to twenty ; 
since they, the Egyptians, practiced it on youth, 
xrf thirteen years. 

It appears, clearly enough, from the history of 
David and Saul, that the Philistines were not 
circumcised ; but, we have in the Prophet Je- 
remiah a passage, which has exercised the con- 
jectures of the most learned and sagacious eris- 
tics; and has been regarded as inexplicable. To 
nae, it seems evidently to refer to the practice of 
adult Circumcision ; and thus understood (which 
is warranted by ample and numerous testimonies) 
the prophet's language becomes clear, and forci- 
ble. 

" Behold the days come saith the Lord, that I j«r. k. 5, %. 
will punish all circumcised (yet) uncircumcised : 
Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the sons of 
Ammon, and Moab, and all in the utmost cor- 
ners, that dwell in the wilderness : for ail these 
nations are yet uncircumcised (in their persons) 
and the house of Israel kr uncircumcised in heart," 



Digitized by 



Google 



( « ,) 

(though circumcised in person. ) Calrnet trans- 
kites, "I will punish the uncircumcised — the 
Egyptian, equally with the circumcised— th^ 
Jew." Others, adhering to the form and order 
of the words, render, literally, " I wili vi»it upon 
all circumcised, in the foreskin." Kimchi and 
Grotius suppose an ellipsis here, implying " cir-? 
cumcised and uncircumcised," and they are sup«» 
ported by the Chaldee, which reads, "I will 
visit all the uncircumcised people, together with 
» the house of Israel, whose deeds are no better 
than those of the uncircumcised." 

Now, however contradictory these versions 
may appear, they are both correctly true. That 
the descendants of Edom, the Moabites, and the 
Ammonites, with the Egyptians also, were, in point 
of fact, circumcised, admits of no dispute ; but, 
as they did not perform this rite in the manner 
of the Jews, they are described as retaining the 
foreskin ; and as they postponed it till their sons 
were grown up, and advancing towards man- 
hood, they are called uncircumcised/ as they 
really were, in the Jewish import of the expres- 
sion : so that, the contradiction is, in truth, no 
contradiction: because they were "circumcised, 
yet retaining the foreskin," and therefore their 
rite was null in Jewish estimation. No reason 
can be adduced why these nations are selected, 
except as they bore some ritual conformity to 
the Jews :— why not threaten other neighbour- 
ing nations, as the Philistines, or Syria, Damascus, 
Assyria, &c. among the notoriously uncircum- 
cised? — The reason is, it could not be said of 
them with a shadow of truth, that they were 
*' circumcised, yet retaining the foreskin." They 
had no such rite: consequently, they could not 
practice this peculiarity. 

Euterpe, cap Herodotus, who lived several centuries before 

<*▼. Christ, reports the use of circumcision by the 

Phoenicians and Syrians of Palestine; meaning 
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the nations around the Jews; and apparently in- 
cluding those we now call Arabs. He says, they 
borrowed this custom from Egypt ; but, h# 
seems to have been aware of more than one man* 
ner of performing it : for he observes,—" these 
are the only people who use it, and who use it 
precisely like the Egyptians." Others, therefore, 
might, and did, use it, otherwise. 

That the circumcision of the Edomites was 
not accounted by the Jews a real circumcision, ap- 
pears demonstrably, from Joseph us, who assures Aaiiq.iib.vtfi. 
us, that Hyrcanus, ancestor of Herod, conquered ^P •• 
the Edomites, and permitted them to live in 
their own country, on condition they should be 
circumcised," &c. It seems, that he reckoned for 
nothing their rite of adult circumcision, with 
their manner of performing it; because, it differed 
from the Jewish rite, both in time and manner* 

" The Circumcision practised by our ancestors, De Circrack. 
•ays Philo, is ridiculed ;, although it has been re- P* su- 
spected by other nations; and in a particular . 
manner in Egypt, a country that surpasses the 
whole world, by the multitude and by the wis- 
dom of its inhabitants." 

In the Catholic Epistle of St Barnabas (cer- 
tainly not a work of Barnabas, the Apostle ; yet 
usually referred to the second century) we have 
the same information. — " But you will say, that Epiat. Bam. 
people were circumcised for a sign ; and so are all **p- •• 
the Syrians and Arabians . . . even the Egyptians, 
themselves are circumcised." " Circumcised for 
a sign " — then, the Syrians and Arabians con- 
nected religious ideas with the rite, long before 
Mahomet. 

In, or about, the fourth century after A. D. 
Eusebius, who certainly was industrious, as well 
as learned, and a man of research, as well as of 
eminence as a Christian writer, informs us, that 
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Prep. Etu. << tke posterity <rf Ishmaei, settled in Arabia* werd 
Ub.Ti.«p,ii. a ^ circ|lIwciged) contrary to the practice of the 
Jews, about the thirteenth year of their agt ,"* 
— which was the time of Ishmael's life, when, be, 
their venerated ancestor, submitted to the rite s 
in this they imitated him. 

Two or three centuries after Eusebius, arose 
Mahomet, who, certainly, found the rite of 
adult circumcision in full rigour, among the 
Arabs, as it had been from time immemorial ; or 
ratter, to speak correctly, from the days of 
Ishmaei. That it has continued from the propa- 
gation of the Mahometan faith, to the present 
thne, is notorious. We have no need, therefore, 
to enquire further into its history; but shall now 
direct otir attention to the arguments adduced in 
support and explanation of this rite, by those 
who are, professionally, best acquainted with 
them. If we ask, what reasons they assign for 
their practice? The following extracts may 
enable us, at least, partially, to estimate them ; 
and we have every inducement to believe that 
the reasons now urged are fair repetitions of 
those formerly assigned. From theiv nature, 
. < they may safely be taken as the same; and, on 
examination, we shall see that those who offered 
them anciently, or their. descendant?, who perpe- 
tuated them, were by no means without very 
powerful authorities in support of their practice. 

Ambaw.TraT. " The Persians are as free to assume die quality 

^^n* VK rf Mussulmans as the Turks. They explicate the 

term Mussulman by that of saved ,~~th*t is, (say 

the Turks) satb» from eternal dtrmnatio*; 

* TVw» 5* or IvnoLvikircus rots hat* Ap*0t*v 9 rotottii v$ vcnras wtptrti^ 
noQmt rfioxetititxartts. 

Itmaelitas cbntra eos (sc. Judaeos)qui Arabiam tenent, co situ fo lacrm 
edi, ut omnes circa annum decimum tertium circumcidi neeetse sit 
Eusebius Prep* Eran. lib. vi. cap. 11. 
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whence it comes, that they do not call their sons 
Mussulmans [saved] till after they are arcww- 
cised" 

"Now concerning Circumcision, it is hew sir Tbo«. Ho- 
used, and accounted so necessary, that without berfr Tra*. ia 
it none calls himself a Mussulman. Men con- *****> P- 80i - 
form to it for expectation of Paradise. They are 
enjoined it at IzmaeVs age (whom they imagine 
was Abraham's best beloved) — 'ere twelve (year* 
of age) hoping he may be able to speak his pro* 
fession. The Arabs practised it before Mahomet s 
time : yea, some think he suffered it only to 
please the Arabians."— <c The Priest having done 
his office, the standers by, to joy his initiation, sa- 
'lute him by the name of Mussulman. In com- 
memoration of such a benefit (imitating Abra- 
ham) they continue a feast for three days toge- 
ther/' 

" The Turks circumcise not their children be* There**. 
fore the age of eleven or twelve years: to the end PartI - P- 4 *- 
they themselves may pronounce • . their profession 
of faith ; and also, to the end they may under- 
stand what they say; and say it,, with the 
heart, as well as with the mouth." 

" When Mahomet promulgated his law . . # . he ^ &** 
put this difference between hds circumcision and *n*ge, &*. 
that of the Jews, that it ought not* to be admi- 
nistered to infants, eight days after their birth, 
but, when they have attained the age of eleven 
6r twelve years ; at which period, not only ar£ 
they in a state to assign reasons wht 
they believe, and to make with their lips this 
confession La illah ilia Allah, Mahomet resut 
Allah ; that is to say, There is no God but God i 
and Mahomet is his prophet ; but also, to un- 
derstand the import op this confes- 
sion. . . . This circumcision, which the Turks 
call Schounnet, is considered as nothing further 
than a mark of obedience tendered to the uo*- 
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written word of Mahomet; for he has written 
nothing about it in his Koraun ... It is forbid to 
those who have not received this rite, even to 
Children born under their law, to assist at their 
Prayers. . . . Although it is necessary, in order 
to circumcision, to be of the age of eleven or 
twelve years, there are nevertheless, a few who 
are circumcised at seven or eight years of age. 
Commonly they are not circumcised younger, but 
much older; as at fourteen or fifteen years, or 
more; according to the wishes of the parents. . . . 
The Imam of the Mosque of the district deli- 
vers a short exhortation on the subject of the 
rite about to be performed.*'* 

D'Obww, « This pious act is celebrated with domestic 
9? &u?tdh. festivals: the great, and especially, sovereigns, 
" make the most costly preparations. The Kha- 
liphs, and all the princes of the different Maho- 
metan dynasties, displayed on these occasions 
the most dazzling magnificence. The Othoman 
Sultans have also done the same. They who have 
been most distinguished were Mohammed IL 
Suleyman I, and Mourad III. The last of these 
employed a year in preparing for the festival in- 
tended for Moliammed, his son and successor. 

* Lorsque Mahomet donna sa loy il mit cette difference entre 

*a circoitciaion et celle dea Jtrifa, qu'on ne la devoit pas administrer aux 
enfans buit jours apres leur naissance, mais iorsqu'ils auroienl onze ou 
douze ana; auquel temps, non-seulement ils sont en Itat de rem ore raiso* 
de leur foy, et de faire de bouche cette confession la illah ilia Alia, Me- 
kemet, resul Alia ; c'est a dire, Il riy a point £ autre Dieu que Dieu, et 

Mahomet est son Prophtte; mais aussi d'EN com prendre le sens 

Cette circoncision, que les Turcs appellent Schounnet, n'est regardee que 
comme uue marque de I'obeissance qu'ils rendent a la parole uon ecritt 
de Mahomet; car il n'en a rien ecrit dans son Alcoran ... II est defendu 
a ceux qui ue Font pas regu, meme aux enfans de leur loy, d'assister 4 la 
Priere. . . . Quoi qu'il faille, pour &tre circoncis, avoir onze ou douze ans, 
il y en a pourtant quelques-uns qui le sont h sept ou huit. D'ordinaire 
on ne les cireoncit pas plus jennes, mais bien plus kgex, comme dt 

quatorze ou quinze ans, et plus; suivant la volonte des parents 

L'Imam de la Mosquee du quartier fait une petite exhortation au aujet 
de l'operation qui se va faire. Corneille Le Bruyn Voyage au Levant, 
iSyrie, &c. Qto, Paris, 1725* p. 254. et seq. 
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This young prince was circumcised in 999 
(1582), at the age of sixteen years. It is cus* 
tomary to send, on these occasions, circular let- 
ters to the Paschas, governors, intendants, and 
magistrates of all the provinces and great cities 
in the empire. By these letters the Sultan gives 
them notice of the ceremony, and invites them 
to partake of it. They attend by substitutes, 
who represent them on that day at court, and 
make in their name rich presents to the young 

Frince, as tokens of homage and dependance. 
shall here translate the circular letter which 
Mourad. III. addressed on this occasion tq the 
nobles of his empire. It is worthy of remark 0n 
account of its style, and the singularity of iti 
metaphors. 



TO THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS, &c. 

By this imperial letter, decorated with our mono* 
gram, Toughra, we inform you, most noble and au- 
gust Sir, that it being a sacred and indispensable duty 
for the elect and blessed, for the Mahometan people, 
but especially for the Sultans, monarcbs, and sovereigns, 
as also for the princes of the blood of their august fa- 
mily, to follow entirely the laws and precepts of our 
holy Prophet, the coryphaeus of the Patriarchs and of 
the celestial Envoys, and to observe religiously what- 
ever is prescribed in our sacred volume, where it is 
said, Follow the example of Abraham thy father, 
from whom thou derivest the illustrious name of Mus- 
sulman : we have consequently resolved to fulfil this 
precept respecting the act of circumcision, in the per- 
son of our well-beloved son, prince Mohammed ; of 
that prince who, covered with the wings of the celestial 
grace, and of the divine assistance, advances in happi- 
ness and reputation in the glorious path to the imperial 
jthrone ; of that prince who, honoured with the tame 
name as our holy Prophet, is most justly the object of 
admiration to our high and sublime court; of that 
prince who is the most beautiful flower in the parterre 
of equity and sovereign dominion ; the most precious 
shoot in the garden of grandeur and majesty ; the 
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finest pearl in the monarchy ; the most luminous star 
in the firmament of serenity, peace, and public hap- 
piness. 

Thus the august person of this prince, the young 
plant of his existence, having already made propitious 
advances in the nursery of virility and strength, and the 
tender shrub of his essence being already a superb or- 
nament to the vineyard of prosperity and grandeur, it 
is necessary that the vine-dresser of circumcision should 
apply his keen bill to this new plant, to Ibis charming 
rose-tree, that he should direct it towards the vege- 
tative excrescence, which is the principle of the renew- 
ing faculties, and the stem of those precious fruits and 
fortunate branches in the great orchard of the Khali ph at 
and bY the Supreme Power. This august ceremony will 
therefore be observed, under the auspices of Providence, 
in the approaching spring, at the return of the season 
when nature recovers her youth anjd beauty, presents to 
the eyes of mortals the charms of Paradise, and obliges 
us to admire the wonders of the Most High. After the 
example of our glorious ancestors, who used always to 
announce these solemnities throughout the whole em- 
pire, to invite all the nobles, and generally all the of- 
ficers in places of trust and dignity, we send you the 
present supreme order, to give you the same notice, 
and to invite you to participate the honour and joy of 
this festival, which will be celebrated in the most ex- 
hilarating manner. May the Supreme Being deign to 
bless its commencement and its end, &c. 

Such are the testimonies of travellers, who 
iiave visited the countries where Adult Circumci- 
sion continues to be practised; and have ob- 
tained their information on the spot. The rea- 
sons assigned fully justify what has been said ; 
and the reference of the rite to Abraham, tbe Fa- 
ther of the Faithful, is beyond denial or im- 
peachment What follows, are sentiments founded 
on religious- treatises of the Mahometan doctors; 
taken from various authors, whose works are in 
esteem among the Arabs. 

I. The first reason is par eminence so powerful 
and effectual, that others are almost unnecessary: 
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— it is the Divine Command: m C¥r«wiiewt 
hhmael thy son." No*r, it is heresy, and heresy 
dfthe worst kind, to suppose, that if Ad«4t Cir- 
cumcision were not acceptable to the Deity, 
4;he Deity would have thus enjoined it in express 
and unambiguous terms, on a youth of IshmaeT* 
years. 

•2. Secondly, the uninterrupted practice. 
and tradition of his descendants, from that 
day to this. What other religious rite oan shew 
an unimpeachable tradition of four thousand 
years ? and this, in conformity to an injunction 
so solemnly delivered, as part, or countersign, of 
the most astonishing Covenant eveft made be- 
tween God and man ? 

3. The dictates of Common Sense and Un- 
derstanding. What is a religious rite, unless the 
party submitting to it have a knowledge of what 
he is engaged in ? Unless his heart, and con- 
science, aiid intellect be active, to what purpose 
is he present? — to what effect is he concerned? 
— to what does the ceremony tend, if the prin- 
cipal party be not in a state to ratify it by his 
sanction, and to declare his acquiescence? By 
what do you know whether he assents or dis- 
sents ; whether it be a religious rite, or a farce, 
that is performing ? Are you sure he will ap- 
prove of this action when he is in a capacity to 
express his sentiments? Common sense revolts 
at the thought of impressing an indelible cha- 
racter on any, who cannot be justly considered 
as exercising his own will, and speaking his own 
sentiments : who cannot say Yea / and who, if 
his heart would sayJVay, is unable to express it. 

There is something extremely barbarous in the 
practice of causing children, unable to resist the' 
cruelty, to pass through the fire to Moloch ; 
what less barbarous is there, in inflicting pains 
and danger, — the pains and danger of circumci- 
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sion,— on -mi infant, not in a state to resist th* 
operation ? Have you no pity on his cries ahd 
lamentations ? Do you think these expressions 
of his agonies are acceptable to God ? What a 
savage God your's is, to delight in the screams and 
teais of piteous infants! They might melt a heart 
of stone; but they do not melt the heart of your 
God, or excite the sympathy of his votaries. 

May I take the liberty of asking you, Sir, witfe 
what reply you could meet the observations of 
some learned Doctor of Islam, who should sup- 
port the practice of his country by observation* 
like the following ? 

" You will readily acknowledge tfeat what- 
ever is enjoined by Deity is consistent with In- 
finite Wisdom, and, indeed, is a portion of Infinite 
Wisdom, directed specifically to us of mankind 
for some valuable purpose : how then could it 
epter the imagination of mortals that a religiou# 
rite could possibly be directed by God, to pass on 
a creature, who, as yet, has no capacity— having 
neither sense, nor understanding, to receive it? — 
on a creature, who, hereafter may vilify the rite* 
him who ordered it, with those who performed 
it? Is it a mark of the profession of his faith ?— - 
he has no faith to profess. Does it bind him to 
holiness of heart and life ?— he may prove to be 
an absolute mass of sinful pollution. Does it 
imply the exercise of any one virtue?—- he may 
be, by constitution, notorious for the opposite 
vice. To sobriety ? — he may be a drunkanl. To 
honesty ? — he may be a thief. He may be a 
murderer, a profligate of the very worst descrip- 
tion, notwithstanding the most perfect perform- 
ance of this consecrating ceremony. Now, this 
could not possibly be the case with our venerated 
father, Ishmael : he was at a time of life when 
he could assent, and assent by his understanding; 
and profess according to his judgment The 
same we say of our present youth: they know ; 
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they we previously instructed ; and they approve j - 
—they stipulate, and engage, from conviction—* 
from the heart For you will remember, Sir, 
that our religion is a spiritual religion. It is 
seated in the soul. It occupies the whole man. 
It is celestial. 

"We do not allow our sons the title of" elect" 
" saved" till they undergo the initiatory rite : 
but, how can any one be saved without faith ? 
and how can he believe without understanding ? 
and how can an infant understand ? — And, be- 
sides : there is no warrant for the circumcision of 
infants : — I say, there is no warrant for it, in the 
Divine Word. — As to what has been pretended 
for it, it is false ; fabricated ; or, at least, it is 
corrupt, or misunderstood, or misreported. They 
say there is a kind of obscure — round-about 
tradition: — but, who can put any confidence 
in the lying rascals who maintain it ? No, Sir, 
do not be gutted by their pestilent tradition: 
WE are the preservers of the law ; both in the let- 
ter and the spirit of it- We have all the 

world too on our side; millions after millions, in 
all parts, are of our opinion: and so powerful 
is the conviction of truth, or the dictates of unso- 
phisticated reason, that even the Caffres, who Albert^ c** 
have no books to mislead them, nor any priest campbeir* 
to corrupt them, perform this ceremony when iw. Africa, 
their youth approach to manhood : they describe 
a young Caffre, recently circumcised, under the 
phrase of— he is made a man ! and he receives 
an exhortation accordingly. 

" Let me now beg your attention to the senti- 
ments and explanations of some of our learned 
divines. For instance, says one of them, " He J^j* Motr»y* 
who professes this true faith and love, must be- of p^er.VoL 
lieve that this holy Prophet Muhammat, of bless- n. P . 35s. 
ed memory, is the first created of all God's crea- 
tures, the dearest and most beloved .... for whose 
sake we were redeemed from the captivity of 
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Satan, from remaining in hcM, and are p f efcjr c d 
to glory." — Now, how can a mewling infant, a 
child incapable of instruction believe this? or how 
can he practice the duties incumbent on those 
who do believe it?— What does he know of Ma- 
homet, of faith, of hell, of heaven, of glory, of 
eternal life? — he, who but a few days ago entered 
on this perishing life; and, as yet, knows not his 
right hand from his left. Sir, it is preposterous 
to enroll him among the votaries of a religious 
p/ofession, who has not, who cannot have, the 
slightest idea of the expectancies attached to it. 

jyOhmou,?. And then, again, of its duties: -* c For 

***• instance, Prayer — " Prayer requites from man 
an entire renunciation of worldly objects :" now 
how can a child perform this? he knows not 
even the slightest distinctions of worldly objects! 
He is even unconscious of the presence of the 
lb. p. 3*7. deity. " The prayer Natnaz must never have any 
other object than that of rendering to the Su- 
preme 6eing the homage which is his due, by 
requesting of him spiritual blessings, those pre- 
cious and inestimable blessings which constitute 
eternal felicity." Now, a child has no notion of 
eternal felicity, of inestimable blessings which con- 
stitute it, or of the Supreme Being, who bestows 
them ; how, then, can he be a fit and proper subjfect 
of a religious rite? Moreover, how can you he- 
sitate a moment, respecting a rite which, pro- 
perly performed, and on those who are 'at years 
of discretion, has had the uninterrupted sanction 
of all true believers, in all ages? — of which no 
man in his senses ever entertained a doubt? A 
rite, which rests on Divine authority: clear, 
explicit, unequivocal, undeniable! — To doubt it 
is blasphemy : to deny it is a damnable sin : to 
forbid it — O horror ! horror ! 

Whereas on the contrary, 

" What a senseless rite is Infant Circumcision! 
how repugnant to the understanding ! how de- 
grading to the conscience! how contrary to 
sound doctrine! how vicious in its principle! 
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how contemptible (exeuse rpe, eir) how contempt 
tible in its fferformanfce! NeVer, scfrely, vfrere the 
human faculties so debased, as in attending on 
this rite! this non-entity at best; but, assuredly, 
this detrimental practice^ if, iftAttad of growing 
up in virtue, the youth are taught to look back 
on it, as a mark of their interest in celestial things' 
— in heatverity Ho^etf— e* pefcfatkms—^oymehts 4 1 
— and all this, as derived from Father Abraham ! 
— No, no: He was not that fool !— From Divine 
authority? — incredible! utterly incredible! In 
short, sir, Infant Circumcision is, beyond a doubt, 
of all ridiculous things, the most ridi6ufous ! — of 
all corrupt superstitions, tire most corrupt! — of all 
impossibilities, so far as the wisdom an<l good- 
ness of God is concerned — it is, I say, of all. im- 
possible things, the most impossible! ! — Take 
my word, for it, — it is the doctrine of deviltf: it 
is the offspring of hell! — I say-— of hell!!! 

And yet, taost reverend Doctor, indulge me so 
far, as to allow me to observe, under your favour, 
that — the Jews 

" The Jews ! — el Jehudi A*— that asinine race 
which wandered forty years in the wilderness, 
under the guidance of Moses, and have beeft 
wandering ever since, without a guide!-— the 

Je-hews!!! 

What, sic ! tlie finger on the noie— -the coun- 
tenance 3uflused with blood— the whole physiog- 
nomy a sneer! I am sure, it is high time tor me 
to drop the pen, and profess myself, 

Tour's kc. 
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A FIFTH LETTER 

€0 a Beaton 

OF A BAPTIST CHURCH, Sfc Sfc. 

Dear Sir, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the vehemence 
with which our Mahomedan friend thought 
proper to enforce his dogmata — a vehemence 
perfectly congenial to the manners and maxims 
of Turtey, neither are you, nor am I, bound to 
obey his mandates without, or against, our own 
conviction. We rejoice that our privilege as 
Britonfboth warrants and enables us, to examine 
facts and evidences for ourselves, and to 
draw those conclusions from them, which, ac- 
cording to the4>est of our judgment they autho- 
rize, or demand. It is of no use threatening us 
with the vengeance of Heaven, or, with truly 
Mussulman charity, thrusting us down to Hell, 
among the innumerable Djaurs (Infidels) who 
are consigned thither in undistinguished masses. 
No: but, nevertheless, as we have heard his 
reasons, and will judge on his plea, as well in its 
parts, as in its whole ; so we will hear that of 
bis opponents, if he have any, and afterwards will 
decide impartially. 

That Adult Circumcision has on it side, a 
clear command, emanating from the Deity, can- 
not be denied ; and if the posterity of Isaac plead 
the example of their parent, why may not the, 
posterity of Ishmael, equally descendants of Abra- 
ham, avail themselves of the same plea? In 
fact, it must be granted to them. 
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A* to Common Sense, it is plainly in favour of 
the sons of Abraham by the elder branch ; and 
whatever may be said in opposition to their ar- 
guments, by others, I shall not impugn them 
here. 

For, the stronger the case that is made out for 
the Ishmaelites, the stronger must be the com- 
mand that enjoins a different principle and prac- 
tice. Nothing short of paramount Divine autho- 
rity ought to satisfy those who contravene this in- 
stitution, in this mode of it. The case is not the 
same as if na different mode, no rival, so to 
speak, existed. If only one mode wfere known, 
there could be no choice; neither could there be 
any danger of error : the principle would predo* 
minate, and would continue to predominate, if 
the way in which it could act, was one, and no 
other. And, so far, we must agree with the 
most reverend Mufti, as to admit, that any 
who should intend to graft a new principle on 
a system which had the establishment of so long 
a course of ages to plead in its favour, and was 
thoroughly fixed among many nations, through- 
out a tract of country so considerable, — such an 
innovator, must either suffer the initiatory rite 
of his profession to conform to the custom he 
found in use, or, he would be bound to give most 
perspicuous directions, if he contemplated, er 
desired, alteration. 

If it were his pleasure, that the initiatory rite 
he preferred should be delayed till the minds of 
youth were mature, he would say nothing on that 
particular, knowing that such would continue to 
be the practice ; but, if he desired to change the 
practice, if it were his pleasure that the initiatory 
rite should be performed in an earlier stage of 
life, he would certainly issue direct and uiiequivo* 
cai commands for that purpose* To justify the 
change, not only must the authority of the law-* 
giver be recognized, but the taw itself mmt b* 

C a 
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deaf, and express; and this, the rather, as, if no 
oheck were put to the current ^custom, it would 
infallibly remain in full force If another mode* 
that of foreigners were appointed, acquiescence 
might be depended on — but the command must, 
of necessity, be precise, enacting, and indu- 
bitable. I have no need to prove to you, Sir, 
that the practice of the Jews was, to circumcise 
their children in early infancy; and, I think, you 
will agree with me, that what would have bsen 
the fixed duty of a legislator, who derived his 
descent from Arab parentage, had he wished to 
change, or to modify an Arab custom, was not 
less his duty because be derived his descent from 
Jewish parents, had he wished to change, or to 
modify, a Jewish custom. 

It was, the established practice of the Jews to 
confer the initiatory rite of their religion oa their 
children, ia early infancy :— Jesus Christ co»- 
monded no alteration in the principle; he left it, as 
he. found ifr: The natural consequence is, the. 
continuation of the principle. If this be not ac- 
cording to, his intention, why did he not impugn 
it ? Why did he leave a principle m fuU opera- 
tion, which he meant to change P—Bat, saw some, 
the rite is not the same : granted ; yet, if the prii* 
triple be the same, not corrected, not impaired, 
' net abrogated; who is to blame, if it be transferred 
to a succeeding rite?— This brings us to the en- 
quiry, Is this principle really transferred to a 
, succeeding rite? and this will not escape our 
attention while we examine a few particular 
connected with the original rite, as understood 
by the descendants of Isaac, of Jacob, of Moses 
and of David. 

{ML Hi. 9 4 " Circumcised the eighth^ day," is placed by the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, as the finst of his privi- 
leges, enjoyed as a Hebrew; but, supposing that he # 
as thousands of other just born infants, had beep 
sickly or weakly, did the? law allow na dispense 



Digitized by 



Google 



( «1 ) 

tion from circumcision on the eighth day ? Surely 
it did: for in every Jewish book describing this 
service* that I have seen, there is an observation 
to this effect: " Note; If the child be sickly, he *>•▼** Un. 
is not circumcised till he is quite well."— But, Ccrem - Jew, « 
even this liberty had its bounds ; and these 
bounds terminated, if I am not mistaken, at the 
proper time for registering this infant, among the 
descents of his house, or family. What that time 
was, will admit of no hesitation, after having cori^ 
sidered a few passages of the Old Testament. 
The first I shall recommend, is to this effect : — 



"Hezekiah appointed Kore, son of Imnah, the achr0B ^ 
Levite, over the free-will offerings of God, to 14, $£ 
distribute the oblations of the Lord, and the 
most holy things. And next to him were Eden, 
and Miaimin, and Jesbua,and Shemaiah, Ama- 
riah, and Shechaniah, in the cities of the priests, 
in their set-Office, to give to their brethren, by 
courses, as well to the great as to the small: 
Beside their genealogy of males, from three 
years old and upwards, even unto ev£ry one 

THAT ENTERETH INTO THE HOUSE OF THE 

Lord, his dstily portion, for their service in their 
charges, according to their courses : Both to the 

; genealogy of the priests, by the house of their 
athers, and to the Levites irom twenty years old. 
and upwards, in their charges, by their courses ; 
and to the genealogy of all their little on es, 
their wives, and their sons, and their daughters, 
through all the congregation: for in their set- 
Office they sanctified themselves to holiness. 
Also, the sons of Aaron the priest, which were in 
the fields of the suburbs of their cities, in eveiy 
several city, the men that were expressed by 
name, to give portions .to all the males^among 
the priests, and to all that were reckoned by ge* 
neahgies among the Levites.' 9 

According to this rendering of the passage, the 
genealogy of the males was authenticated at 
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three years of age ; and they then entered into the 
house of the Lord : surely, not in an uncircum- 
cised state; but, prepared by the initiatory rite 
of their law.* It will follow, 1. that the threat of 
a child's being cut off for want of circumcision, 
was executed, by omitting to inscribe him in the 
genealogy of his family. He was not slain; — 
that had been murder: — he was not doomed to 
hell ; as some frenzieu fanatics have fancied : 
but, not being recorded among his tribe, he 
could claim no civil existence in their line. It 
will follow 2/ that if he were found circumcised, 
when he was to be enrolled, the want of circum- 
cision on the eighth day, precisely, did not atftct 
his registry. 

One surprising thing in this passage is, that 
children at three years old entered into the house 
of the Lord: — but, it is absolutely astonishing, 
that the children of the priests, wnose were the 
most holy things, and the oblations to the Lord, 
had a right to eat of those most holy things, at this 
early time of life! How could they eat them 
with proper reverence ? How could they acknow- 
ledge God, in partaking of them? How could 
they perform any one act, or cherish any one 
sentiment, con^cted with them? — The thing is 
incredible : yet so we find the law in the text. 

Moreover, the text is studiously precise : These 
Officers were to distribute to the small, as well 
as to the great: according- to the genealogy of all 
their little ones: — and these little ones are 
distinguished from sons, and from daughters : — 
and this* principle extended through all the con- 
gregation. Neither is this a forced sense on the 
passage : Dr. Geddes renders — " given to such of 
their male children (from three years, wp- 
ward) as came into the house of the Lord" — It 

Compare the strictness of the law, with regard to eating id the 
Temple &c. Lcr. vii. 19, «0. xxii. 1.0, &c. 
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is clear, then, that at this early time of life, chil- 
dren entered the Holy Temple, were participators 
in the rites there performed, and were borne on 
the sacred registers. 

Now, this passage gives light on another, 
which though often appealed to, has seldom been 
accurately investigated. Moses says, " Ye stand D«t.itl«.ii. 
all of you this day before the Lord your God 
your little ones" — *. e. children of three 
years old, according to the passage in the Chro* 
nicies, — " to enter into covenant with the 
Lord thy God, and into his oath." — Strange! 
very strange, this! Children of three years old, 
enter into God's covenant/ Why, they could 
not so much as tell what a covenant was : much 
less could they assent to its conditions ; and much 
less still, if they promised to observe those condi- 
tions, could any dependance be placed on their 
conduct, in future life. I grant this also is incre- 
dible: yet, so stands the text. 

Nor are these the only places where little 
ones are public characters : for Joshua confirm- 
ing, or rather, renewing, this covenant of the 
Lord, on Mount Gerizim, " read all the words of j^ via 3 4 
the law, the blessings and the cursings, according ' ' 

to all that is written in the book of the law — - to 
the little ones;" — to children of three years 
old ! Why- read to them, who could not under- 
stand a word ? — or, if read to them, why record 
the reading, and so particularly identify them ? 
Be this as it might, it is clear from the passages 
adduced, that children of three years old were 
members of the Hebrew community, civil and 
religious, in the most sacred rites, in the most 
solemn transactions, equally as their fathers were. 
They were, no doubt, subject to the same pre- 
paratory purifications, and were treated on the 
same ritual principles as their fathers. May we 
ask What reasons may be alleged for this ? 
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The fir^t remark in answer, is, tyat $r*« if aorar 
<$to, was the weqning time. Josephus tells us, 
tjbat the I$raelitish women suckled their chil- 
dren tjhree years; and the mother in the Mac- 
cabees adjures her son — " have pity on me, who 
*«?! r " gftve $bee suck three years, and nourished thee." 
>Thile children were at the breast, then, they 
were not considered as subjects of regular reli- 
gious admission to the temple service. It shpu)d 
seeip that Hannah attended to this, in the case pf 
Sarnuel ; she gave her son 6uck, til{ she weane4 
him — and while he was yet young — a mere child* 
D'Arvieux ^ a S» 8 ^ ie brought him — and thenceforth he at- 
vol. in. p.' tended at the Divine Altar. The Arab. wprriQn 
296. give their children suck, three yeqrs* 

While children sucked, they were infants, of 
babes; but after they were weaned, they were 
described by another name — little ones, or Uttk 
children. The first stage of life is passed. Have 
we any thing resembling this in the Gospel ? 

I think we have: because, 1. we are told by 
Eustathius and Phavorinus that ^n infant, or 
babe, is, *' a new-born child, nourished by the 
Bftipor. teat, from his birth, until he b$ four ysa$s 
old." The Greeks, then, extended infoncy f;q 
foyir years of age: the Jews only to, three years of 
age. Customs of countries differ. T$qw, who Mrtfi 
deny this authority ? Is it not competent? A$4 
if it be, on what pretence have soine shamelessly 
affirmed that infancy in the Gospel times, extend- 
ed to the age of twenty, ox twenty-one ? That a 
writer already frequently named should play this 
trick, and insist* that infant imported in Gjfeek^ 
as it imports in the language of our English Co^rt 
of Chancery, a person under niature age, excite^ 
no wonder; but, that a gentleman of unquestion- 
able abilities, and general infoiroation, accustomed 
to mathematical induction, and demonstration, 
should appeal to the English language, and ta 
terms of English judicature, in order to explain a 
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t}reek term, is more than wonderful: that he 
should say, " brephos, brephyllion, — are used in- 
discriminately for minors, whether they be 
twenty days or twenty years old," is beyond 
belief; and can only be explained by a re- 
ference to the influence of party feelings, and 
preconceived hypothesis. No: we cannot resist 
the testimony of Eustathius and Phavorinus: and 
an infant is such, only to the age of four 
years, at the utmost. 

This is further evident, if we consider the 
terms used to denote the " little ones," whom 
our condescending Saviour blessed. " The ^^ 
Evangelist Mathew calls them " little children ;" ** !?* • 
Luke calls them " infants," that is to say, they ^ ftS* 
were aboyt that time of life, when infancy ends, * "Ft* 
and childhood is beginning ; — about three years 
of age, more or less ; there were several, but 
not all of equal age. However, they were so 
young that they were " brought" although they 
are said to "come" : and the benignant Redeemer 
for their security, took them up into " his 
bended arms." An action, in the Saviour of the Mtrk *' w * 
World, at once graceful and gracious. 

What has this to do with Baptism f Much. 
For if, as I have already observed, the Greek 
language extends infancy to four years old, and 
the Greek church extends baptismal infancy to 
four years, while the Jewish custom extended it 
only to three^years, — we see the reason at once 
why Gregory Nazianzen, adopted three years as 
the term beyond which, he would not have bap- 
tism delayed. Robinson indeed, calls this opi r 
nion of Gregory's " a new affair:" yes, as new 
?£ the days of Hezekiah, King of Judah ; as new 
a& the days of Moses and Aaron ; and, probably, 
as new as the sacrifical rites of the Patriarchs, 
Jacob and Abraham, if not Noah, himsslC 
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' We are now, led by the order of events, to 

^ transfer our attention from infancy to childhood. 

It is certain, that children were included in God's 
covenant made by the instrumentality of tyoses. 
What is the next period of life, that we find 
marked in Scripture ? 

The next period of life ends about the conclu- 
sion of the sixth year, or the beginning of the 
seventh. In what we have seen, the little ones 
were rather passive than active, in making a 
covenant : but, in the case of King Joash," won- 
derfully preserved, and at length produced to the 
*Ki ' 17 P eo P* e » we reac * " Joash was seven years old — 
* ch*!"' •* anc * J e h°id a ma( le a covenant between the Lord 
ron.xxm. a ^j t ^ e King, and the people,— between the King 
also, and the people." A child, at this time of 
life, therefore, was competent to acts of the most 
important nature ; and though, in fact, under 
guardianship, yet his assent was authoritative 
and binding : and, no doubt, Jehoida delayed 
the installation of Joash to this time of life, 
purposely, for this reason. I am not aware, 
that any thing in the New Testament is pre- 
cisely a counterpart to this ; but we shall see its 
application presently. 

It is natural to enquire, at what time the state 
of childhood ended f and this, I apprehend, must 
be placed at twelve years of age, or thereabouts. 
At this time of life we find our Lord paying his 
Loke iJ. 42. first visit to the Temple ; I suppose, on this ac- 
count. About this time of life (or thirteen, at fur- 
thest) those Jews who can read, are called to 
attend to the reading in the Synagogue. In 
short. Dr. Gregory is perfectly right, when he 
describes the child raised to life, by our Lord, 
4iark r, 42. " w ho was of the age of twelve years" as called 
Lake vHi. 42. a " little daughter," verse 33;— the " little child," 
verse 39-40 ;— for, up to this age, the state of 
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childhood continued ; and about this age— 
(twelve, or thirteen) — it ceased ; to give place to 
another appellation. 

The question of Infant Baptism, does not 
lead us further, in this direction ; for, I believe, 
no Baptist scruples to baptize youth which have 
arrived at this age- It is, therefore, proper mere- 
ly to note, that at twelve, or thirteen, began the 
character of " young men," or " young women" 
which ended about twenty years of age ; to give 
place to that of u «ie«", or "women;" of "/a- 
thers" or " mothers" 

I suppose, that the same progress obtains Fre , § j^^ 
among the Jews, at this day ; for Mr. Frey tells tWc of hta 
us in his Narrative, " Before I was three years old fcifo. 
I began the Hebrew alphabet, — and when but 
six years of age I could perfectly read any chap- 
ter of the five books of Moses. It is true, I un- 
derstood very little," &c. When a Jewish boy 
has arrived at the ag$ of thirteen years and a day, 
he is considered a man, fit to be one of the ten 
necessary to constitute a full number for public 
worship, &c. ... At the age of twenty one I re- 
ceived a second honorary degree to be a leader 
of the synagogue, to read the public prayers, 
and the law of Moses." — Have we any such di- 
vision of life, in the Gospel ? 

I think we have. It is true, that one Apostle 
speaks of " travailing again in birth" of Children ; Gal. I?, t. 
and this, no doubt, must be taken metaphori- 
cally. That the Apostle John also uses the term 
" little children" metaphorically, is truth : — I 
•ay, it i$ truth : — but, it is not the whole truth : 
for, he also uses the term in its proper and li- 
teral import His words are these: " I write 
unto you little children, because your sins Uoluiii.it. 
are forgiven you for his ijame's sake.— -I write 
unto you, young men, ... I write unto you, 

FATHERS." 
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Nobody has ever supposed, that the terms 
fathers, and young men, are to be taken meta- 
phorically; and it is evident, that the term 
little children, is exactly of the same nature as 
jr fcn xxi. 15. they are : it follows, that this term also expresses 
f ee L my liUU d^ren young in years. And why not ? were 
**ap9i*. not ^e 80U 1 S °f children at twelve years old as 
* * precious as those at thirteen f — those of ten, as 
those of twelve? those of eight, or six, &c. as 
those of ten ? And since the Jewish period of 
life, at which infants became " little children" 
commenced at three years of age, what reason 
can be given why, John, himself a Jew, should 
not comply with the custom of his country, 
and direct his address to children of the same 
age, as Moses, and Joshua, and Hezekiah, had 
included in the most solemn religious rites? in the 
personal act of covenanting with God ? I say, no 
reason can be assigned why the Gospel should 
exclude children — little children — which the law 
had included, favoured, and patronized. 

And here we perceive the genuine application 
of Dr. Ry land's invaluable rule — " Every word 
should be taken in the primary, obvious, and ordi- 
nary meaning, unless there be something in the 
connection or in the nature of things which require 
it to be taken otherwise" But, there is nothing 
in the connexion; neither is there any thing 
in the nature of things, that requires this word 
little children to be taken in any other than its 
obvious and literal meaning ; unless we would 
annul the proceedings of Hezekiah, Joshua and 
Moses ; which must not be attempted. 

And now, what is the doctrine addressed to 
these children ? — Is it a deep question of divinity ? 
—Are the powers of a Newton necessary to com- 
prehend it? So far otherwise, it is the simplest 
proposition possible ;~ -your sins are forgiven you, 
for his name's sake" Any child may comprenend 
Jhi9. In our own country, happily for the Chris- 
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tian church, ten thousand children of three yean 
old are daily taught this very doctrine : yes, and 
they understand it too, as much as is necessary* 
for their tender years, though they cannot ex- 
plain it, or expatiate on it, so learnedly as we 
have a right to expect from aD.D. 

And farther/this Epistle is GENERAL: it does 
not describe the state of" little children*' con- 
nected with a single church only ; though it may 
remind us of those many, which were, in a sense, 
members of the church at Corinth, yet not full Letter it to a 
members; — whereas, the Apostle John speaks of Deacon, p .41. 
these without reserve ; and to wherever his Epistle 
might be presented. We cannot possibly con- 
fine this within the limits of the seven Asiatic 
churches: the influence of his writings, must 
have penetrated much farther: indeed, far and 
wide in Asia. Now, as he employs neither hesi- 
tation nor exception, it will follow, that the cus- 
tom oi admitting infants into the church, by 
baptism, was general : and this contributes to ac- 
count for our finding it, as we shall see hereafter, 
in all parts of the Christian world, of which we 
have any hints, or histories. A practice so ge- 
neral dia not rest on vague report ; but, on well 
authenticated Apostolic warrant.- 

For, these children, addressed by the Apo6tle, 
were either within the Christian cnurch, or they 
were without it. If they were without it, how 
comes the Apostle to address them ? A brother 
Apostle says, " What have I to do with those 
who are without ?"-~ and, no doubt, John was 
actuated by the same spirit. But, if thesfe chil- 
dren— f little children"— were within the church, 
how became they so ? and, when became they so ? 
They must have undergone the initiatory rite : 
like the families of Lydia, Stephanus, &c, they 
had been admitted by baptism ; for no othex 
means of admission existed. 
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Mark i. 4. j agfe again, seeing " their sins were forgiven/* 
Luke Hi. 3. when were they forgiven ? " I acknowledge one 

Acts ii. 98. Baptism for the remission of sins," says the antient 
Church; and the antient Church was right: these 
children were admitted into the church by bap- 
tism ; by baptism administered for the remission 
of sins. Here again we meet with authority in 
support of the opinion, the " new affair," of 
Gregory Nazianzen. These little children of St. 
Jojm were 1. past three years of age ; 2. they had 
been already consecrated to God. 

But, this is not the only authority that bears on 
this subject: and I take a pleasure in referring 
to the words of Irenaeus, because he maybe con- 
sidered as a kind of grandson of the Apostle John: 
for, Poly carp was intimate with John ; and 
Irenaeus was the disciple of Polycarp. He was, 
Letter II. io a also, a man of an inquisitive mind; and we have. 
Deacon, p. 17. formerly seen how diligently he treasured up the 
discourses of his master, and what he repeated 
from the Apostles. These he echoes ; and his 
echo is not only in perfect concord with the lan- 
guage of John, but it is a convincing commentary 
on it " He, [Christ, of course] sanctifying every 
several age" — now, when a writer speaks thus — 
every several age, we may expect to find him very 
v A. D. 167. precise and full in his enumeration : he will leave 
lifc d a t 1*9 out none " — ^ e " sanctifying every several age by 
the likeness it has to him.*. . .for he came to save 
all by himself. — All. who by him are re-born 
unto God; 1. infants, and 2. little ones, 

* Magister ergo existent Ma gist ri quoq ; habebat aetatem. Non re- 

Srobans nee supergrediens hominem, neq ; solvans suam legem in se 
umani generis : sed omnem aetatem sanctificans per illam qnae ad ipsum 
erat similitudinem. Omnes enim venit per semet ipsum salvare : omnes, 
inquam, qui per eum renascuntur in Deum; infantes, & parrulos, & 
pueros, & juvenes, fc seniores. Ideo per omnem venit aetatem : & in- 
fantibus infans factus, sanctificans infantes: in parvuljs parvulus, sancti- 
ficans hanc ipsam habentes aetatem ; simul &exemplum illis pietatiseffec- 
tus, & justitiae & subjectionis : in juvenibusjuvenis, &c. 
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and 3. children, and 4. youths, and 5. Per- 
sons of Mature Age. Therefore, he passed 
through these several ages; — for infants, he. 
was made an infant-; sanctifying infants:— 
for little ones, he was a little one, sancti- 
fying thereby, those of thit age ; and also being 
to them an example of goodness, holiness, and 
dutifulness ; — to youths, he became a youth," 
&c. " Re-born to God " — regenerated — how this 
could be, in the case of infants, except r itually 
by baptism, — " re-born of water" — may puzzle Johu »'•• *• 
the most knowing. — See the extract from Justin 
Martyr, on page 63 of the Introduction. 

Observe the variation in this pious Father's 
language : he does not say, Jesus was an example 
to infants ; because, infants are incapable of fol- 
lowing an example : [so the Apostle John does 
not address infants] but, he was an example to 
little ones, because children from three years old, 
to six, are capable of being influenced by exam- 
ple. This demonstrates, that infants in the sense 
of " men newly converted," cannot be intended 
here : for Christ is as much an example to them, 
as to any; and they are bound to follow his 
example, as much as any. I know that Dr. 
Gill, by a happy equivocation, insinuates to his 
reader that Irenaeus contemplated — MEN in all 
conditions of life" ; are, then, youths, children, 
little ones, infants, men ? — while Dr. Stennett 
affirms, that no confidence is due to a writer who 
reports that Christ went through the stage of 
old age, — which we know to be contrary to 
truth. But, we know too, that Irenaeus's words 
will not bear this 'sense, even if tortured by main 
force : no : his seniors are the fathers of the 
Apostle John. When such very good men are 
driven to such sheer prevarications, who can 
refrain from pity and blame ? Let us compare 
these ancient testimonies. 
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F#tfr#</>«r% IRENMUS JOHti^ipoHk. 

Birth to or 4 years Infants . . • • ........ 

3 or 4 years to 6, or 7 Lilt le one* LFtTLE > 
6 or 7, to 12 or 13 Children . . CHILDREN \ 
12 or tS, to IS or 20 tovtu ..... Young Men 

18 or 20, tfr eider life SeWiohJ* .../. Fathers: 

Is it possible to produce a closer copinaentaryv 
a commentary more accurately in unison with 
the sentiments, the language, and the feelings of 
the inspired Apostle, the affectionate disciple of 
the most bentevolent of masters ? " Suffer little 
children to come unto me," says our Lord :— " lit- 
tle children your sins are forgiven you for his 
name's sake," says the beloved disciple :— " In- 
fants, — little ones?— children, are re-bom urito 
God, by him, sanctified by him," says the " Faith- 
ful Man," recording his testimony for the benefit 
of " Others also-" No : the Law shall never 
triumph over the Gospel in its tenderness for 
infants. Does it describe little ones entering into 
covenant with God ? So does the Gospel. Does 
it allow tittle children to enter the sacred pre- 
cincts, and partake of the most holy rites? So 
does the Gospel. Does it register them, at their 
early age, as members of the holy community, $s 
" among the living in Jerusalem" ? So does the 
Gospel. Does it sanctify them to the Lord, as 
Samuel was sanctified ? So does the Gospel : — 
for, " HE came to save ALL by himself; — Infante 
— Little Ones— Children — Youths — and Seniors:" 
— <so says the reverend Disciple ; — so says- the 
Apostolic Master ; — and so says the DIVINE 
LORD :— WHO DARE GAINSAY IT ? 

" Youths— Children— little ones— Infants"— 
why, this is a whole oikos ; afamUy.l To be 
sure, it is :~~Oikos includes both sexes, and all 
ages ; this is the reason why St Luke employs 
that term. Had he said " infant" some would 
have discovered wisely, yes, wisely / that he did , 
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not mean little children: had he said "youths," 
they would be sure, and doubly sure, that he could 
not possibly mean children or little ones : had he 
used a masculine term — females would have been 
excluded, on the principle of their exclusion from 
fcircumcision ; and so, of any other term that he 
could have adopted: whereas, by using the term 
oikos, or family, he includes ALL ; none are 
omitted: — " we baptized the whole family of 
the Jailor,'* says the inspired Evangelist. 

I might here rest the argument, did not recent 
events compel an additional observation. I sup- 
pose no Baptist denies the similarity between the 
Jewish Passover and thp Lord's Supper. Dr. 
Stennett, and other Baptist writers, which I am 
acquainted with, insist on the resemblance. 
Why, then, will they not follow out the com- 
parison ? " Christ our Passover is sacri6ced for 
us," says the Apostle : what did the law require rCo ^ r 7 
of worthy partakers of the Passover? — " And 
when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and wifl 
keep the passover to the Lord, let ALL his-^, .. -. 
males be circumcised, and then let HIM 
come near and keep it." What ! was not his 
own personal circumcision sufficient passport to 
the % Passover Table ? No : says Moses, in- 
flexibly, let all his males be circum- 
cised. " But, perhaps" Perhaps me no 

perhaps's, says Moses, after " every male " is 
circumcised — then — let him come near and 
keep the sacred institution." So ! so ! not only * 
must the father of the family be circumcised, but 
his whole oikos : — Not so 1 , neither : — the whole 
oikos was baptized, because " in Christ Jesus 
there is neither male nor female ;" no distinction 
in behalf of either sex: yet none can deny that 
if ALL the sons of a family must be circumcised, 
under the law, that something of a similar duty 
obtained under the Gospel. Now think of 
Lydia, of the Jailor, of Stephanas* &c. were not 
their families baptized on good and valid reasons, 
D 
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on causes completely satisfactory ? And was not 
the baptism of the numerous family of Cornelius, 
by the Holy Ghost, at once a warrant and an ex- 
ample? 

Mr. Hall finds a difficulty in placing Baptism 
before the Lord's Supper; while all his adversa- 
ries enlarge on that, as the only correct order of 
the rites : were it but admitted that as the Lord's 
Supper was given to Gentile converts, instead of 
giving them the Passover, so Baptism was given,to 
them instead of giving them Circumcision, con- 
troversy would cease at once : the baptism of 
families would be assigned to its proper place ; 
and this law of the ancient ritual would be ful* 
filled in the new dispensation. Nor can we deny 
that reasons might be adduced for the injunction 
given by Moses: It might be the will of God for 
the trial of obedience; it might be appointed 
as^ the test of established faith ; it might be 
-enacted to prevent discord in families : in short, 
if obedience must be so — and no more — and no 
less —and no otherwise, — then, that precept might 
rest on a conviction of its being a touchstone of 
character, of the hearty good-will with which 
a convert shewed himself animated, by fulfilling 
the law to its very uttermost punctilio. 

Hitherto I have sought only Facts and Evi* 
dences : I have carefully avoided whatever may 
be properly called Divinity : I have no desire to 
alarm weak minds : I have no design of wound* 
ing tender consciences, or of rendering any pious 
Christian uneasy ; but, the present topic insists 
on furnishing a word of exhortation. Reader, 
let me intreat you to lay your hand on your 
heart, while I most affectionately ask — Whether 
you believe that Christ our Passover was sacrificed 
for us ? — Whether you are willing to manifest 
your regard to this great Passover, to the same 
extent as was expected and commanded of old?— 
if not, whether you have any reason to think that 
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you can be an acceptable guest at the Christian 
Passover Table, while you have at home any be- 
longing to you, any over whom your care ex- 
tends, any whose welftre you ire bound to seek 
— upon whom the initiatory rite of your religious 
profession has not passed ? You see clearly that 
this obligation was of Divine appointment : you 
see that the Gospel exceeds the law in its atten- 
tion to children : you see that Christ has sanc- 
tified the state of Infancy : why do you with- 
hold the sign of sanctification from those in 
that state? How dare you partake of the Chris- 
tian Passover, while your children are in this un- 
consecrated condition !— Think what a contrast 
there is, to your disadvantage,* between your con- 
duct and that of a convert to Judaism — Think 
What your avowed allegiance demands of you ; 
and, to what, your duty, as a Christian by profes- 
sion, ought to bind you. 

Those who do not believe that Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for us, are not concerned 
in these reflections : whether this be to their real 
advantage, let them devoutly and promptly con- 
sider. 

Here this letter must close : and, as Divines 
" commend their discourses, to the blessing of 
God, and the pious meditations of their hearers," 
so I beg the meditations of the reader on the 
subject here exhibited to his understanding ; and 
I doubt not of his docility meeting its reward in 
the conseq uent blessing of God. 

I am, Sir, 

Your's, 4c, 



D 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



A SIXTH LETTER 

Co a Sencoit 

OF A BAPTIST CHURCH, Sfc. $c* 

Dear Sir, 

IT has been a famous argument among the 
Baptists, that Circumcision was a token of right 
to temporal blessings, to property in the land of 
Canaan, &c. and, therefore, it was conferred on 
Infants, in proof of their descent from him, to 
whom the land was specially promised; but, 
what right to such succession, did circumcision 
confer on Ishmael, a son, who, banished his 
father's house, was expelled from being, heir 
with Isaac ? What right did it bestow on that 
unspecified number of persons who were circum- 
cised at the same time with Ishmaer? And, here 
give me leave to observe, that, among them were 
a great number of children, offspring of the 
slaves, &c. not directly mentioned ; but, included 
in the terms used: now, these children could in 
no sense be Abraham's posterity; neither were 
they partakers of Abraham's faith: therefore, 
Circumcision could not be to them, the seal 
of righteousness by faith : Surely not. — What 
faith had the Edomites, the Midianites, the 
Egyptians, &c. What faith have, or ever had, 
the CafFres ? Circumcision was, clearly, no mark 
of personal faith among the Hebrews ; but, of 
obedience. What right to inheritance in the 
% land of Judea did circumcision] confer in later 
times on the Giieadites, on Achior, on the many 
°Jiidith. people among the Persians who became Jews, 
Either riU47. under the patronage of Queen Esther? &c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( » ) 

The precept given to Abraham commanded 
Adult Circumcision; but Infant Circumcision 
was included : — the command given to the Apos- 
tles was " baptize all nations ;" surely, infants 
were equally included. If in the term " all 
males," every boy-child was a party ; so in the 
term iC all nations " every state of life in the com- 
munity, was a party, also. When we acknowledge 
the circumcision of Abraham and Ishmael, we 
do not deny the circumcision of a hundred chil- 
dren, at the same time: so, when we acknow- 
ledge the baptism of " men and women,'* we do 
not deny the baptism of their families. 

The question is almost ludicrous, that now de- 
mands investigation; Did Jesus Christ adopt the 
Arab principle of postponing the initiatory rite 
of religion, or did he continue the Jewish prin- 
ciple of conferring the initiatory rite, in infant 
years? — were Christians Ishmaelites,orIsaacites? 
— "Now, we brethren, as Isaac was, are children 
of the promise," says the Apostle ; and he adds, 
" cast out the bondwoman and her son ? — " so, 
then, brethren, (Christian brethren,) we are not 
children of the bondwoman, but of the free; 
stand fast, therefore, in the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free.*' This was not ad- 
dressed to Jews by descent : no; but to converts, 
from whatever nation, the Gauls, &c. resident in 
Galatia; formerly heathen, but now Christians. 

Certainly the primitive Church understood 
this Gospel liberty; but those who, in later 
times, take upon them to be wiser than the pri- 
mitive Church, charge the early professors with 
perverting liberty into licentiousness, with intro- 
ducing and cherishing corruption in faith and 
practice. That some might do so, is possible ; at 
least, we know, that many were the sects in acti- 
vity, even during the life of Jesus Christ himself. 
But, we must not suffer this acknowledgement 
to overcome our better opinion of the main body 
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of genuine Christians. It may suit the teaor 
and character of Socinian argumentation, to in* 
sist on this ; but, the notion has been well met, 
Uy several writers. I avail myself of Dr. Gre- 
gory's observations in reply to such aspersions. 

rh*^ tte R r* * assume it here as a position which cannot with any 
vol?ii.p.ll!. J ust * cc k e disputed, that the opinions held by the majo- 
rity of real and pious Christians in the early ages, 
when, as Jerome finely observes,' " the blood of Christ 
was yet warm in the breasts of Christians, and the 
faith and spirit of religion were brisk and vigorous," 
were those that were taught by* the apostles, and con- 
stituted the fundamental doctrines of the Christian reli- 
gion. The observable harmony and unanimity of the 
several churches in their most public acts is a circum- 
stance which irresistibly confirms this position. It is 
scarcely probable that any large church of those early 
ages should vary, in things %f moment, from the Apos- 
tolical doctrines : and it is quite absurd to imagine that 
ALL the churches should combine in the same error, 
and conspire together to corrupt the doctrine of Christ. 
This argument is much and justly insisted upon both 
by Ireneeus and Tertullian against the heretics of their 
respective times. They both affirm that the true dis- 
ciple, (that is, according to their own interpretation, 
one who believes that He who wrought their salvation 
linon earth was God) " is a follower of the public dox> 
trine of the church." 

Is this argument valid against the Socinians, 
only ? Is it totally inapplicable to the subject 
of Baptism ? May we not depend on what we 
find generally practised, while " the blood of 
Christ was yet warm in„ the hearts of Christians, 
and the faitn and spirit of Religion were brisk 
and vigorous" — in reference to Baptism ? May 
we not accept the current opinion of those 
times, as really the doctrine of the Apostles, as 
the genuine intention and command of Christ? 

We have seen that historical Scripture ex- 
pressly states the Baptism of families, and, fami- 
lies are composed of children in all states of life, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 39 ) 

infants, little ones, children, &c. ; we have seen the 
Apostle Paul acknowledge that he baptised, or was 
the cause of baptizing, many families ; we have 
seen the Apostle John address children, as so far 
members of the Church, as to be fit subjects of 
his Apostolic care ; and this in an epistle general 
to the churches; we have seen his disciple at 
one remove,v affirm the sanctification of the state 
of infancy, by Christ, and the ritual sanctifica- 
tion of the persons of infants, by Baptism; we 
have seen the Christian writer who, of all others, 
took the greatest pains by inquiry, by travelling, 
by close examination, purposely instituted, and 
long continued, — he says, the Church received 
from the Apostles, the injunction to confer 
Baptism on infants ; and all this in the very ear- 
liest ages of the Church: all within two cen- 
turies. Can falsehood boast of ajl these inci- 
dental unanimities, — these coincidences, which in 
point of fact, and of argument, dove-tail into one 
another ? , Can this be error, supported, as it is, 
by 6uch extensive, universal, and satisfactory 
evidence ? 

Is it said " we, in these days, ought not to be 
too sure, too overweening in our interpretation 
of Scripture, and the Fathers"? I wish the 
sentiment on which this proposition is founded, 
were more prevalent among Christian sectaries ; 
I think I know some to whom it would prove of 
infinite service. But, to meet it, we shall di- 
rect our attention for a few moments, to those 
who must be allowed to have best understood 
their own langauge, and the practice of their own 
days. What say the various communities, whose 
evidence interests us, on this subject ? — Did they 
conform to the Arab or the Israelite principle and 
practice ? Did they postpone their rite of distinc- 
tion from other religions, or, did they not rather 
anticipate, than delay it? Did they (ritually) sanc- 
tify infanta, little ones, children, and youths, or 
did they defer ritual sanctification to the seniors 
and the aged ? 
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The first proposition in following this enquiry, 
may properly commence with the harbinger of 
the Gbspel. 

John the Baptist baptized Infants. 

For proof of this we refer to the testimony of a 
body of men, still existing in Syria, the acknow- 
ledged disciples of that eminent prophet They 
, are known under the appellation of "Disciples of 
John" or simply "disciples," or "Sabians," 
[i. e. Baptists ; and sometimes, Hemero-Baptists, 
or Daily-Baptists.] Disciples of John, are spo- 
ken of repeatedly in the Gospel history. Copies 
ofsome of their books have reached the learned 
in Europe; and Professor Norberg has lately 
, Literary announced proposals for publishing a complete 
Panorama, translation of them. They are written in the 
Galilean dialect: — that body of these people 
which is known to us, calls itself Galilean. 

i 

These Sabians denominate the Baptism of their 
MichadUon Master, John, " the Baptism of Light"-~[comp. 
N.T.voi.iit. Heb. x. 32* where Christians are spoken of as 
Io« l ' p# 2M ' itt um * nat€ d> *• e. baptized.] They speak of a 
Being called Light, (distinct from the Supreme 
. Being) which united itself with John the Baptist 
[the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, comp. 
John i. 33.] at the time when he baptized a 
celestial Being ["the Lord from Heaven] which 
appeared to him in the form of a little child." 
— Their books say, When John baptized in the 
Jordan of living [running] water, with the bap- 
tism of life, and pronounced the name of life, the 
disciple of life, . . . said, " Stretch out thy arms, 
take me, and baptize me with the baptism of life, 
and pronounce over me the NAME which thou 
art accustomed to pronounce!" John answered 
the disciple of life, ' that cannot be/,' But the 
scholars of John earnestly requested him : he bap- 
tized, therefore, the disciple of life. As soon as 
the Jordan perceived the disciple pf life, the river 
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overflowed, and covered John himself, so that' 
he could not stand. The lustre of the disciple 
of life shone over the Jordan, the Jordan returned 
within its banks, and John stood on dry ground." 
" The river, overflowing, covered John himself." 
This was a phenomenon, then, a singular in- 
cident: for, the river did not overflow. on account 
of ordinary baptisms; but on such occasions, 
John, standing on dry ground, was beyond its 
reach. 

This statement supports two decided infe- 
rences: 1. That John baptized in the Great 
Name; meaning, the name of the God of the 
Jews, Jehovah. 2. That he who baptized dis- 
ciples as little children, could have no aversion 
to the baptism of little children themselves. And 
this is rendered evident by the practice of his fol- . 
lowers, who baptize children at forty days old : 
and who use a formula, importing, " I baptize 
thee loith tlie baptism with which John ilie Baptist 
baptized." They say, they know not correctly 
the words which John used; and therefore they 
adopt this form ; — in which the reader will per- 
ceive an indisputable allusion to the sacred name: 
the name which no Jew ventured to pronounce ; 
the true pronunciation of which, indeed, the 
Jews affirmed to be lost. Thete people also bap- 
tize by trine immersion ; which is an unquestion- 
able reference to the Trinity : — three plungings, 
but one baptism. Compare what is 'already said, 
Letter iii. p. 24. 

It may be worth while to compare with this 
the history as recorded in the Hebrew Gospel of lib . i^comm. 
Matthew. " And it came to pass, as the Lord as- in Esaiam. 
cended out of the water, that the whole foun- 
tain of the Holy Spirit descended, and rested 
upon him, and said unto him, " My son 9 I have 
expected thy coming in all the Prophets; and ^ow p . 
I remain upon thee; thou art he in whom I rest ; Letter in "to 
thou art my first begotten which shallreignfor ever." Deacon, p. 24. 
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The Gospel of the Ebionites, a branch of the 
Nazarenes, had these words . " John came bap- 
... H tizing the baptism of repentance in the river Jor- 
p. 30? mr ' dan." — " After the people had been baptized, Jesus 
came also, and was baptized by John, and as he 
ascended out of the water, the heavens were 
opened, and he saw the Holy Spirit of God in 
the form of a dove, which descended and came 
towards him ; and a voice was heard from heaven, 
saying, " Thou art my beloved Son, in thee have I 
been well pleased. This day have I begotten thee! 
And immediately a great light shone about the 
place. And John, seeing it, said unto him, Who 
art thou, Lord ? And again a voice from heaven 
said unto him, " This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I have been well pleased.' 9 Then John, falling 
down before him, said, " I pray thee, Lord, bap- 
tize thou me ;" but he forbad him, saying, " Suf- 
fer it to be so ; for thus it becometk that all things 
befulfilledr 

Whether the " Great Name" was light, or life, 
certainly it intended Jehovah. An ancient creed 
adopts the simile, " Light of light ; very God 
of very God ;" and this Baptism inculcates the 
doctrine of a Trinity, before there could pos* 
sibly be, in this expressive rite, any commemo- 
ration whatever, of the washing of the dead body 
of the great Redeemer. We have too, the no-' 
tion of a renewal of life ; that is to say, officially, 
implied — for a specific purpose, in the appropria- 
tion to this event of the words " this day have I 
begotten thee." 

In the form of words commanded by ou? 
Lord, to be used in administring Baptism, there 
Wattfc. xxviii. is, beyond all doubt, a clear and immutable in- 
19 - culcation of the doctrine of the Trinity; but, , 
no shadow of injunction to perpetuate any ritual 
remembrance of his dead body ; or any allusion to 
any rite of purification passed upon it, or to any 
imitation of such rite, to be practised by his dis* 
ciples„: not a single word. 
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And, if we examine the practice of the 
Churches, severally, we shall find the same ideas 
predominant : — viz. that consecration to the Tri- 
nity is the main import and purport of Baptism ; 
and, that they were (and are) desirous of confer- 
ring this consecration on children, in early life ; 
——in baptismal infancy. 

It is true, the Apostles re~baptized the disciples 
pf John ; but, that, most certainly, was, not be- 
cause they had received his Baptism in their 
infancy, but because they had not explicitly pro- 
fessed the N name of Jesus*; — nor, as it should 
seem, that of the Holy Ghost, — Observe, I say, 
explicitly professed. " x 

In further pursuing the enquiry, our way di* 
vides into a consideration of First, the ancient 
Hebrew church, the branches of which extend- 
ed throughout Judea, Egypt, and Abyssinia; 
probably, also, eastward and southward ; especi- 
ally south of Judea : — and Secondly ,of the ancient 
Church of Antioch, or the Syrian Church 
whence the first Christian Gentile Church, pro- 
perty speaking, extended its branches throughout 
Syria, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, Parthia, and 
into India. The Greek Church takes the third 
place, and the Roman Church the fourth place 
in this enquiry. 

HEBREW CHRISTIANS. 

The Egyptian Church, being of Hebrew 
origin, retains circumcision ; which it places be- Eju!t.clurehei 
fore baptism ; but, it baptizes the children pre- 
sently after circumcision. And this seems to 
have been the order observed by the Hebrew 
Christians generally; circumcision being, in some 
sense, bound, to time ; but, not so, Baptism. 
From the question proposed by Fidusto Cyprian, 
i4b may be conjectured, that many Christians, in 
Africa, adhered to this order of the rites. The 
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Deacons cany the children to the altar ; where 
they are anointed before baptism ; and this 
unction, they say, makes them " new (spiritual) 
men." 

The manner of IJaptism among the Abys- 
Deaco" * to siNiANS (who also practice circumcision) has 
been so fully related in the instance of Mr. Salt's 
Mahommetan Boy, that nothing need be added. 
The Abyssinians are a branch of the Egyptian 
Church ; which is, itself, a branch of the He- 
brew Church. 

THE SYRIAN CHURCH. 

What were the genuine practices of the An* 
tient Christian Church at Antioch, it is not easy 
to say : wars and revolutions have destroyed 
their authentic documents: but, the habits of 
that Church must be gathered from the practices 
of those branches of it which remain, so far as 
we know them. The Georgians and the Iberians 
SjITch H * Bt practice infant baptism ; in the name of the 
es Trinity : here, however, the Godfather baptizes 
the child ; the Priest, meanwhile, reading the 
baptismal words. Baptism is conferred by im- 
mersion, at about two years of age ; and the child 
is anointed after the plunging. They hold that 
this anointing is the principal part of the ordi- 
nance ; and, indeed, the Orientals in general, call 
this unction " the perfection of Baptism." 

" Baptism is administered among the Ar- 
Tournefert'i menians, by immersion; and the officiating 
^nt "i L *" ^ riesL P r ^ounces the words, I baptize thee in the 
p. 247* Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost ; and plunges the child three times 
in the water, in mem6ry of the Holy Trinity. 
Though our Missionaries shewed them their 
mistake, in repeating all the words at each im- 
mersion, there are still many Priests who do it 
through mere ignorance. 
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" They baptize only on Sundays, if the Child 
be not in danger of death ; and the Priest gives 
it always the name of the Saint of the Day, or 
of him whose feast is to be the Day following, if 
there be no Saint for the Day, on which ,the 
Baptism is celebrated. The midwife carries the 
child to Church, but the Godfather carries it 
home to the mother, with the sound of drums 
and trumpets, and other instruments of the 
Country. 

"The Baptisms which are administered on 
Christmas-day are the most magnificent, and 
they put off to this day the Baptisms of such 
children whose state of health will permit it 
The most famous are principally celebrated in 
places where there is a large pond or river. For 
this purpose they prepare an altar in a boat co- 
vered with fine carpets: thither the clergy re- 
pair as soon as the sun rises, accompanied by 
their parents, friends, and neighbours ; for whom 
they provide boats fitted and adorned in the same 
manner. Be the season ever so severe, after the 
ordinary prayers, the Priest plunges the child 
three times into the water, and performs the 
Unctions/' 

The Nestorians, or Chaldeans, whose Patriarch 
takes the name of Patriarch of Babylon, are a 
numerous body of Christians ; estimated at three 
hundred thousand families, or more : they 
are spread throughout the east : they bap- 
tize children : they use no Holy Oil in Bap- 
tism ; but, they use it, as a kind of Confirmation, 
afterwards. The Jacobites, who inhabit the same 
country, and say they take their name from the 
Apostle James, practice both circumcision and 
baptism. 

The Maronites in Mount Lebanon — " as to what 
regards the Sacrament of Baptism, they do not j^fontTS! 
preserve in the baptismal fonts the water, which ban. p. J17. 
has been sanctified on Holy Saturday, for this 
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service, but they sanctify it every time it is want- 
ed, by reciting a series of long* prayers. They 
plunge the person receiving baptism, three times, 
into this watjer: or, otherwise, they throw a por* 
tion of it over hira, three times. They warm thifr 
water, in that case, a little previously. However, 
they pronounce but once the necessary form of 
words, and they give a name to the person, at the 
same time. They use no salt; and they anoint 
not only the head, but also the breast, with the 
palms of the hands which they hold open, iTiey 
anoint also the shoulders, the front and the back 
of the body, from head to foot. This is what I 
saw practised ; although in some of their books 
two Unctions are described, one before Baptism, 
the other after it; and this last, with certain 
words, which have the air of conferring the sacra- 
ment of Confirmation. But they assured me that 
they do not use this second Unction, and that 
such books do not describe their true practice. 
The godfather does not hold tfie child over the 
font ; but the priest having received him from the 
godfather, receives the child into a large linen 
cloth." It should be observed that Dandini was 
a Catholic Priest, and sent by the Pope on a 
p. 121. special commission to this sect of christians. He 
adds, " They are accustomed to delay baptism, 
whether from negligence, or from any other cause, 
till the child be fifty- or sixty days old: — inso>- 
much, that it happens, sometimes, that the child 
dies ; and his soul is lost." Such is Romish 
credulity ! 

The true reason, however, why the MaroniteB 
defer Baptism for fifty days, is, because they 
consider the mother as unclean during the time 
she keeps her bed ; and the child would contract 
an uncleanness [ceremonial uncleanness, no doubt} 
by remaining* with the mother, in that state, after 
having been ritually cleansed by Baptism. 

I confess, that I should be glad, if some in- 
telligent person who had witnessed the admitiis- 
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tration of Baptism among the Syrian Churches, 
lately re-discovered in India, would publish a par- 
ticular account of it. The latest report I know • 
of, is that of Mr. Newell, the American Mis- 
sionary, who visited them in 1814. He says, 
" I made particular inquiry respecting the mode American p»- 
of Baptism, in the Syrian Church. I found it no P !ist > 1814 - 
was affusion. In the administration of this 
ordinance they mix cold and warm water toge- 
ther. When I asked them the reason of this, 
they seemed at a loss for an answer, and finally 
said, it was because Christ was baptized in a part 
of the Jordan where another stream met with it. 
Respecting the subjects of Baptism, I made 
no inquiry, as I supposed it was a matter of no- 
toriety, that the Syrians are pjedo-baptists. 
Brother Hall, who conversed with these same 
Priests, when he was at Cochin, understood that 
children were usually baptized at eight years old. 9 * 

Is it too much to conjecture, that these distant 
countries, to which Christianity penetrated, have 
retained the practices derived from their fore- * 
fathers, more punctiliously than the perturbed 
nations of Christendom? They have, certain- 
ly, been less tormented with opposing opinions : 
and, apparently, Ambition has had less scope 
for its* operations among them, than among more 
extensive communities and interests. A slight 
sketch of their history may assist us in forming a 
judgment on the antiquity of their religious rites. 

We read of a certain Theophilus who arrived 
from India, very young, among an embassy sent 
to Europe in the 31st year of the reign of Con- T)y Vinc^t. 
stantine, A. D. 337. He returned to India, in the in C!ass ' J " iU 
character of missionary, A. D. 356, having staid 
nineteen years ; during which his conversion, in- 
struction, &c. took place. His voyage was up 
the Red Sea; where he made some converts. 
Proceeding to the peninsula of India, he there 
found churches, already established. This seems 
to be the first mention of Christians on the 
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coast of Malabar : Cosmas Indicopleustes found 
them there in the . sixth century ; and there the 
Portuguese found them, in the latter end pf the 
fifteenth century, on their discovery of India. 

Now, this church was of considerable standing, 
before this visit of Theophilus. , Its liturgy was 
then, as it is now, Syriac. The Bishop was, (it 
should appear) till within these few years, con- 
secrated by the primate of Ctesiphon, (the repre- 
sentative of the ancient Babylon). The merchant 
fleets sailed in the times before Constantine, and 
at that time, annually, to thai coast, from Egypt, 
By some of these,' missionaries might easily pro- 
ceed to India, This does not carry up the date 
of Christianity, in that Country, to the time of 
the Apostles : though, it must be acknowledged, 
that more than one of them, or their immediate 
disciples, is said, by good authority, to have 
preached the Gospel in India ; and, I recollect to 
have met with mention of a Bishop in India, 
about A. D- 180. These Christians are called 
Christians of St. Thomas. A complete history of 
them would be very acceptable, 

THE GREEK CHURCH* 

We come now to the Greek Churph: — a. 
Church >vhose authority in favour of immersion 
has been strongly pleaded by Mr, Booth, and his 
friends: — pleaded, I s&y, in behalf of immersion, 
by the very persons who deny it, in respect of 
Pfedo-baptism. Surely, if it be authority for 
one practice, it is authority also for the other. 
And this the rather, as it is impossible to ac- 
count for the " corruption" of this church in 
baptizing children, unless it were an original 
injunction: since no mistake could occur in the 
language used to describe it,, in Scripture; for, 
thisChurch spoke the same language;. which wo*, 
and still is, the dialect of their country ; it is not 
possible to perceive by what process they should 
" corrupt " this rite. 
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Whereas, nothing is easier than to perceive' by 
what process they varied immersion into bap- 
tism. They have done no more than take a part 
for the whole. This form of error, is the mildest 
possible: whereas, if they have substituted the 
baptism of infants for that of grown persons, men 
and women, it is the grossest possible form of 
error: it is the renunciation of a fixed Apostolic 
principle, for the reception of a contrary princi- 
ple; in direct violation of Scripture and Tradi- 
tion, of their original Churches, and of their best- 
instructed Fathers. Common Charity is at no 
loss which side to take, on this question; and 
happily, Scripture a«d Charity coincide. * 

4t Baptism is performed by Immersion ; it is re- ToarDC f 0rt 
iterated three times, at each time plunging in the Voyage, Vol. I* 
whole Body of the Child, which the Curate P« I 3 *- 
holds under the Arms. At the first Immersion 
he pronounces in his Language %Form of Words, 

that signify, Such a one the Servant of God, 

is baptized in the Name of the Father, now, for 
ever, and in Secula Seculorum." At the second 

Immersion he says, Such a one the Servant of 

God 9 is baptized, in the Name of the Son, &c. 
At -the third, In the Name of the Holy Ghost. 
The Godfather answers every time, So be it. The 
Parents do not usually present the Child till 
eight days after its Birth ; on the day of its 
Baptism, they take care to warm a quantity of 
Water, arid to throw into it Flowers of a grate- 
ful Scent: after the Papas has blown upon it and 
blessed it, pouring into it, (some sacred Oil, with 
which they anoint the Body of the Child so ' 

thorowly, that hardly any of the Water can 
dwell upon it They throw into a Hole that is 
under the Altar, all that has been used in this 
Ceremony. The Greeks so firmly believe that 
sprinkling of Water on the Head of the Child 
among us is insufficient for Baptism, that fre- 
quently they re-baptize the Latins who embrace 
their Communion/* 
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Ambus. Trar. "The Muscovites have a custom if there were 
A.D. i«3«. many Children to be baptized, that the Font is 
emptied for each child, and other water is conse- 
crated ; it being their persuasion, that the former 
being soiled with the impurity of that Child's ori- 
ginal Sin, who had been baptized before, it is 
not fit to cleanse a second, much less a third. 
They dip the child three times, pronouncing the 
ordinary words." " Apostate Christians, Turks, 
or Tartars, receive Baptism in a brook or river, 
whereinto they are plunged over head and ears." 



i,. 



The reason for this is evident : running water 
has always been chosen for immersion ; even the 
Heathen preferred streams, as the Hindoos prefer 
the Ganges, at this day. Hence the disciples of 
John say, he baptized in " living water" ;-r-ue. the 
Jordan; hence he baptized at JEnon, because 
there were many streams there; and, hence the 
Jewish priests were so scrupulous, that, says 
Lightfoot, if the water in their reservoir vessels, 
had stood more than a few hours, without run- 
ning over, they held it unfit for purification, and 
drew fresh water. Nothing can more clearly ex- 
press the ritual cleansing of the person from guilt* 
and it is, no doubt, in the instance of these 
Christians, a remain of that " putting away of 
the filth of the flesh" of that " washing ok the 
bodies of believers in pure water," which was 
certainly practiced ia the Apostles' time, previous 
to Baptism. We have something of it among 
ourselves, in the cleanliness of the children pre- 
sented for baptism ; in the cleanliness, too, (not 
seldom an entire dress of white) of the mother, 
on such occasions ; as the clean and new white* 
dress antiently worn after baptism, was a mark of 
a new life, now begun, and of putting on the 
Lord Jesus, in a way of professional holiness. 

I have done all in my power, by enquiry Qf 
the most learned of the Principality, to ascertain 
what was the practice of the Ancient British 
Church ; but I have not succeeded. The Welsh 
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Triads preserve the names of certain persons bap- 
tized; but, are silent, on the mode of Baptism. 

"The Baptism of the Church of Rome, is too 
well known, to need description. 

Thus we have seen Baptism administered under 
a variety of forms ; in some churches Baptism 
has not superseded circumcision; elsewhere, not 
the priest, but the godfather baptizes the child : 
elsewhere again, trine immersion is practiced ; in 
some churches, Baptism is administered either by 
immersion, or by pouring; and the water is mix- 
ed £o a certain warmth ; in some places, the sacra- 
mental words are pronounced but once; in other 
places, they are pronounced three times. In all 
these varying ceremonies the essential intent of 
the rite is preserved; — the subject of the ordi- 
nance is consecrated to the Trinity. 

Willing to close these researches, I proceed to 
distinguish two inferences, which they support 
Theirs* is, that we know no Christian Church 
whatever, that does now, or ever did, reject Infant 
Baptism. In the North, in the South, in the 
East, in the West, no Christian Church 
refuses Baptism to Infants. Are then, 
your friends, Sir, wiser than all the world ? than 
all who went before them, in the earliest ages, 
than all their contemporaries in the present age ? 
Does the sarcasm apply to them — " We are the 
men, and Wisdom shall die with 17S?" Are they 
that " generation which is wiser in its own eyes 
than seven men who can render a reason?" I put 
it to their good sense, I put it to Hheir modesty, 
I desire to interest their understanding, — is it 
likely, that they alone, of all the thousands and 
millions of Christian professors, in all ages, and 
places, and of all sects and nations, should have 
had the good fortune, in spite of the facts and 
evidences adduced, to be the only persons who 
have elicited truth ? 

Secondly, We see that in all these Churches 
Baptism is a consecration to the Trinity ; not 
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one uses any form of words — nay, the Bap- 
tists themselves do not use any form of words. 
in. the administration of Bapti^n^ allusive to the 
burial of the person baptized us Christ was (say 
.they) buried* Had our Lord intended any such 
allusion, he could have said so: Dees he suy so? 
.No. This, then, I submit, also, fro their good 
.sense aad understanding. They have taken £ 
secondary— -an incidental setise,a sense ! i feriittj 1 y 
.allusion, only, not by direct purpose, as the pn- 
*»ar#,and peculiar intention of the rite. This is 
not Wisdom : what else it is, becomes not me to 
say. This is not Grace ; its true name I leave to 
be conjectured by others, It is not Orthndcvy;; 
for orthodoxy would at least endeavour to put 
the principal things of Religion in the principal 
place. . . .1 adhere to the initiatory Words of 
Christ, as the best and greatest authority, on the 
subject ; for it seems to me, very extraordinary 
.that in a Religion having but tu& Rites, th^y 
should both point at the same ibing.—The death 
of the Saviour, is clearly the purport of tbeLordV 
Supper ;— its primmry and direct purport : is it 
.likely, or credible, that the purport of Baptism- 
its primary and direct purport, should bho t>e tfae^ 
ideath of the Saviour ? But, if in the initiatory 
rite there be a commemoration of the interposing 
Dtity, and in the Load's Suppers commemora- 
tion of the interposing Hmmamtt^iiy for this 
reason, consecratioti to the Deity is sufficient,- by 
one act, and ought not to be repea*©d,--r~while de- 
votedness to Jesus, as Lord of aH, is frequently 
renewed, aad to be mepeated.cominualJy,^-tbetK 
I $ay, them is between the two rites &&£ distinc- 
ttoa which was evidently intended from the very 
fi»t, and which it would v*dl becomfe all profes* 
jots of our common faith, to seturfe to, and to re- 
tain^ titt latest -generation 
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